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INTRODUCTION. 



" What's in a name ? — that which we call a ro«e 
By any other name would smell as sweet*' — 

So says Juliet ; 

" Name's nothing, merit's all, rhubarb's rhubarb, call it 
what you will" — 

So says Ollapod. 

There is no reasoning upon opinion when love 
and medicine are concerned, so we will not dispute 
the very natural conclusion of the fair inamorata, 
and the renowned medico-military functionary, 
so far as relates to roses and rhubarb; — but 
certainly, in other matters, evidence is not wanted 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

to establish a conviction, that a name, or, which 
is the same thing, a title^ hath a marvellous 
influence upon what is termed the weak side of 
human nature. " There is in souls a sympathy 
with sounds," as well as with shadows, which 
constitute a large portion of human felicity. So 
sensible, indeed, was Dr. Johnson, that the suc- 
cess of a literary work depended greatly upon the 
judicious selection of a persuasive cognomen, that 
he confessed to have tortured his prolific brain for 
a whole night, as he lay floundering in his bed like 
a stranded porpoise, before he could fix upon an 
appropriate designation to those exquisite morsels 
of morality which appeared under the name of 
" the Rambler." 

Certainly we have not been so felicitous in the 
selection of a title to the work before us. The 
name of the West Indies has become so inevitably as- 
sociated with ideas of misery and suffering, the public 
palate has, for so long a period, been nauseated by 
its frequent repetition, and " Sketch-Books" have 
become so familiar to the reading world, as vehicles 
for empirical compounds in literary quackery, that 
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our own label may naturally excite suspicion at first 
sight, provoke a revulsion in the economy of the 
mind, and cause rejection of the preparaiiany upon 
the conviction that the ingredients are pernicious, 
that they consist of a narcotical recapitulation, ^^ to 
be taken as before,'' of alleged atrocities, or refuted 
calumnies, with which the public mind has been 
amused and abused for the last quarter of a century ; 
instead of-^what ? — taste, good reader, taste. Yes, 
had we sooner reflected upon the importance of a 
title to insure the sale of a work, we should have 
adopted that of <^ Pickles and Preserves from the 
West Indies, in two packages" — ^rather than the 
" West India Sketch Book, in two volumes" — ^but 
the thing is done, we never gave the matter a 
moment's consideration. 

It is manifest, therefore, at least to ourselves, 
that we appear before the public under every dis- 
advantage, and not less so, because — owing to the 
delay in the execution of the engravings, and to 
one of those ^^ natural shocks, that flesh is heir 
to" — two works, bearing some affinity to it, have 
appeared since the << West India Sketch-Book" 
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VI • INTRODUCTION 

went to press \ But it may be asked, " why 
publish at all ?" 



•** there are no rewards 



Of fame or profit when the world grows weary" — 
I ask in turn — " Why do you play at cards ? 

Why drink? — why read V* — " To make some hours less 
dreary, 
It occupies me to turn back regards 

On what I've seen, or ponder'd, sad or cheery ; 
And what I write I cast upon the stream 

To swim or sink — I have had at least my dream !" 



' Mrs. Carmichael's Domestic Manners, &c. in the West Indies, 
and the Journal of a West India Proprietor. 
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CHAPTER I. 



A RETROSPECT — EARLY IMPRESSIONS AND POPULAR PREJU- 
DICES — OCCIDENTAL ANOMALIES — HERALDIC DISTINCTIONS 
— LEAVE-TAKINa. 



'' I'll read you matter deep and dangerous ; 
As full of peril, and advent'rous spirit, 
As to o'erwalk a current, roaring loud, 
On the unsteadfast footing of a spear." 

Firtt Part of Henry IV. 

A PERIOD of twelve years lias elapsed since I un- 
derwent the ordeal of being packed up for a voyage. 
I may say, I speak literally, and I shall no doubt 
be understood by those of my readers who in the 
course of their lives have been compelled by neces- 
sity, or induced by inclination, suddenly to dispense 
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with artificial comforts, and to reduce those of a 
necessary nature within the compass of a portman- 
teau and carpet bag : such a dispensation, in what- 
ever station in life a man may move, is to take from 
him part of himself, to leave him like an empty 
bottle, with the spirit and purpose of its existence 
evaporated ; or like a clock, with all the outward and 
visible forms- of utility, but destitute of a spring 
or a pendulum to keep it going. Various, indeed, 
are the causes which might place a man in such a 
predicament, independent of voyaging ; an inadver- 
tent act of bankruptcy for instance, which on some 
occasions mercifully leaves him in possession of all 
he can wear about his person, and an unexpected 
commission de lunatico inquirendo, issued at the in- 
stigation of afriendy for the purpose of making him 
mad, have been known, in numerous instances, to 
dismember many an unfortunate being from the 
chain which links society together, and to close 
against him the avenues of the ^^ social compact" 
On the occasion to which I am now referring, I 
had thus become a sort of parenthesis in the crea- 
tion ; a thing that might be left out without being 
missed, and by an act of my own, I had passed 
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upon myself sentence of transportation beyond the 
seas. In this, as I have ever since thought, I was 
influenced more by my stars than by the ostensible 
motive of business ; independent of a vagabondizing 
disposition, acquired early in life, which had often 
taken me from the paths of profit and preferment 
into a wilderness of pleasure and enjoyment: in 
short — 

" I love a deyious path that winds askance, 
And hate to keep one object still in view, 

The flow'rs are fragrant that we find by chance ; 
And both in nature, and in life, I'd rather 
Have those I meet, than those I come to gather.'* 

It is true that the evils as well as the benefits of 
life are materially dependent upon comparison for 
tfxeir degrees of oppugnancy one to another, and 
that they are not only constantly varying their re- 
lative importance as often as firesh causes demand 
our approbation or dislike, but the same or corres- 
ponding circumstances produce in one and the same 
person different sensations at different times. — At 
the period in question I was most unaccountably 
influenced by feelings which I had never before 
felt, although often placed precisely in the same 
situation. Being of a nervous temperament, and 
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4 THE WEST INDIA 

sensibly affected by the changes of this preca- 
rious climate, I was, for the space of three weeks 
before I embarked, in the " cut-throat month" of 
November, perambulating the streets of London 
with my pulse in my hand. I was literaUy in a 
state of constitutional mildew — a. walking thermo- 
meter, whose mercury fluctuated at every new 
thought or abrupt question. I was one minute so 
irritable, and the next so passive, that I could have 
knocked a man down, and have forgiven him be- 
fore he had time to return me the compliment : I 
remember, on one occasion, I was on the point of 
trying the experiment upon an unfortunate tailor 
for bringing me a pair of ill-shaped trousers, when 
I discovered, through his timely interposition, that 
I had put them on with the hinder part in front. 
It was some time before I could clearly compre- 
hend the cause of this physical and mental com- 
motion, which increased as the period of embark- 
ation approached. I felt, at times, as if I had two 
souls billetted within me, and that they were uneasy 
for want of better accommodation ; every movement 
suggested the idea that my joints required oiling, 
to give them their accustomed elasticit)', and at 
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length I began seriously to adopt the theory of the 
materialists, by imagining that each distinct mem- 
ber of my body had at least the power of thinking 
for itself, and was at cross-purposes with its ap- 
pointed coadjutor. In short, if I can imagine the 
sensations of a person going to be hanged, or to 
submit to any other similar experiment upon his 
nervous system, those I was doomed to endure 
were of a corresponding character, and whatever 
outward signs of indifference I may have shown, 
they were merely those of a culprit who was de- 
termined to " die gaiBe }" 

It may, in reason, be asked, what all this pertur- 
bation of mind and contortion of body have to do 
with the subject, or rather subjects, professedly the 
contents of this volume ? Still, my dear reader, 
thou would'st be at fault by the inquiry : if my 
exordium be long, I have cogent reasons for it; 
I wish, in the first place, to show my regard for 
thee by making it a beacon for thy guidance, 
should'st thou ever be cast adrift in the same sea 
of trouble — 

" Felix quern faciunt aliena pericula cautum." 
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6 . THE WEST INDIA 

Secondly, to prove to thee, in honour of thy com- 
panionship, that I am not so great a coward as thou 
might in reason take me> to be, and that my valour, 
on the occasion in question, although of a negative 
character, inasmuch as it had well nigh allowed 
my cowardice to overcome my purpose, was supe- 
rior to that of the man, whose tombstone announced 
to the world that " he never knew fear." I believe 
it was Charles the Vth. who was so much struck 
with the singularity of the man's epitaph, and who 
quaintly observed, that he never could have 
" snuflfed a candle with his fingers :" — now I have 
snuffed a candle with my fingers ! I had more- 
over, at the time to which I am referring, made 
voyages — I had swung in a hammock — experienced 
sea-sickness — had my olfactories disturbed by 
bilge water — ^and revelled in all the numerous et 
ccBteras peculiar to a sea-life ; but for all this, I felt 
an indescribable dread of the present undertaking, 
and the different sensations I have endeavoured to 
describe, arose less from the probability that the 
chances of my ever returning were against me, in 
proportion to the frequency of adventure, or from 
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those associations whicli naturally exist in a man's 
mind when he is about to sever — 

" The flow'iy chains that bind the heart to home 1" 

than from the ominous conviction that I was going 
to the West Indies ! ! ! Here was the rub, 
what an exuberance of associations sprung up 
before me: plague, pestilence, and famine stared 
me in the face. I was already light-headed with 
a stroke of the sun, or chilled to the extremities 
by niffht air. Fever and " black-vomits" were 
femiliar to me in my dreams, and engrossed my 
waking thoughts — the nursery tales of my youth, 
and all I had since heard of kidnapping blacks 
to make sugar, and scourging them with cart- 
whips for pastime, were forcibly brought to my 
recollection ; and the every day reiterated instances 
of cruelty practised by our West Indian white 
brethren, on our helpless and degraded black 
brethren, gave the stamp of truth to the specula- 
tions in which I had been led to indulge. I had 
long since been taught to dislike sugar, by the 
conviction on my mind, that it was the produce of 
certain " pains and penalties" inflicted without 
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8 THE WEST INDIA 

mercy on the unfortunate negro, and that the 
small lumps occasionally found in the genuine 
Muscovado, were caused, in the course of manu- 
facture, by drops of blood from his jaded and 
lacerated limbs. So constantly, indeed, does the 
mind revert to first impressions, that a long course 
of practical experience is required to wear down 
the forms which prejudice or popular belief may 
have established upon it. I was resolved, however, 
to gain all the information possible, respecting the 
" New World" I was about to visit, and I conse- 
quently devoted two or three mornings to research 
at an anti-slavery emporium in Piccadilly — to 
ransacking the dusty shelves of numerous book- 
stalls ; and in the course of a week I had summed 
up, upon the principle of Franklin's moral algebra, 
a very formidable account, which exhibited an 
alarming balance against the Western Indies, and 
its party-coloured inhabitants. Here, then, I found 
myself consigned to a country which, in the lan- 
guage of my informants, was nothing less than a 
" sweating cluios" the " dung-hill of the universe" — 
the refuse of the whole creation — a shapeless pile 
of rubbish, with the clippings of the elements 
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confusedly jumbled together, neglected by Omni- 
potence when the world was formed into its ad- 
mirable order, the nursery of Heaven's judgments, 
where the malignant seeds of pestilence were first 
gathered and scattered through the regions of the 
earth, to punish mankind for their o£Pences ; — the 
place where Pandora filled her box — ^where Vulcan 
forged Jove's thunderbolts — and that Phaeton, 
by his rash misguidance of the sun, scorched 
into a cinder — the birth-place of tornadoes, hurri- 
canes, earthquakes, and plague — the receptacle of 
vagabonds driven from the pale of civilized society — 
the sanctuary of bankrupts; — in fine, whose whole 
inhabitants, male and female, bore in their appear- 
ance the very escutcheon of the country — their 
complexion being the^W bearing or, charged with 
all the emblems of destruction, proper ; supported 
by two devils sable; and Death the crest, argerd. 

Let me appeal to the benevolent sympathies 
of any man, if this was not enough to " try one's 
muscle?" — ^but I resolved upon consulting more 
recondite and modern authority to establish truth, 
and to satisfy the craving solicitude of my mind, 
and I purchased (at 20 per cent, discount at least,) 
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10 THE WEST INDIA 

abundant evidence in the form of pamphlets and 
tracts, that I was certainly not going to a land 
flowing with milk and honey, but rather to a place 
which might be considered the very Sodom of the 
universe, whose people were upon a par with the 
" savages of the Andamans, celebrated for eating 
up all new comers, and for the insatiable voraci- 
ousness of their appetites," as well as for hate, and 
stratagems among themselves, — Vivitur ex rapto : — 
to a country, although an integral portion of the 
British dominions, where " the native intelligence 
and buoyant independence of Britons cannot 
survive in the dank and baleful climate of per- 
sonal slavery *," where upwards of " 800,000" 
souls are kept down in a state of heathenish 
irreligion, and almost brutal degradation, and 
where all those established principles, which 
Divine Providence has ordained for the moral 
benefit of mankind, have been contemned and 
nullified. " Omnes homines notionem Deorum ha- 
hent^^ &c. : — and master Aristotle was a heathen. 

It is no marvel, therefore, that the main-spring 
of my purpose should have given way under such 

* Vide Wilberforce's Appeal, p. 73. ' 
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a load of degradation opposed to it, and that I 
should have delayed my embarkation, during the 
prevalence of un&vourable wind, until I had every 
fair chance of being left behind, as an excuse for 
not proceeding. It was, however, otherwise de- 
signed. At a luckless moment I took a plunge 
into a soiree^ by way of weaning back my affec- 
tions to civilized life, expecting applause among 
my friends for my recantation, and congratulation 
upon the narrow escape of my valuable existence ; 
in lieu of which, I unfortunately encountered 
expressions of surprise, that I had not already 
departed, and I was as fairly voted out of the 
country against my inclination, as ever man ac- 
quired the brevet rank of husband, by being 
talked into marrying the girl he cared nothing 
about Sentence was passed, and I had no time 
left me for reflection ; within a few hours after, 
when I had scarce accommodated myself to a sofa 
and two chairs for a dormitory, I was required 
to " show a leg" to a raw morning, and undergo 
the torture of shaving with a blunt razor and cold 
water, — a misery quite equivalent to having a 
tooth drawn by instalments^ and to jump into 
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12 THE WEST INDIA 

a post-chaisei in order to overtake my wardrobe, 
already proceeding on its voyage. A sudden 
change in the wind occasioned this abrupt pro- 
cedure. 

Fashion, which governs feeling and reconciles 
us to most things, would do well to dispense with 
the pleasurable pain— or painful pleasure, of leave- 
taking — of adieus and farewells: it is true they 
afford abundant materials for very pretty poetic 
imaginings ; but as a mere proser myself, I con- 
sider them at best but supervacaneous, and better 
left alone: moreover, I am satisfied that, with 
the exception of a select few, your friends do not 
thank you in their hearts, for drawing upon them, 
at sight, for all the civil things which the occa- 
sion demands, and the penalty may always be 
saved to them, by preparing them for it before- 
hand, with a visit " sans adieu*' — the first plunge 
may be desperate, but it is soon over, and you 
may afterwards enjoy the privilege it affords 
of writing to those who have any claim to your 
affections or your regard, and of saying ten 
thousand tender agreeables, which your modesty 
would never have allowed you to utter, or which, 
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in the hurry of departure, would never have 
been listened to; — think of this, dear reader, 
should'st thou take to travelling. In this instance, 
necessity — and a weathercock, which gave me the 
hint, — left me no choice. 
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CHAPTER II. 



A SHORT COGITATION — DOZING PHANTASIES — ORAVESEND 

LAND SHARKS — DEAL — A PROFESSIONAL ADVISER — HINTS TO 
VOYAGERS. 



(I 



In life, as in our voyages, there seems 

One mighty moment when the truth comes o'er us 
In life, 'tis when the sweet home sheltered dreams 

Of youth subside, and the world stands before us. 
The great bold, busy world, with all its schemes : — 

At sea, 'tis when we leave the wave that bore us 
All gently near the shore with tranquil motion, 
And feel the vast and undeniable ocean." 

The Brunswick. 



In every engagement, whether of profit or of 
pleasure, a man naturally calculates the chances of 
success ; and his ardour is increased, or his indif- 
ference is excited, in proportion to the novelty of 
the undertaking, the frequency of adventure, the 
benefits he may contemplate, or the risks he may 
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be likely to incur. In the buoyancy of youth this 
speculative genius is less ardent: the hasty im- 
pulses of enterprise are unrestrained by the 
sober suggestions of reason, which in later life 
neutralize the passions : he is led away into 
the regions of fsmcy to contemplate objects beyond 
his reach, and to indulge in hopes which are never 
to be realized. The all-confiding sympathies of 
home are, for awhile, forgotten, or thought of with 
indifference, whilst the inordinate demands of his 
curiosity, or of his ambition, engross all the 
energies of his mind, and he launches forth into 
the busy world, regardless of the dangers that may 
await him, and of the' real benefits he may be 
relinquishing. The severe and varied trials of his 
youth too soon, however, obscure this morning 
sunshine of the bosom, blight the harvest of his 
hopes; and the practical knowledge experience 
teaches, opens a new era in his existence, as he 
becomes unconsciously influenced by established 
truths upon his mind, exciting at once feelings 
hitherto unknown to him, and producing a prin- 
ciple of action, for which he has no direct means 
of accounting. A love of life, which is said 
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generally to increase as the tenure of it draws to 
a close, and a certain affection for the good things 
the world is capable of dispensing, may have 
something to do with this change in his consti- 
tution: — 

" The tree of deepest root is found 

Least willing still to quit the ground, 
'Twas therefore said by ancient sages, 

That love of life increas'd with years 
So much, that in our later stages, 
When pains grow sharp, and sickness rages, 

The greatest love of life appears." 

The soldier after repeated trials becomes no 
longer ambitious of accumulating fresh laurels, or 
the sailor of adding one achievement more to his 
country's renown, whilst the statesman, once tena- 
cious of the nation's weal, is satisfied 



" through the loop-holes of his retreat. 

To peep at such a world, and not feel the crowd." 

Men who have faced death a thousand times 
as matter of business, who have long played the 
game of hazardous enterprise, become unwill- 
ing to stake their life " on the nick^^^ when the 
chances are so much against them ; and although 
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it was not my lot, at this particular period, to be 
treading on the heels of a climacterich in personal 
adventure, a foretaste, through the experience of 
others, and a tolerable share of the ** ups and 
downs" of life, were sufficient to mark out a 
^< forlorn hope" in the undertaking I was now em- 
barked in. I marvel not, therefore, that the work- 
ings of my imagination, in that mental hot-bed^ 
a post-chaise, should have presented to me whim- 
sical associations in speculating upon the issue; 
such is the case with every man about to visit 
regions as yet known to him only through the me- 
dium of distorted narration ; he scarce ventures to 
close his eyes without having a chaotic variety of 
images before him, representing an identity of 
what he may have read or heard, albeit, never so 
much unlike the reality; constantly assuming fresh 
shapes, the most agreeable are in succession 
adopted to suit the impression left on the mind, till 
the imagination becomes a sort of kaleidoscope, ex- 
hibiting various and manifold figures of no tangible 
or permanent character; and if sleep overtake him 
in his meditations, it is pretty certain he becomes 
personally identified with all the fantastic shapes 
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and vagaries which rise up before him. He is on 
the spot, however distant it may be, perhaps swel- 
tering under a tropical sun, although in reality 
shaking with the ague, with a window open at his 
back, or for want of an extra blanket; he imagines 
himself flying, or falling from the clouds, instead 
of dozing in his arm-chair, or being snugly tucked 
up in a feather bed ; in short, to be any thing and 
any where, but what and where he really is. My 
spiritual and bodily man were coiled up cozily 
together on the seat of the chaise, lulled into an 
elysium of this sort by the grinding of the chariot 
wheels over a gravelly road, and the pelting of 
the rain on the coach-top, predisposed by the 
fetigues and late hours of the preceding night, and 
a certain portion of anti-slavery information I had 
infused into me during the first stage from London: 
I imagined myself reposing on a delicious bed, the 
materials of which were of the finest and softest 
texture, — damask and satin were common in com- 
parison, but ^^ a change came o'er the spirit of my 
dream," and I discovered, with amazement, that 
I was luxuriating on a surface of exquisite onion," 
sauce, over a substratum of live rabbits: I was 



SKETCH BOOK. 19 

hence transported to ^ vapour bath, with every 
pore of my skin acting as a jet Heau : the heat 
was excessive and intolerable, yet was I laughing 
in extacies at the absurdities before me :-— on all 
sides ^^ a pepper and salt" population of blacks 
and whites appeared breathing an atmosphere above 
boiling heat, whilst innumerable imps like tadpoles, 
were bubbling on the surface. One little urchin 
more busy than the rest, who had buzzed about me 
with an ingratiating look, now introduced imme- 
diately under me, a sort of camp-kettle with blazing 
coals in it; whilst another, whom I had observed in 
the character of a grave-digger, was resting from 
his labour on the handle of a spade, and pointing 
to the excavation he had just completed, with the 
friendly notice above it in letters of blood—^" Be- 
ware of man-traps /" Every thing before me was 
in motion, flitting and evanescent, and I could re- 
cognize nothing possessing for a moment a tan- 
gible form; I was now suddenly attacked by a legion 
of little devilkins no bigger than bats, and which I 
fancied I could brush away with a wave of my 
hand, but their number and their concentrated 
efforts perplexed me. I was tossed about like a 
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foot-ball ; a select few more active than the rest fol- 
lowing me in every direction, with such tenacity of 
purpose, as to keep up a continual buzzing in my 
ears, throwing dust in my eyes, and performing 
with one foot a sort of pirouette on the tip of my 
nose. Having succeeded in raising me, by degrees 
to a considerable height, they left me with one 
simultaneous and, apparently, preconcerted move- 
ment, and I found myself falling into the identical 
excavation which had been so diligently opened 
by my little friend with the spade; the horror I 
felt at this moment is indescribable I What I had 
recognised as a snug little West Indian freehold 6i 
six feet by two, suddenly became larger and 
larger, as I approached it, as if I had in the first 
instance viewed it through an immeasurable dis- 
tance, and it at length assumed the appearance 
of a boundless and bottomless pit, presenting an 
interminable journey before me : I found myself 
kicking, screaming, and turning somersets — my 
breath was going — I was in my last gasp — my 
senses were gone — when I was mercifully relieved 
from the painful delusion, by the joint efforts of 
the wind " visiting my face too roughly," and a 
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jostle from the post-boy, who had just opened the 
chaise-door, to acquaint me with my arrival at 
Gravesend! ! The announcement was ominous! 
but the ship had departed on her way to the Downs, 
and the respite relieved me. 

I might advance a similar reason for not being 
better able to satisfy my reader with an account of 
the good town of Gravesend^ to that assigned by 
Dennis Brulgruddery in the play, for not being 
more intimately acquainted with a bailiff, — ^he might 
have seen one, once or twice in his life, but he 
" was always in too great hurry to look behind 
him," and with all due respect to the said township, 
notwithstanding that its privileges and its garden- 
stuff have been on the decline since the days of 
Queen Bess and the Spanish Armada, I have never 
entered it without using all possible expedition to 
accomplish my departure*. — Thus much I may 
say for it: independent of the high reputation it 

* The Lord Mayor of London and the Aldermen were wont to 
receive foreign ambassadors and eminent strangers at this place, 
and attend them to the metropolis. It was also famous for vast 
quantities of vegetables grown in the neighbourhood, which were 
considered of the finest description, and were sent to London, and 
to parts adjacent. 
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may have acquired in the olden time, that previous 
to the passing of the Reform Bill, it was considered 
tlie boundary, in one direction, as the land's-en^, in 
Cornwall, is in the other, of a line of coast pecu- 
liarly the province of a species of land-sJiarksy with 
their attendant pilots^ more generally known under 
the name of boatmen. Further, I have been credibly 
informed, that tame rabbits are reared and fatted 
into Christmas condition somewhere in the neigh- 
bourhood, — that its asparagus was at one time con- 
sidered superior to that grown at Battersea, and that 
periwinkles may still be had there in great perfec- 
tion. 

# # # * # 

There is nothing in literary composition more 
agreeably tormenting to a reader than a string of 
asterisks — they are extremely pretty in themselves, 
but they owe their importance chiefly to the indi- 
cation they convey that something is omitted in the 
text that cannot, or should not appear, either 
through the illegibility of the manuscript, the ca- 
price of the author, or the refined delicacy of the 
publisher ; and the reader's imagination is left to 
vegetate accordingly, and to fill up the hiatus^ ad 
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libitwm* — For myself I am not secular in sucli mat- 
ters, and I hope to be excused for introducing, on 
the present occasion, those literary planets, for no 
other purpose than to represent to the reader the 
several towns and villages, of Rochester, Chaiham^ 
Sitiinghoume, Jft7^{m,and Canterbury, through which 
I passed, during the night, in my progress to DeaL 
On my arrival at the last-named place, I could 
gain no information of my ship, and having lodged 
myself at the " Three Kings,^^ in a room with a long 
gallery overlooking the sea, I resolved patiently to 
wait her appearance, or in de&ult thereof, to re- 
concile myself to the voyage to the West Indies I 
had made in my imagination, whence I might con^ 
sider myself returning on my way to London. I 
was not long without an adviser in my dilemma, but 
he was one of those advisers by profession, who 
calculate with the greatest nicety upon the quantum 
of benefit that must accrue to themselves from the 
results contemplated, and who occasionally carry 
their disinterestedness so far, as to admit one as a 
" sleeping partner'* in the conduct of one's own af- 
fairs. He was one of the numerous specimens of 
rough-spun humanity peculiar to the sea-coast, and 

1-2 
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according to his own confession, coining under the 
order of the aforesaid amphibious animals, yclept 
^^ land sharks," inasmuch as he had been bom and 
bred at, and as he himself emphatically announced 
by way of recommendation, belonged to Deal, the 
nursery of the species. He was clad in a tarpaulin 
round jacket of the most inflexible texture, with a 
hat of the same materials, shaped somewhat like a 
coal-heaver's, which he called a " south-wester," and 
a pair of thick shaggy trousers, like unto the skin 
of a Greenland bear, with the ends of the legs 
turned up sufficiently to exhibit a pair of long- 
le^ed boots of extra thickness, which had recently 
re«eived a liberal coating of an anti-aqu8eous com- 
pound. This worthy disciple of Neptune had no 
sooner entered, and accomplished the necessary ex- 
ordium — " Good morning," than he commenced 
perambulating the room in true quarter-deck style, 
with a long spy-glass in his hand, with which he 
occasionally repaired to the gallery to scan the ho- 
rizon; and, apparently, taking upon himself the 
prescriptive right of laying an embargo upon the 
attention of all non-residents and novices until he 
had at least satisfied himself that he could not levy 



SKETCH BOOK« 25 

an impost upon their actions or inclinations. I 
soon ascertained that he was one of those important 
personages who take great delight in hearing them- 
selves talk, and imagine that they do so without 
failing to edify and eplighten their hearers — ^but as 
taciturnity on my part was the natural consequence 
of fatigue, and incidental to my engagement at the 
breakfast table, independent of inclination and 
habit, he at length became reconciled to monologue 
in the absence of dialogue, and I gained, perhaps, 
more information by my reserve than I should have 
acquired by interrogation. I had already ascertained 
by ocular demonstration, and with a singular punch- 
like compound feeling of surprise, mortification, and 
pleasure, that every vessel in the Downs had left 
the anchorage with the new wind, except a solitary 
man-of-war guard-ship, or floating police station 
for the suppression of smugglers. It was, therefore, 
with composure bordering on indifference that I 
regarded the supplementary information I derived 
from my companion's soliloquy, that upwards of 
three hundred sail of shipjJing had only a few hours 
before occupied the wide Expanse of water before 
me. " We had," said he, " somewhere about three 

VOL. I. c 
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V 



hundred on 'em at anchor here yesterday, with a 
sneezing south-wester blowing in their teeth, and 
now we hav'nt a stick to hang a rag on, except the 
King's lurcher there : — howsomever, it's a ill wind as 
blows nobody no good :" — a hitch of the waistband of 
his trousers, and an accommodating visit of the back 
of his hand to his weather-beaten nose, followed 
this singular epiphonema, and I was again left, for 
a few moments, cogitating, with a triangular piece 
of muffin in my hand, on the world of incident he 

had opened to my imagination. 

* # * # # 

Reader, lend me your ears ! and register on the 
tablet of thy memory the hints I shall now give to 
thee ; they may serve thee on a future occasion, 
peradventure you meditate a trans-Atlantic trip, 
and have especial regard to thy comforts. Let me 
then premise, that there are three particular means 
of conveyance, (the fourth, which consists of Mr. 
Webb's machines for walking on the water, not 
having come into general use.) A fine frigate is by 

■ 

no means objectionable, and shoidd'st thou happen 
to be related to, or connected with, one of the 
Lords Commissioners, or the Secretary of the Ad- 



sa^ 
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miralty, such a vessel may possibly be found tra- 
velling in thy route, and I recommend the selection. 
From the port of Falmouth, Post-office packets 
sail twice in every month, in which thou may'st 
calculate upon dispatch, and the avoidance of River 
and Channel navigation, hut per contra^ thou hast 
265 miles land carriage from London to get on 
board, and thy accommodation would not prove 
quite so commodious as may be on board a ^^ well- 
found," well-^fitted, respectable class of merchant- 
man \ Failing, then, in the first, it is to the latter 



^ These packets are now under the control of the Lords of the 
Admiralty. They are mostly brigs of war, commanded by lieu- 
tenants or masters in the navy, and are appointed to sail from 
Falmouth as. soon as the mails arrive, which are made up in 
London the Jirst and third Thursday in every month. 

The following are the present rates of passages to the several 
Islands, and from the West Indies to Falmouth^ 

Cabin. Steerage. 

From Falmouth to Barbados, Saint Vin- ^ £. s* d, £. s. d, 

cent, Grenada, Saint Lucia, Martini- V 43 22 Q 

que, or Saint Domingo 1 

to Dominica or Guadaloupe 44 23 

to Antigua or Montserrat 46 25 

to Nevis or Saint Kitt's 47 26 

to Tortola, Saint Thomas, or Jamaica 48 27 

to Carthagena, or Honduras 55 30 

to Vera Cruz or Tampico 60 32 

Q 2 From 
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I would direct thy attention, and should London be 
the point of thy debarkation, repair to Lloyd's 
Coffee House, at the Exchange, where thou wilt 
find notices of vessels of various tonnage and sea- 
worthiness from A 1 to E 1, arranged together ac- 

s 

cording to the ports or places whither they are 
bound. Ascertain with caution, that the ship of 
thy selection be a regular or constant trader to the 
place to which thou purpose proceeding, and es- 
pecially avoid embarking in a new ship, or with a 
captain that carries his wife with him ! By atten- 
tion to the first thou wilt be more prompt in thy 
departure, and thou may'st secure to thyself such a 
gaoler, as may reconcile thee to thy voluntary 

From Saint Thomas to Falmouth MOO 28 

Jamaica or Havannah to Falmouth 00 32 

Carthagena to Falmouth •••, 66 35 

Vera Cruz to Falmouth 70 38 

Female servants to pay two-thirds of the cabin passage-money, 
male se^rvants as steerage passengers, children under three years 
of age to go free, under nine years of age to pay as steerage pas- 
sengers, and aboTe i)ine as cabin passengers. 

Each passenger is allowed to carry any weight of linen, wear- 
ing apparel, and books, not exceeding 4001bs. Passengers not 
proceeding after taking their passage, forfeit half the passage 
• money. 

Beddii>g to be found by the passengers, 
^0 carriages are allowed to be carried. 
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imprisonment, inasmuch as he may have a repu- 
tation to lose for civility and attention to his pas-^ 
sengers, at the place of trading, if he have not a 
natural disposition to guide him in his duty — 
whereas, on the other hand, tliou might probably 
embark in a chance ship, engaged for one voyage to, 
or making ^^ a call" at the place of thy destination, 
with a skipper who would regulate thy accommoda- 
tion and thy comfort entirely by his own conve- 
nience and interest, and the chances in his favour 
that he may never see thee, or hear of thee again. 
In a new ship, one that has never been to sea, 
thou wilt assuredly be antioyed with caulking, 
tarring,,painting, nailing deate, fitting sails, setting 
up rigging, leaks in the decks, creaking of her 
timbers, and a train of disagreeable varieties to dis- 
turb the equanimity of thy temper for the voyage 
—or perchance discover a trenail-hole in the nether 
part of her hull to amuse thee at the pumps until 
a port be found in which to shelter thee from sink- 
ing — ^and with the skipper's wife on board, in sober 
verity we say it ! the chances are in favour of the 
ship ^^ missing her stay^^ in tacking, or getting 
upset in a squall Believe me, ladies, without dis- 

c3 
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paragement of your manifold attributes, the sea 
is not your element ! — ^the scarcity of mermaids 
proves that nature never designed that it should 
be, and nothing short of a matrimonial specula- 
tion to Calcutta, or a compulsory voyage to Port 
Jackson, ought to excuse your appearance on 
shipboard. Far less excusable is the presence of 
the captain's wife, for if he love his ship with the 
ardent affection of a genuine skipper, who by the 
bye, ought to adhere to a state of celibacy, jealousy 
must inevitably ensue, — he cannot fairly divide 
his- attention and his affections between the two 
loveliest feminine productions of nature and art. 

Having, therefore, made thy selection of a ship, 
take apodietical evidence of her worthiness before 
thou finally engage thy ber&. Repair on board, 
and if thou lov'st pure water, give thine eye to a 
dripstone : if there be not one (m board, enter a 
caveat at once against the bad taste of the cap- 
tain, and prepare thyself for a lack of otiier indis- 
pensables — ^remember shops are not open in the 
Atlantic. 

Select thy sleeping berth on the larboard^ or 
left-hand side; it is more firequently the weather 
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side, in sailing to the southward, and, consequently, 
higher above the surface, whence thou wilt either 
avoid, or hear less distinctly, the rippling and 
splashing noise of the water outside, and thou wilt 
be less likely to be annoyed with drops of water, 
which occasionally come through small leaks in the 
deck : the sensation, too, of being on the ^^ weather 
side," or to vnndward^ is, in all eases^ more 
agreeable ! 

« 

Avoid, if thou can'st, embarking in the River, 
imless as a novelty in thy account with experience ; 
make it a sine qud non in thy agreement with the , 
captain, that he ^^ take you up" at Deal, or 
Portfflnouth ; and if, perchance, thou meet'st with 
a co-passenger, ^^ dovetail thy arrangements in 
with his, and make thy journey to the coast 
together — economy and comfort suggest it. Even 
thus, most patient reader, I would do with thee, 
and with all my heart, I wish I could do honour to 
thy baptism, by greeting thee, in good fellowship, 
with thy true Christian cognomen; not that I am 
unmindful of the old adage, on the score of fami- 
liarity ; but it is meet, if we travel further together, 
that we should macadamize the route, and Siamese 

c4 
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our affections, in order to render the journey as 
pleasant as possible : — 

** Comes jucundus in via pro vehiculo est" 

I have provided thee with such a ship as I have 
spoken of; thou hast escaped the wear and tear 
of river navigation, by far the most disagreeable 
part of the voyage; all the numerous parentheses 
of pilots' whims and turning tides, Custom-house 
cockets and clearances; and especially, much of 
that compound effluvia peculiar to a ship before 
she has been well aired by the sea breezes. I have, 
only then, to ask thee, wilt thou proceed ? Thou 
art secure against sea-sickness, although, perchance 
I may introduce thee to a storm or two; thou 
may'st traverse six thousand miles and upwards 
of pure Atlantic, visit the Pandemonium I have 
presented to thee in perspective, without being 
singed or scorched^ enjoy a genuine tropical 
tra/Aira^-bath, and return safe to thy arm-chair, 
and enjoy thy beef-steak and rheumatism after the 
true English fashion — Vamos! 
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CHAPTER III. 



A COLLOQUY — DEAL BOATMEN — A DILEMMA — THE VENUS — 
POETICAL INVOCATIONt^CAPTAIN DOVE — SKIPPERS AND CAP- 
TAINS — PASSENGERS* 

" I nunc et ventis animam committe, dolose 
Coniisus ligno ; digitis k morte remotus 
Quatuor, aut septem ; si sit latissima taeda." 

JuvenaL 



^^ Ten pounds for putting us the distance of as 
many furlongs? Why, my good fellow, about 
treble the amount would pay our passage to the 
antipodes /** 

" That may be — but you must get o'board your 
bark, I take it, afore you conunence your voyage ; 
and we are willing to put you there; that is, if you 
pay us for our labour ; and little enough we ask, 
a'tween a score or two on us." 

^^ How so, you surely do not require a ship's 
company to man your cutter ?*' 

" Why, not exactly ; but we require a ship's crew 

c5 
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to man that little fleet of boats on the beach, and 
a staunch crew too, none of your swabbers and 
afiergiuird^ able seamen every inch on 'em, that 
have faced all weathers without wincing, and have 
often looked * Davy Joneff in the &ice, in saving 
many a land-lubber from his locker — ^aye, and 
without getting a blessing for't" 

Such was the colloquy between ourselves and 
our attendant Triton^ who had no sooner ascer- 
tained that our " Venui^ was approaching, and 
that it was dur purpose to embark in her, than he 
placed us, nolens volens^ under his surveillance, and 
without allowing us time for expostulation, our 
luggage was conveyed to the beach for embarkatiun, 
by a crew of eight sturdy sons of Neptune, who 
had been waiting the result of our harangue. 

The ship had appeared, coming round the North 
Foreland, while it was yet day-light, and her form 
was now indistinctly seen through the shades of 
evening, in a dark massy outline, made more pal- 
pable by a light at her mast head as a signal of her 
presence, but we had a drag unexpectedly put on 
our movements, in the shape of a demand, which 
it was neither convenient nor prudent to satisfy. 

12 
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The reasonable expectation, however, that a spirit 
of competition might be found even among boatmen 
in their vocation, did not allow us to capitulate, 
until we discovered that there existed a monopoly, 
in virtue of a compact and a jointrstock among the 
whole fraternity at Deal, and that they regelated 
their respective duties in turns, with the privilege 
of selecting, as occasion might require, any of 
the boats belonging to them collectively. 

In this dilemma, we proposed making a signal 
to the ship, by means of flashes of ignited gun- 
powder, not only that our captain might be aware 
of our presence on shore, but that the possibility 
of his sending a boat from tiie ship might act as 
a damper on the spirit of exaction, opposed to our 
purpose. 

^^ Lor bless you !" exclaimed our pertinacious 
companion, hitching up the waistband of his 
trousers as he spoke, and interweaving a forced 
laugh into the thread of his discourse, — <^ A boat 
from the ship, eh ? — Why you had better open an 
account with the underwriters at Lloyd's, and have 
the ship come on shore for you ; you'll get no boat 
from Acr, I can tell, 'ye ; she'll more likely have 

c6 
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her helm hard up presently, cracking down Channel 
with studding sails, low and aloft" 

However, whether from a dread of the projected 
signal, tired of needless altercation, or from a 
qualm of conscience, which adjusted the standard of 
value between his demand and the services to be per-- 
formed^ he had in the mean time reduced it to seven 
pounds, and the sum of three sovereigns at length, 
settled the difference between us : — henoe thou wilt 
not fail, to remember that four hundred per cent, is 
a conscientious reduction on the fluctuating value 
of labour among Deal boatmen. 

Our luggage was placed in the cutter, we took 
our seat in her, with a heavy and dispirited heart, 
and were committed, body and soul, into the 
buoyant waters : the recoiling surf discoursed 
melancholy murmurings in graduated distances 
along the pebbly shores, realizing the spirit of 
Paddy Home's poetry, by — 

** Imposing silence with a Hilly sound !" 

The light at the mast-head of the Venus was the 
. beacon of our destiny. 

We had no sooner been hailed from the ship 
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than the captain's commands, — the confused voices 
of the crew, and the noise of the ropes working 
through their blocks, reached our ears, and gave 
note of preparation ; and his anxiety to be making 
way with the increasing fair wind was manifested 
by the hasty dispatch of the boat, which conveyed 
us aboard, the brevity of the passing salute as we 
arrived on the deck, and the quick succession of 
his orders which followed. It was too dark to 
identify distinctly the person of any one on the 
deck, but as the lantern at the mast*head was hauled 
down, it cast a transitory and indefinite gleam on 
the surrounding objects, and discovered to us a group 
of females among the bustling throng, on the after- 
part of the deck. The vessel's head swung round to 
her course, the sails were trimmed to receive the 
freshening breeze, and to impel her on her way, 
and the waves following in our wake, reared and 
relaxed their feathery heads as they receded in 
succession from our view. No definite outline of 
shore was to be seen ; a dark irregular line, whose 
upper limits were lost in the hazy exhalations, 
dotted with glimmering lights, appearing and 
disappearing as objects intervened between us. 
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gave us assurance of our rapid progress through 
the waters. The noisy commotion and bustle of 
the crew had subsided, and our little captain, with 
whom we had now exchanged salutation in more 
cordial terms, had given directions to ^^ inake all 
mug for the night." We had also passed the ordeal 
of introduction to out fellow passengers, when we 
were instinctively transferred to a solitary position 
near the ta£frail, with our face to the shore, as 
effiectually inoculated with a poetical ardour, 
without a crotchet of harmony in our souls, as if we 
had been a young inamorato in the heyday of 
romance, made desperate by the charms of a 
relentless mistress. It was in such a situation that 
the " immortal Childe" imagined his epicedium to 
his " native land" — and in which other rovers be- 
yond the seaSj inspired by luxuriant imaginings, 
have breathed their " adieus" and " farewells" to 
the passing gale. 



<( 



England, with all thy faults, I love thee still." 



And where is the man born within her sea-girt 
shore, or nurtured under her cloudy and inclement 
canopies, whose heart does not beat a responsive 
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amen! We are unfortunately not only constitu- 
tionally rheumatic, asthmatic, and phlegmatic, but 
as defective in the attics as any one of her offspring ; 
they severally form the component parts of the only 
inheritance left us by our forefathers, and although 
we have not yet arrived at the entire possession of 
the entail, we have little doubt of one day discover- 
ing a chalk mine in our bones, and enjoying the 
amazement of our children at our faculty of writing 
our name with our knuckles. We, therefore, hold 
sympathy with thy chalky cliffs, thy mildewing 
atmosphere, and fogs and frost, as incentives to 
the solid enjoyments of an ^* Englishman's fire- 
side," — ^but verily, experience hath taught us, that 
we value not thy manifold benefits till they cease 
to be within our reach : — ^we felt it, even in the 
spirit of resignation, which had gained a mastery 
over our weakness, and which so effectually har- 
monized the sentimental chords within us, that our 
breathing bore ^olian sounds, and brought down 
one of the Muses — ^we forget which, or it might 
have been VibilicL, a patroness of troubadours, 
minstrels, and organ-players, to assist us in an 
accompaniment. 



40 THE WEST INDIA. 

Farewell, my country and my friends, 

The sea now rolls between us, 
To diff 'rent climes, for unknown ends, 

I sail — on board the Fenus. 
O'er threatening billows can I fly, 

And uncontroll'd conceive, 
'Tis here less difficult to die 

Than 'twas on land to live. 

Despair of Fortune makes me bold, 

I can in tempests sleep, 
And fearless of my fate, behold 

The dangers of the deep. 
I can in patience bear the load 

Of sorrow yet to come, 
You pity us who range abroad, 

We pity you at home. — 

'Tis true there's something touches near, 

I scarce can bid adieu ; 
'Tis all my hope, my care, my fear. 

And all that I pursue. 
*Tis what I love, yet what I fly 

" There's a vessel right a-head," exdaimed a 
voice from the fore part of the deck — " starboard 
your helm," said the mate — " starboard/* answered 
the man at the wheel — " meet her," added the 
mate — " meet her it is," rejoined the helmsman — 
and we passed, with astounding rapidity, close to a 
ship that was standing across our bo>^s. The shock 
was decidedly anti-poetical ; and for a few moments 
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our ideas were as unintelligible as a parcel of scat- 
tered type. We picked up sufficient for a conclud- 
ing verse : — 

Adieu, then, land of gas and steam, 

Of taxes, fog, and frost ; 
Of debt thou never can'st redeem, 

With profits on " prime eott ;" 
I leave thee, and I leave my friendsi 

My hopes, my cares, my love ; 
For other climes — for unknown ends 

I sail with Captain Dove. 

At this moment our presence was required in the 
cabin ; and somewhat overcome by the fatigue we 
had undergone, and the drowsiness which usually 
follows change of air, and the excitement incidental 
to change of scene, we readily yielded to the sum- 
mrons as an exordium to seeking repose. We found 
Captain Dove in a state of enviable complacency 
over a glass of gin grog, divested of his shore-going 
habiliments, and at perfect ease with himself, from 
the pleasurable conviction that he was " at home" 
He was in every sense of the word a genuine 
sailor, as well from an innate hereditary feeling, 
acquired from his father, who had " ploughed the 
main" before him, as from the force of long habit ; 
and he was divested of the affectation and absur- 



42 THE WEST INDIA 

dities, common among some of our trading captains 
in " these piping times of peace," who imagine 
commercial enterprise incompatible with the vain- 
glorious aspirations of former days, and having 
had their hopes disappointed of becoming heroes^ 
flounder in a sea of error in the endeavour to 
satisfy themselves that they are gentlemen ^ ! — 
Long habituated to a nautical life, the heart and soul 



^ The indiscriminate application of the word captain, to the 
commanders of merchantmen, as well as of men-of-war, and of a 
company in a regiment, has been known to operate seriously on 
the pride of many naval and military men holding that rank, and 
they would desire that the word skipper, or schipper, from the 
Dutch, which means in the accepted sense, the master of a trading 
vessel, should be exclusively appropriated to the less distinguished 
individuals of the order. The joke is, however, carried too far : 
we remember the circumstance of a young tyro in the field of 
Neptune, who having failed advancement in th? King's naval 
service, and possessing considerable interest with the oriental 
clique in Leadenhall Street, succeeded to the command of one of 
their ships. The youngster gloried in the superior outside lendings 
of a tolerable tailor, and among other absurdities appertaining to 
the dandy, he wore red-morwico heels to his boots. Arriving on 
board, after the ship had been prepared for sailing, he forthwith 
called for the steward: — " Oh, steward — a — my a — slippers — 
Where's the--a — ^mate." — Hearing the steward inform the mate 
that " the captain" wanted him — " Here, sir — steward-^! — ^a — 
desire you will not call me — * Captain* — I have no desire — a — 
to be a — taken for a trader ! — Mister, if you please — until my father 
dies — who is a Baronet ! — Now where's the mate — Oh I Mr. — a 
— what's your name — a — convey me to India /" — The boy ought to 
have been whipped, and put to bed. 
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of Captain Dove had become centered in his ship, 
and the element in which she lived — the sea was 
essential to his existence : his ship, his natural habi* 
tation — ^his cabin, his drawing room ; and the only 
periods from his boyhood when he mig^t really be 
said to have been absent from home, were the in- 
tervals between his voyages, when necessity rather 
than inclination had placed him on shore. Even 
his walk was amphibious, indicating a stiffness in 
the limbs from the habit of weari^ ^sea Ugs^' 
which caused a pendulous motion of the body like 
the waddle of a: duck, or the alternate -movement 
of. the distended legs of a pair of compasses; and 
his short robust stature added materially to the sin- 
gularity of his action. His iaee was rather of the 
bacchanalian- order, with a pleasing expression of 
^outh, and small laughing eyes ; the contour bear- 
ing the index of benevolence and good temper. 
In his language, he frequently indulged in a rum 
sequituVi especially when speaking of, or to his 
ship, which he often did with expressions of enthu- 
siastic admiration and regtird. A love of ^^JZa- 
leigKs pungent plant," and of that fattening com- 
pound, yclept "gin and water," appeared to 
him to constitute one of the cardinal virtues, and 
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he fisdled not to hug his sides in exquisite delight 
and satis&ction when mixing himself up in cardial 
co-operation with those essential ingredients of 
mundane felicity, and with that recreative adjunct — 
a game at cribbage. 

Our party consisted of Mrs. Georgiana Ghumbs, 
a widow, not very fair, ' extremely fat, and consi- 
derably past forty; her son, John Triptolemus 
Ghumbs, who had arrived at that unfortunate age 
between boyhood and puberty without any signs 
of precocious intellect, and to whom his mamma 
had as yet yielded every thing but a cravat and 
surtout, the height of his ambition, in exchange for 
a plaited frill and pin'fore. The three Misses 
Bangs, Creoles of the island of y re- 
turning from a fruitless search after health — the 
ostensible object of their trans- Atlantic trip. Miss 
Amelia Denton, a pretty little ladybird firom 
boarding-school, whom our Captain, in the plen- 
itude of his benevolence, had brought to Eng- 
land for education, and who, in default of a 
suitable remittance for her initiation, had been un- 
expectedly sent on board, like a parcel, directed to 
her friends in the West Indies : — ^and our own dear 
selves — but " we know not ourselves." 
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If Steam locomotion had not done so much to 
introduce to the inquisitive as well as the senti" 
mental traveller, the ordinary details of a cabin on 
board a steam-boat, we might feel disposed to de- 
scribe that of a sailing vessel, which differs from 
the former only in respect of embellishments and 
superior accommodation, according to their re- 
spective dimensions. 

The ladies were seated on either side of the 
cabin on board the Venus, according to the direc- 
tion of their respective sleeping berths, looking 
piteously sympathetic at each other, and John Trip- 
tolemus, whose proportions of manhood with the 
habiliments of youth gave a ludicrous aspect to his 
occupation, was watching the progress of an apple 
roastiiig at the cabin fire, whilst Captain Dove — 
may the bloom of health long rest on his weather- 
seasoned'Cheeks, was ^' doing the agreeable" in all 
the unrestrained self-will of homely independence. 
The feelings of his passengers were very diverse 
from his own — their homes were mere fabrics of 
the imagination, the ideal representation of those 
they had so recently left, or of those beyond the 
verge of many horizons ; — ^they had become the in- 
mates of a new world — they moved, breathed, and 
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had their being in a strange atmosphere, in an ele- 
ment to which they were unaecnstomed. A sort of 
mental inebriation — a staggering confusion of ideas, 
pervaded their whole system, and paralyzed the or- 
dinary functions of body and mind, producing such 
a compound sensation as we can imagine the silk 
worm, in the chrysalis state, to feel during the pro-^ 
cess of being " wound oflF," — ^and despite of every 
effort to reconcile themselves to the change, an un- 
controllable influence governed their inclinations. 
Each was substantially alone although in commu- 
nity of persons, their most prominent characteris- 
tics, predilections, and habits were in abeyance, and 
all the repellent qualities of their nature were in a 
state of active fermentation. They were mulHlate' 
rcds^ there was no dove-tailing one with another. 
What a solace is bed on such occasions ! — In the 
name of all that is lovely, dear reader, do not start a 
query on the subject, — Ladies, good night ! 

We left Triptolemus to the dictum of his mamma, 
and with Captain Dove ascended the deck, and 
when drowsiness announced that Nature's soft nurse 
Waited us below, — 

We steep'd " our senses in forgetfulness." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BAT OF BISCAY — PORPOISES, &C. — SAILOR's PRESCIENCE — A 

GALE-^CAPTAIN DOVE AND HIS DARLING THE CYCLOPS— 

LORD COLVILLE AND THE GRASSHOPPER — THE MELPOMENE's 
MAINHAST — USEFUL MEMORANDA — A GAME OF CRIBBAGE — 
PORTO SANTO. 

" The morning watch was come ; the vessel lay 
Her course, and gently made her liquid way; 
The cloven billow flashed from off her prow 
In furrows formed by that majestic plough." 

Byron, 



The morning opened upon us a hazy horizon with 
equivocal signs of land on our starboard side ; the 
breeze had freshened in the night, and continued 
to blow from the fair point, and our good ship, 
like a sea-nymph, sported with the billows as she 
pursued her steady course down Channel. — We 
passed several vessels homeward bound, contending 
with the winds and the waves, so auspicious to our 
purpose ; — some had come from the east, some from 
the west, some with rich cargoes, others in ballast, — 
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they had made northings and southings — ^plane- 
sailing and traverse courses, had encountered gales 
and storms, and calms, and all the varied vicis- 
situdes of the ocean, and were now opposed by- 
adverse winds, and were denied entrance to the 
havens they had so long sought — such is life ! 

On the fifth day we found ourselves in that tur- 
bulent province of Neptune's domain — the bay of 
Biscay, celebrated for storms and swells, porpoises, 
sea-gulls, and Mother Carey's chickens ' ; and the 
appearance of a drove of the former, proceed- 
ing against the direction of the wind, which had 
brought us thus far on our. voyage, was deemed 
by the sailors to be prophetic of a gale from the 
opposite quarter. There was an apparent affecta- 
tion of sober seriousness about the gambols of these 
gentry, as they pursued their course with a sort of 
rocking-horse motion on the surface, which re- 
minded us of a party of undertakers, performing a 
funeral, and their sombre colour, and the more 
gloomy aspect of the elements, indicated a general 
mourning on account of our fair wind, which was 

* The stonny petrel. 
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now " dying away.'* With all his superstition, Jaeh^ 
in this instance, proved his prescience to be in&lli- 
ble — the wind ceased to blow, but the waves con- 
tinued a sluggish cross motion, with a long swell 
from the southward and westward, causing the ship 
to roll immoderately. — Heaven bless ye, ladies ! — 
of all the physical calamities that have been en- 
tailed iq>on voyagers from the days of Noah, there 
is none equal in exquisite torment and torture, to a 
genuine unequivocal attack of sea-sickness ; it is 
anti-sodal in the extreme, and it comes upon one in 
the very heart and spirit of our recreations, em- 
bodying with it more real misery, and as much 
genuine selfishness as can well be concentrated 
under tiie operation of any one disorder in Christen- 
dom. It has been admitted by an eminent physi- 
cian, that medicine is intended, in most cases, to 
amuse the mind whilst Nature is curing the disease : 
this redoubted disorder is unong the exceptions ; 
mind and body are eompatient, and all your efforts 
to amuse the one, or to assuage the other, rise up 
in judgment against you. We were once sea-sick 
for a whole week, and we shall never forget the 
desolating revulsion it produced within us, driving 

VOL. L, D 
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the inward man into a comer of himself, and to speak 
to him was to produce such a sensation, as we could 
imagine a telescope to feel, — if it had feeling, — upon 
having its tubes forcibly pulled out against its incli- 
nation — all sympathy was swallowed up in self. 

For four-and-twenty hours the elements were 
extremely mysterious — the clouds hung low and 
misty, and being more massed and dense in some 
places than in others, the rays of the sun occasion- 
ally penetrated where they were most pervious, 
throwing alternate strata of light and shade across 
the dark heaving ocean, their fitful glances rather 
promoting in general effect, than dissipating the 
prevailing gloom.- — 

Captain Dove cogitated, and soliloquized — the 
topsails were reefed — the top-^gallant masts weie 
struck — " dead light^^ were talked of, and we 
thought of to-morrow. At length old Neptune got 
up in a monstrous rage, as if we had been poachers 
on his preserves, and before morning we were 
under storm-staysails, with the wind ' dead on end,' 
the Venus reeling and pitching and lurching in 
admirable disorder. 

It is a glorious sight to behold the hoary-headed 
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billows, rearing in turns their Iiaughty crests, now 
advancing with undulating sur&ces, and now re- 
tiring as if to renew their strength, forming with 
their stupendous heads ridges of moving moun- 
tains — ^and with their intermediate bases immense 
valleys of curling waters — the ship a crazy tene- 
ment in the valley of death, a few planks only be- 
tween life and eternity — ^now high, now low, now 
on this side, now on the other — ^at one moment her 
head lifted to the skies at the verge of a mountain's 
breaking brow, the next driving her way down the 
watery abyss, with an immense sea of threatening 
surges following in her wake, and rearing its awful 
head over her stem as if bent upon overwhelming 
her, and then raising its ample base to heave her 
from destruction. 

It has been observed by a celebrated writer, that 
<^the existence of a man may be continued for 
seventy years, and he may pass through an incalcu- 
lable variety of fortunes, while yet there may be 
many a nerve and vein of character that shall have 
lain dormant in him from the cradle to the grave, 
if he have never encountered an equal, — one to 
whom he has stood forth as open and undisguised 

d2 



52 THE WEST INDf A 

as to his own soul, between whom and himself 
«very thought has been shaped into words, and 
they have mutually poured their sensations into 
«ach other's bosom, even as a mighty riyer carries 
along with it all the spars and corks and feathers 
«nd straws, that float upon its stream/' — Tfa^^ is 
no question about the matter : and many a nerve 
too, shall have lain dormant — ^many a diord have 
remained untouched, if he have never encountered 
a genuine storm at sea, and, free from qnalms of 
Stomach and of conscience, have become so mixed 
up with the soul-absorbing mightiness of the raging 
elements, that worldly prejudices and worldly for- 
tunes have fallen beneath the scope of his compre- 
hension. — It is then, the imperfections — the asperi- 
ties of his nature sink deep in the crucible of his 
material being, and his soul assuming all its ethe- 
real dignity, stands forth open and undisguised be- 
fore his Maker, with every thoi^ht shaped into 
adoration, every word into praise. — 



*' Who thinks of sel^ wtien gassing on the skj t 
And who, though gazing lower, ever thought, 
In the young moments when the heart is taught 
Time's lesson, — of man's baseness or his own ? 
AH nature is his realm ^and love his throne!*' 
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Captain Dove was as devoted to his Venus, nigkt 
and day during the gale, as if it had been the 
period of her accouchement. He occasionally seated 
himself on a cherry-tree chair, which was fiistened 
to the weather side of the quarter deck, and 

With replenish'd pipe and oft repeated draughtiy 
He'd watch the motions of his ocean queen. 

<^ Thaf s right, my little beauty,'' he would say, 
as she rabed her head high on the buoyant waves; 
and then addressing the helmsman, as she descended 
into the foaming trough, <^ mind yoilr weather-helm 
now — e-a-se her, ease her, thatfs right — ^there she 
goes like a duck, bless her little heart — ^boy, a glass 
of gin and water — ^meet her again — there — just let 
her go her own way, only ease her now and then — ^ 
don't g^pe her — she'll go like a raoe-horse, if you 
let her alone, but she kicks if you give her spoke 
too much — forecastle there 1 take a pull of the 
foresheet — ^mind what you're about — don't yaw her 
about so— -treat her kindly, can't you ? — ^you may do 
any thing with her with kindness ; how's her head 
now ?" ** Nor-west and by west," replied the helms- 
man. <^Well done, my little darling — she's the 

Dd 
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prettiest ship that ever came out of the kingdom of 
heaven — ^boy, a glass of gin and water." 

Really sailors are very odd sort of men, their 
aquatic habits engraft upon them peculiarities 
which never fail to distinguish them from the rest 
of mankind ; the howling of the tempest affects not 
them ; they take their watch and watch, and sleep 
in their coffin more soundly, rocked by the buoyant 
billows, with death for a bed-fellow — a plank only 
between them, than a prince on a bed of down \ 
Their benevolence and kindly feelings are prover- 
bial; superinduced probably by a mutual depend- 
ence upon each other, by a companionship in for- 
tune and in peril, whence their virtues and their 
foibles, and their sympathies, become interfused, 
and the little community in which they are accus- 
tomed to move, assumes more the character of a 
large family, than ^f a society composed of all the 
discordant elements which mark communities in 
general. 

" It is the Cyclops,^* said Captain Dove, who had 

^ It is a sailor's boast that he eats his plate, which is com* 
monly a biscuit i that he sleeps in his coffin, his hammock ; and that 
he walks every day over his grave, the ocean. 
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been some time examining with a spy-glass an ob- 
ject, which, to the naked eye, was scarce percep- 
tible, and when detected was not bigger than the 
point of a needle 6rect from the horizon, but which 
was evidently the mast of a vessel, so distant from 
119 that her hull was &r below the verge of it. 
*' DoUand for ever, my dear captain, or thou art 
endowed with ubiquity — it may be Argus^ I take 
it, upon the same surety." " Fll wager my life it is 
the Cyclops," he repeated, not appearing to regard 
our scruples, ^' she lay at Gravesend with the Venus, 
and I know her by the splice in her main-top-gal- 
lant stay." He was evidently anxious to prove to 
us that, if his perceptions, in common witb those of 
his fraternity, were circumscribed within the bounds 
which a species of esprit de carps among ssdlors de- 
fines for them, those perceptions were proportion- 
ately vivid and comprehensive, as are those of a 
blind person, except the one of which he is totally 
destitute. " If it is not the Cyclops," said he, " I 
don't know a bowsprit from a marline spike, and I 
was never deceived but once." We had seated 
ourselves on the Companion, regarding the lulling 
of the storm and the gradual closing of the day. 

d4 
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Captain Dove had already taken his third glass of 
<^ gin and water/' and his nitiocinatiye faculties 
had acquired a fluency under the influence of 
smoking. " I'll tell you how it was,** he con- 
tinued ; ** the Melpomene has aniyed before us, 
said I, as we were standing into Portsmouth Har- 
bour ; < that's impossible,' said Captain O'Brien of 
the Vixen^ who had lost his ship, and came home' 
passenger with me ; and I thought so myself, but 
there she was, on the other side of a number of ves-^ 
sels whose masts and yards looked like a forest of firs ; 
—I could only see her mainmast — * it's impossible,' 
said O'Brien again, < she sails like a washing tub' — ^ 
that was true enough, and my little ship, the Gra^^ 
hopper^ was built like a wedge^ and sailed like a 
flying flsh^ nothing could touch her. I have had 
ten knots out of her on a bowline many times — and 
I don't foi^et how I astonished the Commodore on 
the passage home ; we started under convoy, about 
a hundred sail of us, and there were some desperate 
heavy sailors among 'em ; my little ship was always 
a-head of her station with her topsails lowered on 
the caps, while some of 'em were under royals and 
studding-sails. The commodore got in a rage, and 
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now and then sent a shot across our bows, which 
obliged us to luff round and heave to; one day we 
were about four points on his weather bow a--head 
of our station — ^whiz came a shot, and up went a 

« 

signal calling me on board. Lord Colville com- 
manded the convoy, and these lords always carry 
their authority under skynscrapers and heavenly- 
disturbers. Whew ! when I got on board, at the 
same time with two other masters, his Lordship 
began paying out handsomely. 

<* ^ What is the reason you don't keep your ships 
in their stations? what ship do you belong to. Sir ?' 

** *I don't belong to any ship, my Lord.' 

" * The devil you don't — then pray, Sir, what 
brig? 

** * No brig, either.' 
• D — ^n it. Sir, what do you mean ?' said he. 
' Why,' said I — * I mean that the ship belongs to 






me.' " 



This peroration was accompanied with a short 
suppressed laugh, that appeared the prolongation of 
an inward sensation of joy, which shook his sides 
and caused him to hitch up his trousers as if to give 
it accommodation ; he walked a few steps, and re- 
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tui^ned, as if suddenly furnished with supplementary 
information. 

^^ I can't help her sailing faster than any other 
ship in the fleet, says I ; his Lordship did'nt know 
what to do, whether to jump down my throat, or 
knock me down with the speaking trumpet ; but» 
he threatened to blow the Grasshopper out of the 
water with a broadside, if she was out of her station 
again. Avast heaving, thought I to myself — I'll 
give you an opportunity before next watch,' — 
the Grasshopper was not in her station three hours 
afterwards. It was no sooner dark, than I clapped 
every stitch upon her she could carry, and in the 
morning she was out of sight. I staked her sailing, 
and a dozen twelve pounders, with a good crew, 
against her insurance — ^boy ! a glass of gin and 
water — - 

** Well, as I was saying, we arrived in Portsmouth 
harbour, and I betted O'Brien that the Melpomene 
had arrived, but I was deceived, it was only her 
mainmast, which being too short for her, she had 
left it in the dock-yard at Rio, and another ship 
had got it ; I did'nt lose the wager though, it was 
a drawn bet." 
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The night came oti, the sea went daum, the wind 
came up, the choicest blow ^olus could send us, 
and in the morning Cyclops had lost his one eye, 
he was "ow^ ofsiffht;" but Cyclops was no sailor, 
and the Venus had been marvellously alert. Her 
goddess'ship had now ceased reeling, her sails were 
again expanded to the freshening breeze, the sun 
shone forth resplendently, and the ladies came on 
deck to share the bounties of the smiling day. 
They were wan: their better looks had been 
wrecked in the storm. Mrs. Ghumbs, who looked 
like the centre of gravity herself, had been con- 
stantly in dread of the centre feJling without the 
base, and she had not ventured on her legs farther 
than across the cabin, since her arrival on board ; 
and, in that undertaking she had been occasionally 
assisted by her sable attendant. In her ascent to 
the quarter deck, she was preceded by Angelique — 
such was the very pre-possessing name of her do- 
mestique — who bore a deal box, the proportions of 
which gave instant assurance that it had been 
^^made to order^^ and that Mrs. Ghumbs could 
claim it as her own. In its construction the law 
of gravitation had been studiously regarded; its 
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dqfOi about a foot, corresponded exactly with the 
height deemed most convenient and safe ioit a seat, 
and its length and breadth not only provided for 
the expansion of the person whose weight it was 
designed to bear wiihovt, but for the solid contents 
it was intended should be contained within. Mrs* 
Ghumbs had crossed the ocean twice before : the 
Atlantic had separated her from her husband by 
mutual consent; and her settlement, although in 
direct contravention of the terms upon which they 
had mutually settled in life, had reconciled her to 
the prospective issue of the divorce. " Short crops 
and low prices,'* had nevertheless afforded groimds 
for recriminatory correspondence, till a liver com- 
plaint arbitrated between them, and the award was 
given in her favour by the sudden dissolution of 
Mr. Ghumbs, and the entire reversion of Coco-nut 
Hall to herself during life. In proceeding to take 
possession, she bethought herself of all that expe- 
rience had taught her to require on a voyage^ and 
the box in question was the receptacle of divers 
little notions essential to her convenience and com- 
fort ; and in order that it might never be out of her 
sight, or out of her reach, foresight and deliberation 
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had designed it for the two-fold purpose we have 
mentioned. 

We find in our << Note Book/' the following me- 
moranda : ^^ Ginger cakes to be put up in tin canis- 
ters ; they are grateful to a weak stomach, remov- 
ing irritability and nausea, and suppressing flatu- 
lency; they are also an agreeable check to the 
appetite an hour before dinner with a glass of cherry^ 
brandy** 

" If you cannot insure soft bread on the voyage, 
which the captain ought to provide, have some 
rusks^ or French rolls cut in slices, and toasted, put 
up in tin boxes : the packages will become useful 
afterwards." 

^^ Coolinff medicines for a warm climate, to be had 
from Apothecaries Hall" Verbatim from Mrs. 
Ghumbs. 

^^ N.B. The Dripstone upset in the gale : Mrs. 
Ghumbs provided with a piece of fine gauze to 
strain the water." 

A man may gain information or useful knowledge 
in whatever situation he may happen to be placed 
if he be not too proud to ask for it, or to listen 
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to those who may be ready to afford it; and many 
self evident facts and useful hints would escape 
our observation and attention, but for the gratui- 
tous intelligence of those who are obscure in 
capacity, or beneath us in society. The pedlar 
on the road side is not without a store of knowledge, 
however circumscribed it may be, and the circum- 
stance of his pursuits being different to our own, 
has presented to him objects unseen by ourselves, 
and yielded to him information of which we are 
ignorant; and if that information be not directly 
useful to us, it may interest us for the time, or 
leave an impression on the mind for reflection to 
feed on, which may prove the germ of a profitable 
theory. 

The weather was now settled, and the ship glided 
almost imperceptibly through the water ; our voca- 
tion became more uniform, and every expedient 
was adopted to ^^ dissipate dulness and give time 
a shove." Mrs. Ghumbs, seated on her box on 
deck, and expanded into the proportion of a Norfolk 
Biffin, knitted garters and dialogued with the 
captain — Needlework, painting and reading, walk- 
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ing and talking, engaged the attention of the three 
sisters, and Triptolemus and Amelia reciprocated 
in unrestrained sportiveness, till Captain Dove 
became alarmed for hb ward, and Mrs. Ghumbs 
for her son. 

" A glass of gin and water," said the captain, 
one evening, as we entered the cabin, where hd 
was engaged at the game of.cribbage with Mrs. 
Ghumbs. John, the cabin boy, who had been 
watching the progress of the game, had so &r 
allowed drowsiness to overtake him as to be deaf 
to a demand which sounded as the echo of a requi- 
sition which had been satisfied at least a dozen 
times. " Fifteen-two, fifteen-four, and a pair is 
six"— ^said Mrs. Ghumbs — " and one for his /loi," 
continued the captain, who at that moment brought 
his knuckles to bear on the cranium of Master 
John with such astounding emphasis, that the boy- 
roared out his accustomary ^< Yes, Sir," with the 
voice of a maniac, imagining that the demand had 
that moment been made from the quarter deck, 
and that a vociferous reply was required by the 
distance. 



64 THE WEST INDIA 

The land of Porto Santo rose up before us on 
the eleventh day from the Downs, and as we 
approached it, Uie wind ceased to blow that we 
might stop to look at it. This island was disco- 
vered in 1418, by John Gonzales Zarco and Tristan 
Vaz, who had been driven from the African coast 
in a gale. Madeira was first seen from it in the 
following year. 



PORTO SANTO. 
Tkeetlremu itarbigfivm S. B. by S. la S. E. 
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CHAPTER V. 



CALllS AND CURBGMT8 — TBE NAUTILUS — GULF- WEED -»THC 
TELAGIC SCTLLA — MBDU8JE — PILOT-FISH — SHARKS — A DEAB 
CALM — WHISTLING FOR A WIND — SAILOR'S VOCATION — A 
BREEZE — ^A CATASTROPHE. 



" Thou glorious mirror ; where the Alinight3r's form 

Glasses itself in tempests ; — in all time 
Calm or conyuls'd — in breeze, or gale, or storm, 

Iceing the pole, or in the torrid clime 
Dark heaving : — ^boundless, endless, and sublime^^ 

The image of Eternity ! — the throne 
Of the Invisible ; even from out thy slime 
The monsters of the deep are made ; each zone 
Obeys thee — thou go'st forth, dread, fathomless, alone." 



For some days the winds were Uglit and baffling, 
and occasional calms left us entirely to the influence 
of a slight current which conveyed us a few miles 
in the direction of our course, whilst the smooth 
glassy surface of the surrounding waters gave no 
token of our movement; in the mean time, light 

12 
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vagrant airs sported on their bosom, producing 
here and there a gentle ripple, sometimes running 
in long narrow veins, at others in detached con- 
centrated figures, where eddying currents had 
settled, and occasionally with more palpable signs 
of a steady and encreasing breeze approaching us 
from the horizon. 

The tender Nautilus^ ^^ the ocean Mab, the fairy 
of the sea," was seen floating its light fragile form 
on the peaceful surface, opening its gossamer 
sails to the passing zephyrs, luxuriating in the 
lifetime of a day — vitality centered in an atom, 
an atom holding a rank, and having an unity or 
connexion of purpose, . in the interminable scale 
of the creation, and capable of exalting the con- 
ceptions of man of its mysterious, boundless, and 
ever varying beauties. It seemed as if the genius 
of repose had placed it as a beauty-spot on the face 
of the slumbering ocean, tiiat its diminutive and 
delicate form might give assurance of continued 
peace. 



<( 



He, when the lightning-wing'd tornados sweep 
The surge, is safe — his port is in the deep, 
And triumphs o'er the Armadas of mankind 
Which shake the world, yet crumble in the wind. 
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A few patches of the " Gulf Weed^* were also 
seen on the surface, some of them floating about 
the ship near enough to be taken on board with 
a bucket or drag-hook. Great quantities of this 
weed are conveyed into the Atlantic by the 
precipitous currents which issue from the vast 
rivers of the Orinoco, and by the influx of the 
ocean into the Caribbean Sea; whence they pass 
into the Mexican Gulf, and find an outlet through 
the straits of Florida, detaching the weeds from 
the bottom of the sea with their impetuosity. 
In some parts, the face of the Atlantic is so 
completely covered with it, that it has rather the 
appearance of an inundated field, than that of the 
unfathomable deep. Upon examining a small 
quantity, we found it bacciferous, and several 
small shell fish of the crab and muscle species were 
attached to it, as well as that peculiarly constituted 
creature, the Pelagic Scylks, whose singular form 
reminds us of " the Amphisboena dire," so long 
the puzzle of naturalists, in their endeavour to 
ascertain its head from its tail. It is perfectly 
diaphanous, resembling mucilage, and we could 
see distinctly the berries of the weed undigested 
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within it ^ Innumerable bbibbersj or medusae, of 
various and singular shapes, floated in different 
depths below the 8ur£Ekce, some of them with loitg 
filaments, and so extremely transparent tibat they 
were scarcely perceptible, and others were seen 
only when the sun's beams penetrated, with in-* 
creased power, the translucent element*. Fishes 
also, now and then, showed their shining sides as 

^ The appearance of these vast fields of weed, togedier with 
numerous sea fowl, had great influence in dispelling the fear of 
the first navigators to the new world, who readily construed it into 
an indication that land was at no great distance. 

' Captain Scoresby, during one of his voyages to the arctic 
regions, where it appears the meduss and other marine animals 
abound, examined a quantity of sea water, which had acquired an 
olive green colour from the multitude of them it contained* 
" They were about a quarter of an inch asunder. In this propor- 
tion a cubic inch of water would contain 64, a cubic foot 110,593» 
a cubic fathom 23,887,872, and a cubic mile about 23,888,000, 
000,000. From soundings made in the situation, where these 
animals were found, it is probable the sea is upwards of a 
mile in depth, but whether these substances occupy the whole 
depth is uncertain ; provided, however, the depth to which they 
extend be but 260 &thoms, the above immense number of 
one species may occur in a space of two miles square. It may 
give a better conception of the amount of medusae in this extent, 
if we calculate the length of time that would be requisite for a 
certain number of persons to count the quantity : allowing that 
one person could count a million in seven days, which is barely 
possible, it would have required that 80,000 persons should have 
commenced counting at the creation of the world to complete the 
enumeration at the present time.'' 
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they turned suddenly in their sports, or to dart at 
their prey, and were again lost in the impenetrable 
depths. Among the number the dolphin was re- 
cognized by the bright reflection of its virid co- 
lours ; and huge monsters and myriads of smaller 
creatures, of no determinate form, mixed in the 
living group— 



" A breathing and a busy world, 
Around the self same centre hurl'd" — 



veltdi in speculum, — ^During this time two or three 
pilot fish kept their station in the eddying waters 
about the vessel's rudder — This little fish, as it is 
seen in the water, resembles the perch in appear- 
ance, having dark blue or purple stripes across 
the back, but it is less attenuated in its proportions, 
being much deeper over the shoulders ; neither is it 
armed with bristles, as the perch is. — The pilot 
fish is remarkable for its constant attendance on the 
zhark in the character of court-sycophant, and ad- 
viser of the aquatic Domitian — an office said to be 
co-ordinate with that of the jackaU to tiie lion, 
whose duty it is to direct tiie m<Hister in pursuit of 
his prey. The royal master of these younkers had 
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probably been condemned by a jury of British sai- 
lors, and his little satellites were consequently out 
of office. — We had one of these sanguinary despots 
of the deep prowling about the ship for several 
days, and the sailors made many attempts to 
entrap him with a .baited hook, but he managed 
to dislodge, with impunity, two or three pieces of 
salt pork, of two pounds each, much to Jack's 
mortification, who found the experiment more ex- 
pensive than agreeable. The hook was attached to 
about three yards of iron chain at the end of a 
strong rope, and after various expedients, the bait 
was secured to it with a lashing — ^but to no pur- 
pose — the sagacious old fellow was too wary, and 
he kept from the surface, probably in the strength 
of hb wisdom, to avoid the harpoon. The water 
being so very clear, we could see him about twenty 
or thirty yards under the surface, and the bait be- 
ing again sunk he attacked it with violence, as if 
annoyed at the intrusion, but with sufficient cau- 
tion to avoid the hook ; he at length succeeded in 
extracting the bait, as he had done before, causing 
a great vibration of the chain in the attempt, which 
although so far under the water was distinctly heard 
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upon deck, and the rope was sensibly agitated in 
the sailor's hands. After having swallowed the 
morsel, the monster followed the hook as it was 
drawn to the surface, gave us a parting salute, and 
then sheered off. He was an immense fellow, 
about 20 feet in length, and he evinced a greater 
degree of sagacity than the voracious habits of 
this fish usually admit of their practising, regardless 
of the proverb, Occvltum visus decurrere piscis ad 
hamum. — It was remarked, that he was unattended 
by the pilot fish, unless perchance they were clo- 
seted in the anti-chamber of his stomach — whither 
it is said, they occasionally fly from danger, or to 
enjoy relaxation from their duties, — and those which 
had been seen about the ship showed ho signs of a 
disposition to give him their services *. 

The most perfect calm now prevailed : not the 

1 The friendly compact subsisting between these lilliputians and 
their monster mate, is not more remarkable than the singular con- 
trivance which nature has suggested to them, as well as to other 
inhabitants of the ocean, for the like preservation of their young. 
Besides the shark, the dog-fish, and the squatina are among those 
which harbour their offspring within them on approach of danger* 
" It is in like manner affirmed," says an old writer ** that the 
whale, wherever she goes, hath marching before her a little fish 
like a sea-gudgeon, which from that service is called her guide. 
The whale follows him, suffering herself to be led and turned, as 
easily as the rudder causes the ship to turn about ; and in requital 
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slightest air stirred, sufficient even to disturb the 
dog-vcme ^ — the attendance of the hehnsman at the 
wheel was unnecessary, and the vessel was lefii; to 
herself. In the day, a clear blue cloudless dcy o'er- 
canopied the visible hcnrizon, the vivifying sun 
pursuing his course over our heads ; at night the 
starry firmament was mirrored in the glassy deep, 
and no horizon was to be seen ; the heavens and 
the waters were commingled, forming a globular 
world of themselves, and the ship appeared sus- 
pended as the central object ; it was the beau ideal 
of magnificent solemnity — the creation slumber- 
ing ! — so clear and transparent were the waters, 
that the end or bottom of the rudder was di^inctly 
seen from the taffirail^ and gave to the beholder 

of this service, whereas whatever enters into the horrid chaoe of 
this monster's throat, is immediately lost and devoured, this little 
fish makes it his retiring, and his resting place ; and while he lyes 
there asleep the whale stirs not, hut as soon as he gets out she 
presently follows him : and if it happen the said fish should be a 
little out of the way, she wanders up and down striking many times 
against the rocks, as a ship without a rudder ; which thing Plutarch 
affirms that himself was an eye-witness of, in the island of Jnti' 
cyra," — Davies* Hist Carribby Islands, 1666. 

^ The dog-vane consists of a few of the lightest feathers that 
can be procured, and sometimes of one feather, attached to a piece 
of string, intended to show the direction whence the lightest airs 
may proceed, when the other vanes are not disturbed. 
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the idea, that we were resting on a pivot Silence 
might be said to be supreme, for there was nothing 
to mark that it might be disturbed, save the occa- 
sional whisper of the topmost vane, turned by a 
passing zephyr, high above our heads, or as the 
vessel gently and almost imperceptibly, heeled to 
the long undulating motion of the unruffled sur- 
face. She lay like a night-mare on the heaving 
bosom of the boundless deep. We were all more 
or less impressed with the prevailing stillness — 



** Such harmony is in immortal souls ; 
But whilst this muddy vesture of decay 
Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it : 



tt 



the watch ventured to sleep without dereliction of 
duty, and if one or two of the number lounged 
over the gangway, or lay meditating on the deck, 
no other sound was heard, and that only at inter- 
vals, than the inward humming of an old tune, the 
superstitious practice among sailors of whistling 
for a wind, or the whispering breathings of a bud- 
ding passion between Triptolemus and Amelia 
Denton. No situation, or at least no combination 
of elementary influences, could be better adapted 
to promote the germinating principle within them, 

VOL. I. E 
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to make their young blood run riot in their veins. 
Trees and rivulets and velvet banks are essential 
to the formation of a love scene, when it is made 
up of patches ; but here it was formed of one de- 
terminate whole, the masterpiece of sublimity and 
beauty — the atmosphere pure from the vault of 
heaven, the odour of pitch and tar excelling that 
breathed from violets and jasmine, and the light 
sounds we have mentioned surpassing the song of 
nightingale or thrush, because consistent, and in 
harmony with the whole machinery of the scene : — 
Master Ovid had no idea of the torrid zone, when 
he wrote *' non est habitabilis cestu.** 

Had we been in other latitudes we might rea- 
sonably have calculated upon rough weather in 
compliment to the old saying, ^^ after a calm comes 
a storm," and vice versd^ and the prophetic remark 
of one of our crew to his shipmate, who had been 
some time cogitating over the gangway, and whist- 
ling for a wind, might have predisposed us to fear 
the consequences — " Clap a stopper on that whistle 
and belay it," — said he, " you'll have wind enough, 
I guess, before your hands get soft It's doing 
double duty somewheres, and when we gets hold 
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Oil it, the timbere of the old witch '11 crack again, 
I warrant y^/' — " WeU, there's one comfort, Tom : 
it can't last for ever, that's pretty certain — the 
shlp'U rot first, and while there's pay and grub, 
why we has the best on't" This was uttered with 
genuine Doric simplicity, his mind was quite 
recondled to the issue, and there was more philo- 
sophy in tbe confession, than the sternest syllogist 
dare venture to dispute ; for afiter all, the ne plus 
ultra of modern philosophy is but to satisfy the 
mind by artificial means, when nature is at cross 
purposes with herself. 

During the prevalence of these calms, there was 
no lack of employment for the crew during the 
day. Science had established for us the certainty 
that we were within the pacific province of 
Neptune's wide domain, and that only at particular 
seasons, or within prescribed bounds, he manifested 
the turbulent disposition of his power ; and if, as 
Jack sagaciously surmised, the breezes were doing 
double duty in another quarter, we calculated with 
certainty, that they would at length attend us 
with a good grace, and compensate us for the time 
we had waited for them. 

e2 t 
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In the day-time^ the sailots were engaged in 
mending the spare sails, '^ in setting up" th6 tigging^ 
picking old ropes into o&kuin, fof the purpose of 
caulking the seams of the decks or ship's sides, 
spinning spuU'-yarti or making gaskets, re-stowing 
the hold, in order to trim the ship, occasionally 
made needful by the constitiiption of provisions 
and water, or the shifting or settling of the cargo ; 
and a variety of petty jobs^ which the constant 
working and wear of a ship's gear render necessary. 
Indeed, a sailor's life is by no means of so indo- 
lent and uninteresting a character, as is generally 
imagined by landmen; but it owes much of its 
interest to the uncertainty and consequent variety 
of its details. It is true that the sphere of action 
on board-ship is very circumscribed, and destitute 
of the charms and elegancies of more polished 
society; but to the speculative or contemplative 
mind, it affords constant and abundant materials 
on which to feed, and such as serve to elevate 
rather than to depress the moral and intellectual 
faculties of man. There are manifold resources for 
the mind to revel in at leisure, other than the 
every day routine of roast and boiled, or regard 
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to the changes of the capricious elements. Even 
the smallest object appearing on the surface, serves 
to break the monotonous uniformity of the sur- 
rounding waters, and never fails to excite intense 
interest with all on board, especially in that con- 
templative season of a sea life*--a calm. Speculation 
is immediately alive as to the nature or origin of 
the object, the cause of its appearance: and, 
according to its distance, every form association 
can afford it, is assumed in succession. '^ It is a 
bird, or a turtle : no, if s a bottle," perhaps thrown 
overboard, with the sad memorial within it, of 
some vessel's disastrous fate, to stand the buffeting 
of many a turbulent gale, to set on edge the teeth 
of some hungry shark, or to disappoint the hopes 
of a ravenous sea-bird, ere it reveal the appalling 
secret of its purpose ; and probably it has afforded 
the same or similar speculations to the inmates 
of other ships, wlio may have passed it in their 
trackless course. 

^< All hands make sail," at length sounded in our 
ears. A long dark line appeared on the horizon from 
the north-east, a sufficient indication of a coming 
breeze, to warrant preparation for it: it gradu- 

£ 3 
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ally increased in width as ii approached; and 
before all the sails could be prepared to receive it, 
the unru£9ed surface of the waters in our wake, 
jumped up in turbulent motion, whilst the other 
portion a*head of us, gradually awaking from 
its slumbers, was soon seen in uniform anima- 
tion ; the vessel danced as with joy on the buoy- 
ant billows, and the white bosoms of her ample 
canvas swelled with the invisible and creeping 
wind* 

Each day reduced, in rapid strides, the span 
of our voyage, and we began to think of other 
and different scenes. The Venus was putting on 
her holiday attire : her suit of sails were changed, 
her topmasts were scraped and fresh greased, her 
rigging set up and newly " rattled <lown," and her 
sides were in course of painting, while she pursued 
her impetuous course, at the rate of eight miles in 
the hour, through the yielding waters. 

Gracious Heaven ! — what sound is that ? The 
ship heels to the wind, and the curling waters in 
her wake define, by a circuitous trail, a deviation 
from her course — the Captain's voice is hmried 
and imperative, and the confusion on deck bespeaks 
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an urgent and a desperate cause. — We hastened 
from the cabin as soon as we could recover our- 
selves from the leeward part of it, where we had been 
suddenly conveyed by the heeling of the vessel. 
The crew were collected at the after- part of the 
quarter-deck, hastily preparing one of the quarter 
boats: every thing indicated consternation and 
alarm : " Crd away^ my lads ! — stand by to jump in^** 
exclaimed Captain Dove. — A heavy deep drawn sigh 
called our attention in a different direction — it was 
Mrs. Ghumbs on her leys. — " Dear me ! what a 
shocking thing," she exclaimed, as we exchanged 
a hasty and inquiring look, and some big round 
drops started at the moment from her eyes, ^^I 
fearthere's nochance !** — " Lower away handsomely,** 
continued the Captain ; and the boat descended to 
the surface with six of the crew, " Now then, my 
lads, pull away I-r^starboardyourhelm, — there, straight 
as you go f* — ^and every eye was directed to one 
point, every heart throbbing responsive to the 
sound of the oars, and the rocking motion of the 
boatmen. 

The ship had been brought round suddenly, and 
without preparation, the moment the cries of two 

£ 4 
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men, who had fallen overboard, called attention to 
their situation ; but so great was her velocity, with 
all sail set going before the wind, that by the time 
her progress was stopped, their heads were scarce 
to be seen at the opposite point of a semi-circle of 
dead water, which marked the course she had taken, 
and the intervening waves occasionally hid them 
from our view. — ^The men in the boat, being so 
much nearer the surface, could not behold even the 
heads of their unfortunate shipmates : they pulled 
towards the spot by conjecture, or by the direction 
given to them by the Captain at starting ; and we 
continued to watch their progress with intense 
anxiety, and with apprehension that the objects of 
our solicitude would be exhausted before assistance 
could be afforded to them. 

There are times when all the faculties of the 
human soul seem to assume a co-ordinate rank, and 
to converge, to concentrate, and interfuse one with 
another, as if in unison of purpose to produce one 
great effort, one intense and indivisible feeling, no 
matter whether of hope or fear, joy or sorrow, love 
or hatred, as each in turn may acquire the co- 
operation of the whole— or when all, save one, be» 
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eome so paralyzed or subordinate in action, that 

we cease to be under their respective influence. — It 

was thus we stood assembled together on the deck, 

casrce consciousof each other's presence, all absorbed 

by one feeling, all intent on one purpose: the 

sails were left flapping in the wind, and the wind 

whistled mournfully through the rigging, as if per* 

forming a dirge over the departed. At length 

doubts were entertained whether the heads of the 

unfortunate seamen were yet to be seen — ^^ I can 

only see one," exclaimed Captain Dove, who had 

stationed himself on the mizen rigging, to have a 

more extensive view, ^^ and the boat is approaching 

the spot — ^it is now pulling in a different direction." 

— *^ Oh ! I fear it's too late," observed Mrs. Ghumbs. 

— << It turns again," continued the Captain, ^^ and 

now stops." — " They've got them, they are taking 

them into the boat," said one of the crew. It was 

evident they were not pulling, and that some were 

standing up, but we could not discern their motions 

distinctly: they resumed their seats, and pulled 

towards the ship — Captain Dove descended to 

the deck. 

Hope and fear contended for the mastery over 

£ 5 
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* 

US, as the boat approached. We could not see the 
sufferers, but they were probably at the bottom of 
the boat, exhausted — perhaps insensible — "Yes, 
there is one !"— exclaimed Triptolemus, — " I see his 
head !" — " It's Vermm^ then, no doubt," said one of 
the crew ; " he is the best swimmer, and poor Went-^ 
wortVs gone." 

The boat came alongside — we looked into it— 
but no one spoke — the ladies descended mournfully 
to the cabin : Charles Vernon and Wentworth were 
not of this life, — the hat of the former was all that 
was found. 

"And could you see nothing of them?" in- 
quired Captain Dove, when the crew came on 
deck. " We saw one of them for some time, but 
when we got to the spot he had disappeared, and 
the water was the colour of blood : at that moment 
we thought we saw him again above water ; but it 
was the back fin of one of the largest sharks I ever 
beheld, and we afterwards saw three of them." 

" Poor fellows !" — exclaimed Captain Dove with 
emotion ;— " poor fellows," he repeated to himself 
as he walked to the opposite gangway. For a few 
moments he was absorbed in painful reflection — he 
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passed the fingers of his right hand across his eye- 
lids as he resumed his station on the quarter-deck, 
and he gave orders to make sail, with a dispirited 
and oppressed heart 

The two sufferers had been employed painting 
the sides of the ship, and a plank, which formed a 
moving stage, was suspended overboard by two 
ropes at the extremities of it, for them to stand on. 
Vernon had been on deck, and returning to his 
duty full of life and animation, he jumped with 
boyish gaiety on the firagile board, and severed it in 
two. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DOLPHINS AND B0NETA8 — FLTING-FISH — A DOLPHTN TAKEN — 
DESCRIPTION — THE CORTPHiENA AND THE DELPHINUS — GULLS 
AND BOOBIES — DESEADA. 

" Oh, who can tell, save he whose heart hath tried 
And danced in triumph o'er the waters wide, 
The exulting sense, the pulse's madd'ning play, 
That thrills the wanderer of that trackless way 7" 

Byron. 



The breeze continued to increase, and the sur- 
rounding waves reared their white feathery heads 
in playful succession, the vessel repelling them 
from her sides, as she stemmed her liquid way, 
leaving in her wake their relaxed forms in a long 
trail of eddying foam. Numerous dolphins and 
bonetas were seen occasionally through the pellucid 
element, darting forward with astonishing swiftness, 
as if emulating her velocity, and the flying fish 
continued to spring in shoals above the surface, to 
escape their pursuers beneath, or in fear of the huge 
wooden monster floating on the buoyant waters. 
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Pursued by the dolphin, their greatest foe, as 
well as by the baneta^ the flying fish leave their 
element to avoid destruction ; but the penetrating 
vision of their pursuers marks their shadows on 
the sur&ee, and following their ^course till the 
wings of the fugitives become relaxed and dried, 
which cause them to drop, with the noise of a hail- 
stone shower, they become an easy prey : those that 
escape, again rise with replenished purpose, and 
again and again as necessity dictates; thus passing 
a transitory and precarious existence, alternately 
an inhabitant of the air and of the water \ Several 
hundreds of them rise into air at the same mor 
ment, making a light fluttering and wirey sound 
with their wings; and as they wend their way 
in a curvated direction for the distance of three 
and four hundred yards, their silvery brightness, 
and the delicacy of their aeriel forms, beautifidly 
contrasted with the dark blue waters beneath 
them, and made more vivid and sparkling in ap- 



1 The real acceptation of the word wtngt, is scarcely to be ad- 
mitted, for in reality they are nothing else than two large fins 
situated post bronchiaf measuring from the extremities when ex- 
panded, about the length of the fish. 



W^^^^f^ 



86 THE WEST INDIA 

pearanoe, as the sun's rays or the pale moon-beams 
catch their glistening wings, produce an effect of 
singular harmony and beauty, and one which seems 
to partake of the influence of enchantment There 
is, indeed, something painfully interesting in con- 
templating the beautiful effect produced by these 
little inhabitants of the ocean, associated as it is 
with the hard fate that awaits them ; and we might 
stop to inquire, whether Nature has not counter* 
acted her own designs, by furnishing them with 
wings for the purpose, as it would appear, of eluding 
their enemies of the deep, only to become a prey 
to those of the upper region : 

** Incidit in Scyllam, cupiens vitare CharybdiiiL" 

But Dame Nature, whose designs are not always 
what they appear to the finite comprehension of 
man, is entitled to credit for more judgment in 
these matters. Her boundless domain is ever pre- 
senting to us objects of no apparent utility ; but 
experience teaches us that notiiing is made in 
vain, and that tiie operations of her designs are co- 
ordinate with the necessities of her creatures. We 
might ratiier argue, therefore, that a redundant 

12 
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supply of food for the inhabitants of the deep, 
may have occasioned this export of the little urchins 
to meet the deficiency among the fowls of the air, 
who occasionally afford a morsel in the way of 
barter to their aquatic neighbours. 



tt 



With teeth and claws hy Nature arm'd they hunt 

Nature's allowance, to supply their want : 

But tnan — ^with smiles, embraces, friendship, praise, 

Inhumanly his fellow's life betrays. 

With voluntary pains works his distress, 

Not through necessity, but wantonness." 



A few hundred yards of line had been towing 
astern of the ship, with a hook at the end of it, and 
it was now seen carried out on one side of the ship 
with a great strain upon it, and the difficulty of 
drawing it in, was sufficient evidence that a fish of 
large dimensions, and of great power, was ensnared. 
We could at times distinctly see the captive, as it 
darted in various directions at the end of the line, 
shining through the tops of the translucent waves 
which intervened between us, and the velocity of 
the ship's way (about eight miles in the hour) 
added much to the lively interest of the sport. As 
the span of the line became contracted, the bright 
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glowing hues we could perceive, and wliich were 
made powerfully prismade by tlie agitated water 
in the sun's rays, satisfied us that a dolphin was the 
captive, and our curiosity was the more powerfully 
excited by the traditional stories related of this 
fish, and its singular property of changing its 
colours when dying — 

" Mille trahit moriens, adverso sole, colores." 

As the limits of its range became more circum- 
scribed it manifested a greater d^ee of strength, 
and we were apprehensive that the line would 
break, with the repeated plunges it made in at- 
tempting to escape. About half an hour elapsed 
before we could bring it sufficiently near to the 
vessel's side to ensure its safety on board ; but this 
was at length effected by passing a rope with a 
slip-knot over its head, which when drawn £ast 
round the body enabled two or three sailors to 
raise it to the deck, notwithstanding its continued 
and violent struggles. 

A man ought to serve an apprenticeship on the 
Atlantic, or traverse the circumference of the globe, 
if only to witness the superlative beauties and 
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magical transformations of colour and effect which 
this fish is capable of exhibiting to the astonished 
beholder. It is seldom seen more than four feet 
in length, and most frequently between two and 
three feet: the extreme length of this one was 
upwards of four feet and a half. 

The prevailing colours were yellow and blue, 
with gold and silver of a variety of shades, and of 
the most glowing and vivid description, especially 
about the gills, bespangled with bright blue spots, 
resembling those (except in colour) on a trout, ' 
when in high perfection; these severally relaxed 
into more subdued tones, then commingled, and 
again resumed their individual character with 
great brightness, especially when the fish was irri* 
tated or convulsed. After lying about a minute, 
the whole body assumed a cold silvery blue and 
purple, varying in their shades, but deepest about 
the back, where a bloom, like that on a dark plum, 
was playing on the surface : these changes «were 
doubtless occasioned by the relaxation of the mus* 
cles, and its occasional struggles, and as the period 
of its dissolution approached, and during its last 
paroxysms, the transformations were more fre- 
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quent. In expiring, the whole body became vio^ 
lendy convulsed, and as the trembling subsided, 
it assumed a dull silvery slate colour, so intensely 
cold and deathly, as to produce a corresponding 
feeling in the spectators* It was a painful sight, 
and left a melancholy impression on us all; but— 

** Quicquid habet Ortus finem timet, ibimus omnes 
Ibimus." — 

And now let us, by way of epicediunij and in the 
name of all that is lovely and interesting in nature, 
vindicate the character of this beautiful fish, and 
introduce it into fashionable life. There is no 
creature in the creation more deserving commen"^ 
dation and praise, and none more shamefully tra^ 
duced and misrepresented, as if in contempt of the 
high honours conferred upon it by the ancients, 
who consecrated it to their gods, and called it the 
sacred fish, owing to its supposed attachment to the 
human race. — Even the renowned Isaac Walton 
died in ignorance of its superlative beauties ; and 
fishmongers have from time immemorial repre- 
sented it ugly, that ladies might not hnff for it, 
thereby to avoid a demand which they could not 
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supply ; at least, I have never been able to discover 
any other plausible excuse for such extraordinary 
pertinacity of purpose in distorting and exhibiting 
in effigy one of the fairest of nature's forms. Envy 
might have given a humpback and a jolt head to a 
beautiful woman ; but to a fish without a compe* 
titor, and worthy of being a petj scarcity could 
never justify the imposition; and I trust I may 
live to see lap-dogs out of fashion, and a glass vase 
in every drawing-room for a dolphin to gambol in. 
It nevertheless might be dangerous to promulgate 
all the strange conceits and idle fancies of many 
learned men respecting this singular fish — "me- 
tonymically surnamed/' says an old writer, " the 
prince and arrow of the sea: — celebrated by many 
Epethites; philanthropoi, for affecting men; mono- 
gamoi, for their turtle constancy ; nourished like 
man, embrace, joyne and go great 10 monthes — 
Infaciem versi dvlces celebrant hymeruBos Delphines^ 
nmiles hominis complexique hcerent ; a careful hus* 
band over his gravid associate, detesting incest, ab- 
horring bigamy, tenderly affecting their parents, who 
when 300 years old, they feed aiid defend against 
other hungry fishes ; and when dead (to avoid the 
sharks, and like marine tyrants,) carry it ashore^ and 
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there inhume him, and bedew his sepulchre." — So 
saith Aristotle^ JElian, and others ; and Solinm also 
affirmeth, that the great Alexander idolized a boy, 
and gave him pre-eminence over the priesthood of 
Neptune, owing to the ominous attachment shown 
by a dolphin to the urchin when bathing. — The 
dolphin grew so fond of the boy, that he would 
come to him when called, and letting him get on 
his back, would carry him whither he pleased; the 
boy died, and the dolphin died too— of grief for his 
loss. — So saith Master Pliny. 

Let it be understood that we are speaking of the 
CoryphcBna hippuris of the order of tkoracicij of 
LinruBus^ (the dorado^ of the Portuguese, called 
also the sea-bream, and the amber-fish,) and not 
the delphinus^ of the cetaceous tribe, to which latter 
all the civil things that have been said and sung in 
praise of the dolphin, have been usually assigned, 
notwithstanding it possesses none of the outward 
i^haracteristics of the former, and assuredly none 
to excite poetical imaginings, or to confirm that 
traditional pre-eminence which the coryphsena, 
from its surpassing beauty, and singular property 
of changing its colours, might deservedly claim \ 

. 1 Mr. Coleridge in his amusing work, <' Sis Months in the 
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Faulkner, in his " Shipwreck," only does justice to 
the merits of the dolphin on the score of beauty :--* 



" But while his heart the fatal jay'lin thrills, 
And flitting life escapes in sanguine rills. 
What radiant changes strike th' astonished sight! 
What glowing hues of mingled shade and light! 
Not equal heauties gild the lucid west 
With parting beams all o^er profusely dress'di 
Not lovelier colours paint the vernal dawn 
When orient dews impearl th' enamell*d lawn, 
Than from his sides in bright sufiusion flow, 
That now with gold empyreal seem to glow ; 
Now in pellucid sapphires meet the view. 
And emulate the soft celestial blue *, 
Now beam a flaming crimson on the eye, 
And now assume the purple's deeper dye ; 
But here description clouds each shining ray ; 
What terms of art can Nature's powers display ? 



tf 



Let us then — ^' look here upon this picture, — 

West Indies," speaking of the manchineel tree, observes, ** the 
common stories about the fatal shade of this tree are as fabulous 
as the changing colours of the dying dolphin." 

Some people are so strangely incredulous that they will listen 
to no statements unsupported by the ordinary occurrences of 
life, or such as may have passed under their own observation ; and 
like the old woman, whose son had given a " roving commission" 
to his imagination in recounting the wonders he had met with in 
his visit to the Western Indies, readily believed that ** mountains 
of sugar, and rivers of rum*' were within 'the range of probability, 
but " fish that fly out of the sea" was a stretch beyond her com- 
prehension or belief. • 
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and on this : — ^the counterfeit presentment" of two 

It may be indeed questioned, whether the ceta-- 
ceous dolphin (a monster by comparison) be the 
fish so celebrated by the ancients, or whether the 
g^eat esteem in which it appears to have been held 
by some piscivorous gourmands of later days, has 
not gained for it a reputation even among natural- 
ists, to which it is by no means entitled. The 
name, too, of the coryphcma^ derived from the 
g^eek word Kopv^fy, being the common appellative 
for the chief or principal of any company, as of 
those, for instance, who composed the chorus in 
ancient tragedy, may be fairly said to favour the 
preference we would assign to it; and we have 
the coin of Alexander the Great preserved by 
Belon^ as additional evidence to establish it The 
representation on this coin, as well as those usually 
exhibited on fishmongers' signs, and in sculpture, 
although consistent with the vulgar errors, and at 



1 The delpkinus is so frequently confounded with the porput, from 
the resemblance to it, and from the similarity of their habits, that 
few persons, even among sailors, are prepared to distinguish the 
one ^rom the other. We profess to give a correct likeness. 
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variance with the true portrait of either of these 
fish, approach at no great distance to the cory^ 
phoma^ having the declined and truncated head, and 
the back fin running the whole length from the 
back of the head to the tail. The incurvated form 
which is given to it corresponds in caricature^ with 
the figure it occasionally assumes in its playful 
leap out of the water, whereas the delphintis ex- 
hibits a circular and comparatively sluggish motion 
with its back, as it appears above the sur&ce after 
the manner of the porpus and grampus^ which are 
of the same tribe. 

The coryphsena is more celebrated, however, 
for its beauty than for the delicacy of its flesh, 
which is rather coarse and dry; but it is never- 
theless tolerably palatable in grilled junks, with 
a little piquant sauce: and the sailors, notwith- 
standing their superstitious veneration for it alive, 
esteem it no bad thing to '^ lull the grinding 
stomach's hung^ry rage" — 

" Jejunus raro stomachus vulgaria temnit" 

But enough of the dolphin. 

We had now evidence, by an increase in the 
number of ffuUs and the appearance of a few boobies^ 
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tbat we were approachiDg the haunts of men. We 
mean notMng derogatory to either party by the 
association; and out dead-rechming, as the sailors 
call it, corresponded with the unequivocal signs 
that land was at no great distance. 

It was about eleven in the forenoon when the 
joyous announcement of — *' Land on the larboard 
bow" was made by a man aloft, and immediately 
afterward it was seen in the same direction from 
the deck ; but so faint and equivocal in its form, 
owing to the thick haze upon the horizon, and es- 
pecially in the direction to which our attention was 
drawn, as to be doubtful to an inexperienced eye. 
However, its appearance was familiar to the Captain, 
who at once declared it to be Deseada, an island on 
the north-east coast of Gnadaloupe, said to be the 
first land discovered by Columbus on his second 
voyage to the new world. 



Appe<aranee i^ Dtteeda bearing S. W-IS. 
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The North-eastern point only was seen through 
the haze, presenting a bluff termination, distant 
from us about six or seven leagues. We altered 
our course about two points, steering north-west 
to make the Island of Antigua^ which lies to the 
northward of Guadaloupe, and in about two hours, 
the land appeared, in that direction, in the form of 
two or three hillocks \ 

Verily may'st thou hug thy own dear sides, in 
self gratulation upon finding the land thou seekest, 
after traversing a desert of water, for three thousand 
miles, and upwards, without a chronometer to assist 
thee in thy calculations. — That said ^o^^-reckon- 
ing hath an ominous signification, meaning nothing 
short of a speculative or hypothetical calculation 
of the direct distance the ship may have run, and 
the situation she may be placed in '. 

* The channel between Antigua and Guadaloupe, is most 
usually steered for by vessels bound to Jamaica, and others of the 
islands to the westward. Having gained the latitude parallel with 
either of those islands, it behoves thee to look to thy longitude, 
Captain — lest thy ship should be ahead of thy reckoning. 

' Dead reckoning, in nautical phraseology, is the reckoning of 
the ship's way, estimated every twenty-four hours, by ascertain- 
ing with a log line thrown overboard, the number of miles she 
may sail in each hour, — by watching the different signs which in- 
dicate currents, &c. — and, if sailing a traverse course, the pro- 

VOL. I. F 
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The wind slackened, and the shades of evening 
came over us, by the time the whole coast of Anti- 
gua appeared above the horizon, and we shortened 
sail as a precautionary measure, in pursuing our 
route between the two islands. 

The moon was up : the vault of heaven unob- 
soured, and illumined by countless stars, and the 
vicinity of land was indicated by that fresh vegeta- 
ble frs^ance, which exhales from it during the 
night in the tropics, and which is so delightful to 
the senses, after a long voyage. — It was, in the 
language of Moore, " a love-breathing night" — A 
spirit of melancholy pervaded our litde society — 
Captain Dove only excepted — ^and we were each 
evidently speculating upon the events of to-morrow 
— even our friend Triptolemus evinced an un- 
common share of sensibility, and in his efforts to 
sympathize with Amelia Denton, he sighed and 
looked unutterable things. 

portion of leeway from the course steered. The angles are worked 
by geometrical calculatioDS, to ascertain the true distance made, 
and the latitude and long^itude the ship is in. — ^The altitude of the 
sun at noon gives the true latitude, but the longitude, that great 
desideratum in nautical science — can only be ascertained with tole- 
rable accuracy with a chronometer, and every ship ought to have 
one. 
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For ourselvesi we felt that we were literally 
entering upon a ^^ new world," and such were our 
sensations, such the reflections in which we in- 
dulged; and with suph ardour and intensity of 
purpose did our imagination explore and re-open, 
as it were, to our view the lapse of ages, and the 
raried store of eventful circumstance since these 
trackless seas first bore the freighted vessel on their 
peaceful bosom, that we became identified with 
the period, as well as with itxe people, who under- 
took and achieved the bold adventure. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



DISCOVERY OF THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDS — AN EXPOSITION OF 
THE ERRORS OF EARLY WRITERS — DISCOVERY OF SANTA CRUZ 
AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 



" — « Venient annis 

Secula seris/ qui bus oceanus 
Vlncula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Pateat tellus, Typhisque novos 
Delegat orbes, nee sit terris 

Ultima Thule " 

Seneca, Medaan Trttgedy. 

There is something peculiarly interesting in 
carrying tlie mind back to the period when this 
beautiful archipelago lay buried from the know- 
ledge of civilized man; when the intelligent 
mind of 

** Columbus, boast of science, boast of man ! 
Yet, by tbe great, the learned, and the wise, 
Long held a visionary " 



first dispelled the mist of ignorance, which for 
ages had settled over it, and unveiled to the 
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admiration of the " old world" an enlarged channel 
for commerce to enrich herself with the hidden 
treasures of a new one. 

In referring to the earliest particulars of this 
resplendent discovery, we are impressed with the 
interesting fact, that whilst the comprehensive 
mind of Columbus was resisting all the shocks 
which the prejudice and superstition of those who 
accompanied him, in his^r^^ voyage, could oppose 
to his further progress in search of the great 
object of his ambition, and at the time when he 
had been almost compelled to yield to their en- 
treaties and their threats by returning to Spain, 
his little squadron had already passed far beyond 
the eastern boundary of the Caribbean archipelago, 
the earlier discovery of which, had he steered only 
a few degrees more to the southward^ would 
probably have given a totally different direction 
to his subsequent researches, and perhaps have 
secured to him a less painful and unenviable 
termination to a long and eventful life *. 

> Colombus died at Valladolid, 20th May, 1506, aged about 
65. His body was deposited in the convent of Saint Francisco, 
whence it was removed in 1513 to the Carthusian monastery, in 

f3 
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It was on the 8th of October, 1492, when the 
Admiral and his coadjutors, the Pinzones^ were 
obliged to enter into an agreement with their 
crews, that they would return to Spain, in case 
land was not discovered in three days; and on the 
night of the 11th, they saw a light on Watlinj^a 
island, one of the Lucayos, or BcJurnias^ at the 
moment when the time agreed upon between the 
Commanders and their crews for returning was 
about to expire '. On the following morning they 

Seville : and afterwards in 1536 to the cathedra] of the city of 
San Domingo, in Hispaniola, according to the request in his will. 
As recently as 1795, his ashes were again disturbed and conyeyed 
thence, with considerable pomp, to the Haommah, 

1 This circumstance^ given upon the authority of Oviedo, and 
other historians, has been contradicted by Mr. Irving, in hb 
Life and Voyages of Columbus. ** There is no authority," says he, 
" for such an assertion, either in the history of his son Fernando, 
or that of the Bishop Las Casas, each of whom bad the admural'a 
papers before him; nor is it asserted by either Peter Martyr, 
or the Curate of Los Palacios, both cotemporaries and acquaint- 
ances of Columbus, and who could scarcely have fuled to mentioif 
so striking a fact, if true." He admits, however, that in the 
evidence of one Pedro de Bilbao, in the memorable lawsuit between 
Don Diego, son of the Admiral, and the fiscal of the crown, it was 
stated that the witness heard many times, that some of the pilots 
and mariners wished to turn back, but that the " Admiral 
promised them presents, and entreated them to wait two oir three 
days, before which time he should discover land," and such a 
stipulation,— rendered expedient by the mutinous dispositioQ of 
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landed on an island which Columbus named Saint 
Salvador. The difference of longitude between 
this point and the eastern range of the Caribbean 
islands, which they had passed, is about 13 degrees, 
or 700 miles. 

Availing himself of the information he after- 
wards received from the natives of Hispaniola, that 
there were islands to the southward and eastward, 
inhabited by their enemies the Caribs, and fol- 
lowing the dictates of a speculative and compre- 
hensive mind, Columbus, on his second voyage, 
steered in a more southerly direction than he had 
done before ; and on the morning of Sunday the 3rd 
of November, 1493, (after a passage of twenty-one 
days from Ferro,) he discovered one of the islands 
of which we have spoken, and which retain the 
name of the Caribbean islands, after diat of the 
savages who inhabited them, a race totally distinct 
in their general characteristics from the natives of 
Hispaniola^ and the other islands to the westward 

the crew, constantly fluctuating as atmospherical appearances, the 
flight of birds, and weeds floating on the surface, operated upon 
&eir minds :7-does not invalidate the probability that he was 
determined to persevere in the voyage, in defiance of all dangers 
and difficulties. 

F 4 
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of Porto^Rico, The island thus discovered was 
^^ so covered with trees that they could not see so 
much as an eli space of bare earth, or stony 
ground *.** He named it " Sairit Domingo^^ in 
compliment to the day on which it was discovered, 
or in the language of the Church ^^ Dominica^^ 
which latter appellation it has continued to re- 
tain*. 

> Vide Letter of Columbus to his Sovereigns. 

* It has been very generally stated by writers on the West 
Indies, and as generally believed, that Deseada, the small island 
noticed in the last chapter, which lies to the northward and 
eastward of Guadaloupe, was the first land seen by Columbus in 
his second voyage, and thence called by him Deseada, or the 
desired land ; as well by reason of his having had a tedious and 
perilous voyage, in which his crews had suffered many hardships, 
and had despaired of seeing land again. It is singular that the 
fact of the voyagers having had fine temperate weather, and 
a passage of only twenty-one days from Ferro, should not have 
pointed out this error at an earlier period ; and equally strange 
that so many respectable authorities should have perpetuated it, 
some of whom have gone so far as to affirm, that the discovery 
was made in the first voyage of Columbus to the new world. 
Fide " New Survey of the West Indies," by Thomas Gage, 4to, 
1647, p. 17. " Purchase his pilgrimage," fol. 1614, p. 731. 
" History of the Caribbee Islands," by J. Davies, foL 1666. p. 16. 
" Description of the New World" by John Ogilvie, fol. 1671. 
" L' Historie du noveau monde" par le Sieur Jean de Laetd'anuers. 
" North American Gazetteer." " Concise History of Spanish 
America," 1741. " Natural and civil History of the French 
Dominions in North and South America," by Thomas Jeffi'eys, 
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He afterwards in succession, and within a few 
days, discovered most of the other islands lying 
between Dominica and Hispaniola, whither he was 
proceeding to succour the new colony he had left; 
on the preceding voyage. This extensive and 
magnificent island (called by the natives Haite) 
as well as Cuba, which were discovered within 
a few days after the first landing of the voyagers 
in. this hitherto unknown region (unkno¥ni at 
least to civilized man,) at once opened a field 
for enterprise and adventure, which left the 
smaller islands of which we have spoken, as well 
as those in the immediate neighbourhood, imsettled 
and almost disregarded long after the period of 
their discovery. 

The existence of a direct western route from 

1760, &c. The conclusion we have come to upon this point is, 
that Detead^ was discovered hy Columbus, after leaving Hum 
paniola, on his return to Spain, in his second voyage in 1494 ; 
the theory of the trade winds, and the course of the currents, were 
at that time unknown, and instead of pursuing the route which 
experience and science have since pointed out, he attempted to 
make a direct course to the eastward, opposed by the prevailing 
wind and tempestuous weather, which ultimately compelled him 
to * bear up* for the islands, and he made Deseada, previously to 
anchoring at Guadaloupe, where he sought shelter. 

F 5 
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Europe to India, tb^ object which had first 
awakened the curiosity, and impelled the ambition 
of the great man who had projected and undertaken 
its development, was now supposed to be accom- 
plished; and, as matter of course, a channel to 
the seat of its commerce and the repository of 
its reputed riches, was still considered plausible ; 
and naturally led the progress of discovery and 
colonization in that direction which promised its 
consummation, as well as a larger field for the 
cupidity and industry of roan to labour in ^ The 
physical insignificance of the Caribbean islands 
in the scale of comparison, was not, however, of 
that decided character, to operate as a check to 
their becoming politically important, so much as 



^ The finding inhabitants in these isiUuidsy and especiaUy a 
people possessing such peculiar characteristics as the Cariis, was 
less matter of surprise to Columbus and his companions^ under the 
delusion that they had arrived at the eastern extremity of India, 
than might naturally have existed in their minds, had they been 
aware that they had entered upon a country aayet totaUy unknown, 
and which subsequently acquired the appropriate name of the 
" new world." Columbus, however, died in the belief that the 
island of Cuba was part of the continent of Asia, and consequently 
the eastern extremity of the Indies. 
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the ferocious and subtle dispomtion of their in- 
habitants; of whom may be said in the lines of 
Juvenal : 

** Aspicimus populos, quorum non sufficit ine 
Occidisse aliquem ; sed pectora, brachia, vultum 
Crediderint genus esse cibi-^" 

the force of which had been sufficiently manifested 
to the early visitors, as to inspire dread of further 
intercourse or collision with them*. It is worthy of 
remark, that at this period, any thing like a lucid 
or comprehensive development of the principles of 
philosophy was little known. Geographical and 
nautical science was as yet unborn, or in its infancy, 
and general knowledge was just awakening from 
that long night of ignorance which bigotry and 
superstition had produced, and it was so trammelled 
with theoretical absurdities and false doctrines, that 

' Johannes Pontaus relates, that having put some of his laun- 
dresses on shore at Gttadaloupe to wash some linen, the natives 
came suddenly from the woods, surprised and kiUed them without 
mercy, cutting them in pieces, and eating their broiled flesh 
hot from the coals ; and Davies in his account of the Carihby 
islands, published in 1666, states that they had tasted of ** all the 
nations that frequented them, and they affirm," says he, " that the 
French are the most delicate, and the Spaniards the hardest of 
digestion. *' — To which we say, DegusHhua non est disputandum, 

F 6 
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men moved in darkness or in doubt; the art of 
printing had only just beamed on the intellects of 
man, and to Columbus himself we owe the impor- 
tant discovery of the declension of the magnetic 
needle. The acquisition of wealth, and the ex- 
haustless means which these newly discovered re- 
gions were supposed to possess, absorbed every other 
feeling; and Spain may be said to have shackled 
herself with chains of gold, presenting in the end 
a lamentable mstance, among many others on the 
pages of history, of an empire's fall and degrada- 
tion (like that of man,) by the acquisition and mis- 
application of unbounded wealth, at the instigation 
of ungovernable pride and inordinate ambition. 

It is not, therefore, extraordinary that the exact 
situation, extent, and boundaries of her newly ac- 
quired territories were not ascertained, or clearly 
laid down on the charts, until long after they had 
been discovered; nor is it remarkable, that some 
doubt and misapprehension should have arisen, in 
the attempt to recognize those particular names 
which had been assigned to different places at the 
moment of their rising into political existence. 
There is nevertheless, greater discrepancy in 
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this respect as regards several of these islands^ than 
is consisteDt with a proper examination of the 
accounts given by the voyagers, and by contem- 
porary writers '. Referring our readers to that 
point of time, when Columbus in his second voyage 
discovered the Island of Dominica^ and immediately 
afterwards Guadaloupe^ where he anchored ; we pur- 
pose following so much of his route on his way to 
Hispaniola, as will enable us more clearly to show, 

^ Much misconception has arisen from the circumstance of more 
than one settlement in these seas having the same name, as well as 
from more than one name heing applied to the same settlement ; for 
instance : the Island of Dominica was named by Columbus San 
Domingo, as well as a town built by the Spaniards in Hait§, which 
has since been applied to the whole island, as well as the name of 
Espaniola given to it by the discoverer. 

Barbadoes, Barbuda, and the Saints were at one time indiscrimi> 
nately called Barhata, 

There are two islands called Anguilla ; one near Saint Martin's, 
the other among the Bahamas : and the Bahamas were formerly 
called Lucayos. 

The name of Santa Cruz is also given to two islands, one near 
the Virgin Islands, another near Yucatan. 

There is the island of Tortuga off Espaniola, the first principal 
rendezvous of the Pirates ; las Tortugas near Margarita, and the 
Tortugas about a hundred miles north of the Havannah. 

Porto Rico has borne the name of Saint Juan, as well as the 
Danish island, one of the Virgins, within sight of it 

Saint Christopher's is familiarly called Saint Kitts* 
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that the names of several of the islands he discovered 
in the intermediate distance, have been applied to 
other islands than those to which he assigned them, 
and which are still supposed to retain the designa- 
tion given by him ; and it is singular that the strik- 
ing desideratum, namely, the great paucity of fresh 
water peculiar to one island, Aniifftia^ has not at an 
earlier period pointed out the applicability of that 
name to the Island of Saint Christopher^ coupled as 
it has been by many writers with the Indian name 
Jamaica or Yamaaxj a word admitted to signify in 
the language of the aboriginals, an island abound- 
ing in springs. 

Referring to Peter Martyi^s account of the dis- 
covery of the Antilles as the best authority, from 
his having been the contemporary and intimate 
acquaintance of Columbus, and from the familiar 
access he thereby had to original papers and jour- 
nals in compiling his work, it appears that after 
leaving Guadaloupe on the tenth of November, 
^^ there appeared from the north a great island, 
which the captives called Mantinino or Madanino, 
which they could not sq[>proach by reason of the 
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north north-east wind\ After they had sailed by 
the space of forty miles, they passed not hr from 
another island, this they called Monserrat, The 
day following (the eleventh), they saw another 
island, the which, because it was round, they called 
Santa Maria Medonda, The next day they found 
another, which they called Saint Martin (it being 
the eve of the festival of Saint Martin) ; likewise 
the third day they espied another, whose diametrical 
side extending from the east to the west, they judged 
to be a hundred and fifty miles; this last they called 
Santa Maria de la Antiffua" &c. It may be here 
necessary to observe, that the term ^^ next day," in 
the foregoing passage, implies that it was on the 
twelfth that the island called Saint Martin was 
discovered, instead of the eleventh, which is Saint 
Martin's day ; but this trifling discrepancy in the 
•staitement might have arisen out of the method by 
which the voyagers may have kept their reckoning 
at the time. Be this as it may, the bearings of 
the ^^ great island^* called by the captives Mantinino, 

> The captives here alluded to, were a few natives of Hispaniola, 
who had been taken to Spain by Columbus on his return in the 
first voyage, and brought back again, to recount to their country- 
men the wonders they had beheld in civilized life. 

12 
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and passed by Columbus, as we may infer, without 
receiving from him any other name^ correspond ex- 
actly with the situation of the island now called 
Antigua, and it is scarce necessary to add, that 
there is no other island in that direction to dispute 
the position. <' Forty miles," is about the distance 
from the north-west point of Guadaloupe to Mon- 
serrat, and the discovery of Redonda on the follow- 
ing day is equally correspondent with its situation 
and distance, allowing for the caution, curiosity, and 
consequent slow progress with which the voyagers 
proceeded. Both of these islands retain the names 
given to them by Columbus. It is then said they 
found Saint Martin* s^ but the island now so called, 
could scarcely have been seen at this distance, nei- 
ther could the voyagers have shaped their course 
to it against a strong " north north^easf* wind, and 
a weather current, and assuredly not without passing 
close to the more important islands of Nevis and 
Saint Christopher^ whose names are not noticed, 
although it has been stated by most writers, that 
the great beauty and fertility of the latter island 
excited so much interest in tlie mind of Columbus, 
that he gave it his own name ; and a passage in a 
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recent publication, (more remarkable for the pro- 
pagation of the pun than for solving the problem,) 
expresses surprise diat Colon did not make SiftUl 
stop on its shores. The peculiar figure of this 
island, (resembling the form of a lute, or Turkish 
guitar,) and the direction of its shores, are clearly 
recognized in the passage ^'diametrical side ex- 
tending from east to the west,** &c. and its relative 
situation with the other islands mentioned; and the 
course which the voyagers must by necessity have 
steered, warrants the conclusion that the name 
'' Santa Maria de la Aniigua^^ was assigned to it 
by Columbus, and that 'Sevis received from him 
the name of Saint Martin, This will more clearly 
appear by reference to the annexed chart ^ It is 

' In the ** Life and Voyages of Columbus," by Mr. Washington 
Irving, (a work abounding in interesting details respecting the 
early history of these islands,) a chart is given showing the tracks 
of the admiral in his four voyages to the West Indies, and his 
position at different dates. In compiling this Work, Mr. Irving 
had access to original documents lodged in the Archives at 
Madrid, and, to use his own words, he endeavoured " to ascertain 
the truth, amid those contradictions which will inevitably occur 
when several persons have recorded the same facts, viewing them 
from different points, and under the influence of different interests 
and feelings ;'* but that he was much confused at this point, by 
the ambiguity between the statements of the voyagers and the 
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worthy of remark, that the island now called Saint 
Martin, is said to have derived its name from that 
of the person who discovered or settled it some con- 
siderable time after the period t» which we have 
been referring. 

That Columbus, a man of great humility, tod 
influenced in a powerful degree by a superstitious 
veneration for the Church, rather argues in favour 
of our position than that he should have ^ven an 
island his own name, and at the same time have 
conferred upon himself the distinguishing title of 
canonization. In doing so, however, it is quite 
clear that some particular notice would have been 
taken of it at the time, whereas we have no men- 
tion made of St. Christopher or Nevis until long 
after the date of their discovery. Some authorities 

names and situation of the islands as they are now recognized, is 
manifest, by his haying carried the line of coarse between the 
tenth and the eleventh, direct to the island now called Saint Martin, 
without regard to the relative situation of the islands in the inter- 
mediate space, or the distance between the two points being 
greater than it was possible for the voyagers to effect within the 
time mentioned. « Continuing along this beautiful archipelago," 
says Mr. Irving, " he gave name to its islands as they successively 
rose to view^Monserrat, Santa Maria la Redonda, Santa Maria 
la Antigua, and San Martin." Nevis and Saint Christopher are 
not mentioned. 



i 
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have attributed the name of Saint Christopher to 
the singular form of its highest mountain, called 
Mount Misery, which has been thought to resemble 
the figure of that saint with the infant Jesus on his 
back, and others have attributed the resemblance to 
the devil carrying the saint on his shoulders. 

Referring now to the authority of Ferdinand 
Columbus, the son and historian of the Admiral, we 
find that the Indian name of Antigua^ was Jamaica 
or YamacOi as already noticed; "a word," says 
Mr. Bryan Edwards, ^^ which, in the language of 
the larger islands, signified a country ahmmding in 
springs, and therefore remarkable," says he, ^^ that 
it should have been applied to an island in which 
springs, rivets, avd fresh water, are no mh^re to be 
found.** He is, however, confessedly speaking of 
the island now called Antigua, but Ferdinand Co-^ 
lumbus was evidently alluding to the island which 
in the present day bears the name of Saint Chris^ 
tapher, and which is remarkable for its numerous 
springs, and a superabundant supply of excellent 
water. Ferdinand Columbus accompanied .his 
&,ther in his fourth voyage, and after the death of 
the admiral, he is said to have made two voyages 
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to the new world. In 1526 he was engaged by 
the Spanish government to correct the charts of the 
West Indies. The Indian name of Saint Christo- 
pher, according to other authorities, was Liamniga^ 
the fertile island, a word which admits of nearly 
the same sound as Jamaica^ and is no doubt of the 
same derivation, their signification being nearly 
synonymous ; independent of the &ct that the lan- 
guage of the Indians had a considerable diversity 
of dialect. That the name of Saint Christopher was 
ultimately given to the island in compliment to 
the discoverer, th^re is no reason to doubt, and it 
is equally probable that the name of Antigua was 
subsequently transferred to the island called Man-^ 
danino, or Matinino, a name which in our opinion 
was applied by the natives of Hispaniola to all the 
islands inhabited by their common enemies the Ca- 
ribs ; an opinion which we found upon the repeated 
use of the word by the natives, during the sojourn of 
Columbus in that island, in his first voyage, when 
speaking of, or pointing in different south-easterly 
directions to the country of their enemies, of the 
precise character or locality of which they appeared 
to have no distinct notion. There is no doubts the 
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island of Martinico or Martinique, the great strong 
hold of that ferocious race, derived its present name 
from the same source. 

Pursuing their course to Hispaniola, after dis- 
covering the islands we have mentioned, the island 
of Santa Cruz, called by the natives Ayay, rose up 
before the voyagers, and they also discovered a 
cluster of islands, which Columbus named ^^ the 
Virgins" in honour of the eleven thousand Virgins 
of the legend in the Romish ritual. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



PHYSICAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDS — NEVIS — 
SAINT CHRISTOPHER'S ^THE DEVIL AND THE SAINT — PACKETS. 



" Amidst the heaven-reflecting ocean, smiles 
A constellation of Elysian isles." 

Montgomery* 



In contemplating the physical position of the 
West Indian archipelago, the Caribbean sea may 
be regarded as an extensive bay, and the several 
islands, as representing a combined fleet of dif- 
ferent nations, ranged in a curved line of defence, 
at the confluence of the Atlantic. Columbus and 
many later authorities, including Humboldt^ have 
entertained the hypothesis that the continents of 
the two Americas were formerly joined, or of 
nearer contiguity, in the direction of these islands, 
by the connection of them one to another; the 
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Caribbean sea being an immense lake or me^ 
diterranean: or as Columbus imagined, part of 
the main continent, which had been worn away, 
and inundated by the constant operation of the 
currents on its borders, gradually producing diat 
fringe of islands which stretches from Trinidad 
to the Bahamas. In support of this opinion he 
notices the form of these islands, being narrow 
from north to south, and extending in length 
from east to west, in direction of the currents 
which issue through the gulf of Paria, from the 
vast rivers of the Orinoco ; and Humboldt desig- 
nates them ^^ an ancient chain of mountains, 
broken by the action of the currents, earthquakes, 
and volcanoes." Opinions have been promulgated 
in favour of a conclusion at variance with this 
theory, and which appear to have been founded 
upon philosophical investigation, by authorities 
of no mean consideration. — Moreau de Jonnes^ 
speaking of the Jntilles, is of opinion that they are 
of more recent formation, than the two continents, 
and that they have been produced by the action 
of volcanic fire, conjointly with a principle of 
organization similar to that so remarkable in the 
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Structure of some of the islands in tlie Pacific 
Ocean ; namely, by a submarine eruption raising, in 
the first instance, masses of volcanic matter from the 
bottom of the sea, which have continued for a period 
as a shoal, a short way below the surface of the 
water, and serving as a foundation on which the 
madreporites and other marine animals have com- 
menced their superstructure; accounting, at the 
same time, for those beds of recent coralline lime- 
stone which cover the volcanic matter in many 
of these islands. His observations have refer- 
ence more particularly to the windward part of 
the Caribbean range ; and his theory, in one sense, 
appears peculiarly applicable to the island of An- 
tigua and a portion of Guadaloupe, and in its 
general application to those islands of a more 
mountainous and decidedly volcanic character, 
which probably started into existence by one 
violent convulsion of the earth's surface, forming 
immense strata of many hundred feet above the 
sea, and over which forests and luxuriant vege- 
tation now bloom in perpetual verdure. These 
several islands have been divided by another 
French geologist into four classes ; 
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The first of these includes such as consist partly 
of primitive (or to speak more correctly, of the 
more ancient) rock formations, and partly those 
derived from volcanoes. 

The second, those which are wholly volcanic. 

The third, those entirely calcareous ; and 

The fourth, such as are partly of volcanic 
origin, and partly composed of limestone, with 
organic remains. 

To the first of these classes, Trinidad, which 
lies nearest and almost contiguous to the Spanish 
main. 

Of the second class, which consists exclusively of 
volcanic rocks, the following is a summary, com- 
mencing with the most southern. 

First. Grenada, an extinct crater filled with 
water, boiling springs, basalts, between the dis- 
tricts of Saint George's and Goave. 

Second. Saint Vincent, an active volcano, 
called Le Souffriere, the loftiest mountain in the 
chain which runs through the island. — It first threw 
out lava in 1718, but its most tremendous eruption 
was in 1812, when there issued from the mountain 
so dreadful a torrent of lava, and such clouds of 

VOL. I. G 
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ashes, as nearly covered the island, and injured the 
soil in a manner which it has never yet recovered. 
The total ruin of the City of Caraccas, preceded 
this explosion by thirty-five days, and violent oscil- 
lations of the ground were felt both in tlie islands, 
and on the coasts of terra firma \ 

Third. Saint Lucia, contains a very active 
solfatara, from 12 to 1400 feet in height. — Be- 
sides a considerable condensation of sulphur given 
out from the crevices, jets of hot water likewise 
take place which fill periodically certain small 
basins, like the geysers of Iceland. 

Fourth. Martinique, can hardly be said to 
belong to this class ; for limestone is seen resting 
upon the volcanic products; the latter, however, 
constitutes the fundamental rock throughout the 
whole island, and forms three principal hills, called 
Faucliny the paps of Carbet, consisting of felspathic 
lava, which are the most elevated summits in the 
whole of this series of islands, and Montague pelee. 
Between the first and second of these is found, 
in a neck of land, a tract composed of ancient 

* Humboldt's Per. Narrative, vol. iv. page 26. 
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basalts, called La Roche Carrie. Hot springs at 
Pricheur and Lamentin. 

Fifih. Dominique, is completely composed 
of volcanic matter, but the action is extinct. 

Sixth. GuADALOUPE, may be divided into two 
parts, according to its physical structure. The 
first, properly called Guadaloupe, consists entirely 
of volcanic rocks, and therefore belongs to this 
division of our subject. The second, named Grande 
Terre is calcareous^ consisting of shelly limestone, 
covered by a bed of clay, and containing rolled 
masses of lava. The volcanic part of the island 
coTitakn^ fourteen ancient craters, and one in a state 
of present activity. The eruption of 1797 took 
place from an elevation of 4800 feet: pumice, 
ashes, and clouds of sulphureous vapours were then 
ejected; the particulars are given in the report 
made to the French government, on the state of 
the volcano in 1797, by Mon. Amie. 

Seventh. Monserrat, a solfatara ; fine porphy- 
ritic lavas, with large crystals of felspar, and 
hornblende, near Galloway, often much decom- 
posed by the sulphureous exhalations. 

Eighth. Nevis, a solfatara. 

g2 
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Ninth. Saint Christopher, a sol&tara, at 
Mount Misery. 

Tenth. Saint Eustatia. The crater of an 
extinguished volcano surrounded by pumice. 

The third class, comprehends the islands of Mar- 
garita, Desirade, Cura^oa, Bonaire, and in general 
all the islands of low elevation : they consist en- 
tirely of limestone, of very recent formation. 

•The fourth dass, partly composed of volcanic 
products^ and partly of shelly limestone, comprises 
the islands of Antigua^ Saint Bartholomew^ Saint 

• 

Martin, and Saint Thomas. 

It may be observed that such islands as exhibit 
traces of the recent action of fire, are all situated 
in a line on the eastern boundary of the range, 
from north latitude 12^ to 18% and west longitude 
61® to 63®. Whatever indications of the kind 
occur further to the west, belong to eruptions of 
an older date \ 

During the night we passed slowly through the 
channel between Antigua and Guadaloupe, and 
when the morning " ope'd her golden gates" we 
found ourselves at no gre;^t distance from the 

^ Cortes Journal de pb3rsique. 
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island of Nevis^ bearing north by east, whose 
conical mountain was partially concealed by light 
floating clouds ; but as soon as the sun walked out 
to greet us, robed in all the winning majesty of 
his court-day attire, the vagrant vapours and misty 
exhalations of the night, dispersed, and left the 
vault of heaven in one capacious smile upon his 
progress. The high land of Saint Christopher 
was indistinctly seen in the background to the 
left. 

We run close in shore, making the southern 
extreme of the island, on which stands a battery 
for the protection of the town, and the shipping at 
the anchorage. Charlestown, the capital, and 
indeed the only town in the island, is prettily 
ranged along a white sandy beach, and with its 
cocos and tamarinds, and other fevorite^ of the 
tropical Dryades, yields a delicious repast to the 
wearied sight after six weeks' voyaging over many 
horizons. The deep grey shadows of morning 
twilight, which for awhile had concealed the detsdls 
of the upland scenery, gradually passed away as 
the sun ascended in all his glory behind the sum- 
mit of the central, mountain, tinging the rugged 

g3 
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edges of the crater with his golden beams, and 
giving the eifect, for a time, of a raging volcano : 
and the cultivated plains beneath rising in beautiful 
harmony on a gentle concave acclivity from the 
sea to the base of the cone, were instantaneously 
called into life, and light, and brightness. As we 
passed rapidly along the shores, various transforma- 
tions followed : the island lost its conical form as 
two or three hills opened behind the central moun- 
tain, and the lands of Saint Christopher, whose 
vicinity to Nevis gave them the appearance of 
one island, till we opened the narrow channel 
which separates them, were fast developing beau- 
ties of a more varied and transcendant character, 
changing their position and features in succession, 
to introduce others to our view, like a moving pano- 
rama of the most artful design and imposing effect 
The wild and sterile appearance of the immediate 
foreground, which the southern extremes of Saint 
Christopher present, gives increased interest to the 
beautiful association of light and shade, and harmony 
of outline, which characterize its more general 
details. 

The man who could travel .from Dan to Beer^ 
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sheba^ and declare it all barren, must inevitably 
have felt a taste for the picturesque germinating 
within him, peradventure he had eyes wherewith 
to behold this little chef d^cBUvre of nature's model- 
ling ; and we venture to predict that it would not 
be rejected by a committee of Somerset House 
academicians, even without a. very gorgeous frame 
to recommend it to the public. 

" Not Grecian Temp6, where arcadian Pan, 
Knit with the Graces, tun'd his sylvan pipe, 
While mute attention hush'd each charmed rill ; 
Not purple Enna, whose irriguous lap, 
Strew'd with each fruit of taste, each flow'r of smell, 
Sicilian Proserpine, delighted, sought ; 
Can vie, hless'd isle, with thee. " 

Dr. Grainger was a native of the island, and 
he was moreover a man of capacious mind, and a 
poet withal *. 

We were now in the very track, as near as 
possible in the precise situation of Columbus, when 
he beheld from his coravaZ, with more than human 
exultation and delight, this " precious stone set 

. ' The author of a clever, and to the West Indian reader, a very 
interesting poem, called the " Sugar Cane," from which we have 
quoted. 

g4 
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in the silver sea," and we marvel not at the fervour 
of his admiration, or the florid luxuriance of his de- 
scription, in his attempt to convey to his sovereigns, 
a comprehensive idea of the magnificent scenery 
of these ^ fertile regions.' A pictorial sketch, de- 
void of the elementary influences which nature, in 
these ardent and ever varying climes, breathes over 
every object, is a caricature of the worst description. 

The evidences of history testify, that when 
civilization reached the shores of the " new world," 
misery made a lodgment there; and, as if to 
commemorate the event, and associate it with the 
name of him who first broke through the barriers 
to discovery, a monument bearing the Demon's 
name rears its mighty crest above the ridge of a 
capacious crater in the centre of the island of 
Saint Christopher \ 

We have already noticed that several writers on 
the West Indies have attributed the name of this 
island either to the resemblance which the form 
of Mount Misery bears to the figure of the Saint, 



1 Mount Misery stands 371) feet from the surface of the sea, 
exceeding the height of the Tahle Mountain at the Cape of Good 
Hope, which, according to Horshurg, is 3500 feet. 
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with the infant Jesus on his back, or to the Saint 
being borne on the shoulders of the Devil. We 
could not detect in any of its forms or outlines 
the least correspondence with those features, either 
of the saint or the sinner, which the best authori- 
ties among their contemporaries and acquaintances 
have assigned to them ; and we concluded that Luci- 
fer, who delights in puzzling mankind with hyper- 
bole, and transformations, might have altered the 
shape of the mountain to prevent dispute, and to 
afford the imagination of all who look at it an oppor- 
tunity of giving it any other form they please. The 
omniformity of Satan, which, by the way, has been 
proved by persons of both sexes, to a degree 
little inferior to mathematical evidence, might 
have caused embarrassment in the attempt to find 
resemblance to him, but the figure and vast 
physical power of Saint Chi*istopher have been 
established upon a basis as incontrovertible as 
any record in the fasti magni of the Romans; 
even by the evidence of his own jaw-bone, which, 
according to Torquemada, who had seen it, corres- 
ponds in proportion with the height of a man as tall as 
the Tower of Segovia : and at Venice, may be seen, 

g5 
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among other inestimable relics, a '^ well authen- 
ticated" tooth of the saint, and one of his ribs, as 
big as that of a small whale. The prince of 
darkness hath a pair of shoulders that are mar- 
vellously broad, to bear half the load occasionaUy 
imposed upon them; but we arrive at a clearer esti- 
mate of his strength, by contemplating him in the 
act of carrying so weighty a personage. 

The Venus was brought to an anchor, and the 
departure of the packet which had arrived from 
England, proceeding on her way to Saint Thomas, 
caused us hastily to sever the social chain which 
had been wrought in the voyage, and to embark 
in her for our destination. In those days the route 
of the Leeward Island packet was differently, re-! 
gulated to the plan now followed : she then re- 
mained at Barbadoes, the first island she touched at, 
during two days, and the lilce period at the different 
colonies between that point, (commencing with Saint 
Lucia,) and Saint Thomas, whence she departed 
for England, carrying with her the return mails. 
She now proceeds forthwith to the several islands 
in the route, leaving the outward mails, without 
anchoring, until she arrives at Saint Thomas; and 
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a mail boat follows her from Barbadoes with the 
return mails from each colony, two days after her 
departure from thence, thereby affording the crew 
of the packet greater relaxation from their labours. 
The means of communication between the islands, is 
increased by the mail boats calling at them in their 
return to windward: they are mostly schooner- 
rigged, well-built vessels, from ninety to a hundred 
and fifty tons burthen. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE GIBRALTAR OF THE WEST INDIES — THE VIRGIN ISLANDS — 

» 

TORTOLA — ROAD TOWN — PICTURE OF DESOLATION — A SKETCH 
FOR CRUICKSHANK — EFFECTS OF A RECENT HURRICANE — 

PEDESTRIAN PAGE ANDERSON'S LEAP— MOUNT HEALTHY — 

A THUNDER-STORM — DUTCH NIGHTINGALES — SNAKES AND 
LIZARDS. 



*' Thus all the night they stem the liquid way, 
And end their voyage with the morning ray." 

Odtfssetf. 

We left the bay of Basseterre in the evening, and 
passed close in shore along the southern coast of 
the island. Before sunset, we were abreast of the 
fortress of " Brimstone-hill," which stands in an 
isolated position, between the interior chain of 
mountains and the coast; a post of sufficient natural 
and artificial strength, to have acquired the name 
of the " Gibraltar of the West Indies," The 
Dutch islands of Saint Etistatia and Saba were 
now open before us, the former rising from the 
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ocean in the form of a ilecacuminated cone, and' 
showing the ni^ed ridge of its crater ; 



Thtexinmet htoringfnm N. W.byW.to N. fh by S. 
and the highest land of the islands of Saint Bartho- 
lomew and~Saint Martin cqipeared to the right, in 
long irregular forms on the horizon's verge, having 
the semblance of a number of small islets and rocks. 
The breeze having slackened in the night, it 
was noon on the following day, before the land in 
the direction of the " Virgin Islands" was seen ; 
and about two in the afternoon, we obt^ned a dis- 
tinct view of the Virgin Gorda, and other small 
islands of the group, between which we were to 
pass to arrive at Tortola, which now funtly ap- 
peared in the background. The passage was 
effected in about an hour afterwards ; and another 
hour brought us off the *' Road Tovm," which is 
situated on the south side of tlie island, in the 
western bight of a deep bay. It consists of only 
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one long irregular street, which takes a curve at 
the base of a projecting point of land, close to the 
water's edge. The interior mountains, which run 
from one extremity of the island to the other, rise 
in abrupt and irregular forms in the back-ground, 
presenting patches of cultivation of various shapes, 
on the acclivities. 

The person to whom we were consigned, resided 
on the opposite side of the island, shut out from a 
view of the town and harbour by the intervening 
mountains ; but by means of a signal-post, he could 
ascertain when a ship arrived, and by the time we 
debarked, a horse was in readiness for us on the 
beach, with a young nigger in attendance to con- 
duct us to his chateau. All this was well enough ; 
but the aspect of things before us on landing, was 
cheerless and soul-depressing in the extreme, and 
produced a certain revulsion in our animal eco- 
nomy, which, for the time, pre-disposed us for all 
the endemics and epidemics in Christendom. The 
town, if it might be so called, was tdie very epitome 
of desolation and misery ; and the sample of its 
inhabitants, whom curiosity, rather than employ- 
ment, had brought to the beach, appeared to have 
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been trained up expressly to support the << keep- 
ing" of the picture. It is seldom that man is 
without some redeeming item in the sum of his 
miseries; and often when the mind is sore and 
wearied, or painfully excited, he takes refuge in 
the miseries of others, and in bitterness of spirit 
finds relief even in ludicrous associations. We have 
already shown that such had been the case with 
ourselves, but we believe it often happens, even with 
men of the most saturnine tempers; and we therefore 
confess, that we should have been destitute of all 
tBtstefor picturesque or burlesque^ if we had not, fagged 
and wearied as we were, regarded with peculiar ffdU 
two or three persons in the group before us, who 
by their bearing more than by their attire, seemed 
to claim superiority over those in the rear ranks 
of the assemblage. Their contrast was whimsical 
in the extreme ; and they might have been taken 
for 2ay-figures grouped by that inimitable artist, 
Cruickshank, in preparation for a sketch. One 
was Quixotically tall, thin, long-limbed, and anffu- 
lar in his form ; whilst another, who stood by iiis 
side, as if ambitious of the contrast, was equally 
conspicuous for abounding in curved lines. He had 
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somewhat the appearance of a saUad incorporator 
Teoerud, or of a conjunction of circlet doing penance 
in " tiffhtt." A third was equally remarkable for 
his proportions being at variance with the " line 
of beauty" aa well as by the construcdon of his 
trowsers; and he seemed to have adopted for con- 
venience, what we had on a former occasion effected 
by chance — by putting them on with the hinder 
part in front 



Besides these singular personages, there were 
not more than twenty or thirty persons to be seen, 
of all ages, colours, and series, including a few 
noby children in puris naiuralibus, bathing in the 
shallow waters, whose voices alone broke the solemn 
stillness of the place, whibt echo answered &om the 
adjacent hills, and two or three lank cat-hammed 
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pigs wallowing in filth, (as if to gainsay the repu- 
tation of West Indian pork) unconsciously gave 
their aid to the pictorial ensemble. 

Notwithstanding the day was on the decline, and 
the broad shadows of the interior mountains threw 
a sort of artificial twilight over the town, the 
heat was excessive, and appeared to pervade every 
thing. The dilapidated and decayed appearance 
of the houses, standing amidst ruins, and the com* 
plexion of the people, irresistibly suggested the 
idea that we were in the regions of the " Fire-king," 
and that every thing was under the process of 
baking : the white inhabitants, for instance, by far 
the smallest portion, might be said to be in a state 
of preparation for the ordeal ; the mulattoes looked 
about lialf-done; and the negroes nearly burnt to a 
cinder ; whilst the paucity of their collective num- 
ber, accounted for those who had been abeady 
swept away after decomposition. This might have 
been monstrous agreeable to a man ambitious of 
promotion; but for ourselves we could have submitted 
to be cashiered and drummed out of the place, and 
the society we were about to mix with, and in our 
heart we envied the captain of the packet, who quitted 

12 
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the shore as soon as he had delivered the mail. So 
great, indeed, had been our surprise and mortifica- 
tion on landing, that we scarce heeded the informa- 
tion, that a recent hurricane had been the chief 
cause of the desolation and misery around us. The 
cause, which had ceased to exist, was too much 
blended with the effects it had produced, to admit 
of our giving it any distinct recognition in aggra- 
vation of calamities, which from early association 
appeared to us local, and incidental to the climate 
and to the country : and we intuitively reverted to 
the aTiti-^olonial records on the ^^ tablet of our 
memory," which not only reminded us that we were 
in the ^< birth-place" of hurricanes, earthquakes, 
and tornados, but that we had, by some mischance, 
actually got into their nursery, 

" Mount Healthy,^* was, however, to be the place 
of our sojourn, and the name was sufficiently spirit- 
stirring, to lodge us at once in the saddle, and 
to promote our immediate departure from this 
puppet-show chaos. We were now in the situation 
to enjoy those exquisite sensations which every 
traveller must feel after a voyage, whether for 
the limited period of Jonah's aquatic excursion 
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with the whale, attended with the dispatch of steam 
locomotioii, the security of safety valves and land 
in sight ; or to a spot 

"Where half the convex world intrudes between," 

with the interruption of variable winds, calms, 

storms, and traverse courses, cribbed, cabined and 

confined, and perhaps limited to three steps and a 

turn, like a caged tiger, on board a vessel dependent 

for her progress upon canvas and a favorable breeze. 

We had, however, received a shock for which we were 

by no means prepared, and the staggering conviction 

that we were now in a land of slavery, marred the 

immediate cause of gratulation. Giving the rein 

to the horse, and to our imagination at the same 

moment, we travelled about a mile on a tolerable 

road, with cane fields on either side, flanked by 

the sea to the right and the mountains to the left, 

pricking our ears, as we went, for the sound of the 

cart^wbip and the cries of the oppressed — but as yet 

we heard them not. The road now terminated in 

two bridle paths at the bottom of a ravine, and we 

were puzzled which to choose ; nor did we think of our 

sable guide, until the urchin, bursting with intelli- 
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gence like a pod of cotton, broke silence by ex- 
claiming, ^^ Massa, him de wrang way :^^ and he 
instructed us to pursue the one which followed 
the course of a deep gully, whose sides became 
more and more precipitous as we proceeded. 
It suddenly occurred to us that the boy^s presence 
was somewhat unaccountable, considering the pace 
we had travelled, which scarce admitted of hia 
keeping up with us by running, and he showed 
ho signs of breathless fatigue; and we at once 
bethought ourselves of the marvellous pedestrian 
page in the "Lay of the last Minstrel," who travelled 
twice as fast as his master's galloway. We had 
no sooner pushed forward again, upon a more 
open and beaten track, than upon looking backward 
we discovered our little " Flibbertigibbet" at the end 
of the horse's tail, the animal quite reconciled to a 
liberty which habit, as it appeared, had imposed 
upon him. 

The path still lay along the bottom of the ravine, 
or water-course, and we soon found ourselves in a 
spot of peculiar beauty, especially to the eyes of one, 
who had been so long accustomed to the monoto- 
nous uniformity of the ocean ; and the interest of 



SKETCH BOOK. 141 

the scene was materially heightened by the pre- 
sence of five or six negro women, who had been 
engaged in washing clothes in the shallow stream 
which meandered through the irregular courses 
of the ravine, and were now preparing to de- 
part for their homes. Their voices had caught our 
ear, and ^^ the loud laugh proclaimed the vacant 
mind,'' some time before we reached the spot. On 
approaching them we stopped to witness the jun^ 
which consisted of a splashing battle between two 
strapping wenches, whose white cotton gowns were 
gathered up at the waist, so as to give fair play to 
two pair of legs, which Vestris might have envied 
for their proportions. Their companions, as they 
gathered the linen from their drying places, the 
adjacent bushes or large stones, were inciting them 
to continue the conflict, and ^^ Laughter holding 
both her sides," was admirably personated by an 
old damsel in the group, who sat like an Indian 
princess on a large granite stone, which in colour 
and appearance might have been taken for a young 
elephant couchant As they relaxed in their mirth, 
their attention was directed to ourselves, and we were 
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soon saluted with " How d'ye, Massa? — ^how you do, 
gar? — you cum fra Englan' ? — I wash you clothes, 
Massa, I do 'em well ?' &c., and echo joined in the 
salutation. The scene was altogether novel, tropi- 
cal, and moreover, extremely imposing ; and having 
tlianked the sable Naiades for their compliments, we 
proceeded on our route up the valley, in better 
humour with ourselves and the natives. The spot 
merits a better name than " Huntum's Gut" Ad- 
vancing about a mile further, we made an acute 
angle out of the ravine, and continued a traverse 
course on one of its sides, suiEiciently steep and 
abrupt in the turnings, to demand more than ordi- 
nary regard to the safety of one's neck ; and our 
page materially heightened the interest of our situa- 
tion, by hanging on the horse's tail, threatening 
every moment a retrograde movement to the animal 
and ourselves- 

At one spot we felt a rise within us &r from 
agreeable, owing to the vicinity of a precipice 
almost perpendicular, which led to the bottom of the 
ravine we had left, and which we afterwards heard 
was called " Anderson's leap," or some such name, 
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in commemoration of a person having landed at the 
bottom without breaking his neck. Had he been 
killed, his fame had probably died with him. We 
at length reach the head of the valley at a point 
called <^ Ruthy Hill," and here the sea appeared 
on either side. 

The heat had gradually decreased, and the air 
had become more rarified as we proceeded, and on 
attaining this height we were irresistibly impelled to 
stop, as well for the purpose of enjoying the cool 
breezes which were passing in refreshing currents 
up the valley, as to contemplate the country through 
which we had passed in our ascent from the town ; 
and notwithstanding the repulse our predilections 
for the picturesque had received upon landing, they 
were at least suflSciently recovered, to recognise 
the sublime supremacy of nature over her coadjutor 
art, and to remind us that, 

" God made the country — Man the town." 

The capital of Tortola, viewed from this point 
through the intervening distance, and associated 
with the surrounding scenery, is certainly seen to 
the greatest advantage, like an exceeding plain 
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woman with her face veiled, and commanding at- 
tention with the aid of dress. We here witnessed 
one of those sudden atmospheric changes, and sin- 
gular combinations of light and shade, which not 
unfrequently occur in the tropics. The clear bright 
sky and calm sea to windward of the island in the 
direction of the town, had, in the interval of our 
landing and gaining this point, become darkened 
with threatening clouds, which added to the gloom 
already cast over this side of the island by the 
shadows of the moimtains, thrown by the sun set- 
ting in the opposite direction. Only a narrow 
ridge where we stood, separated the two divisions of 
light and shade : on one side, the depths of even- 
ing had closed on every object in the route we 

r 

had pursued : on the other, the declining sun, still 
several degrees above the horizon, continued to 
dispense warmth and light over that we were pur- 
suing. Our imagination was at issue with our 
stomach, or we might have attempted an allegory^ 
and personated the man in the moon during an 
eclipse, or Hercules looking over the confines of 
the earth, to see what was going on at the anti- 
podes. 
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We proceeded by a less intricate route, and with 
a gradual descent on a hill-side, running laterally 
from the interior mountain range towards the sea, 
planted with sugar-canes, but they were yet too 
young to be recognised by a noyice as any thing but 
a large species of grass; and the palpable poverty of 
the soil, scarce justified the labour which had been 
bestowed in the cultivation, and in placing rows 
of stones on the declivities to retain it on the sur- 
face. We had looked anxiously during the journey 
for i gang^ of negroes at work, but, with the ex- 
ception of the land near the t6wn, the immediate 
country we had passed through was either uncul- 
tivable, or in a fiiUow state ; a considerable portion 
bearing the sinuosities which tillage had formed at 
no very distant period, and the ruins of sugar- 
works, partly exphdned the cause of its abandon- 
ment. 

The- works and dwelling at Mount Healthy, 
appeared about half-way on the descent towards 
the sea, possessing a conmianding and cheerful 
situation, sheltered by the surrounding eminences, 
and one which fairly entitles it to the designation it 
bears. On our arrival at the spot, we were received 

VOL. I. H 
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by our host, to whom we were personally a stranger, 
in a spirit of true tropical warmth ; an exordium as 
essential to a good dinner, upon a first introduc- 
tion, as my Lord Blaney would consider three 
dozen of oysters, at least : and we had the additional 
satisfaction of finding that the cook had proceeded 
in his culinary operations, with the strictest regard 
to our progress over the hills, and the time when we 
should arrive, so as to produce a denouement in our 
several operations, as nearly as possible at the same 
moment. It is really pity that a greater reciprocity 
of feeling and cordial co-operation of purpose, is 
not more generally encouraged between the pro- 
vider of a repast and the consumer of it — ^the fault 
seldom lies with the former ; and, perhaps, there is no 
employment, trade, or calling, in which a man may 
be supposed to exert himself more to gratify the tastes 
and inclinations of those for whom he labours 
than that of a cook — and none, whose results are 
so often treated with cold indifi*erence ; " they 
manage these things better in France," where an 
unity of purpose between the cook and the stomach 
is always supposed to exist, and the greediest glut- 
tony becomes a virtue in proportion to the accord- 
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aiice of the compact. In the present instance, the 
quantity and perfection of the edibles and potables 
before us we exquisitely adjusted, and we had nearly 
effected that perfect harmony and equipoise between 
the material^ and immaterial being, which the science 
of gastronomy is so happily calculated to promote ; 
when the clouds, which had been congregating to 
windward for the purpose, as it appeared, of taking 
in water for their voyage, very unceremoniously 
announced their arrival over our heads by unload- 
ing their cargoes, following an electric shock, which 
reverberated to the island's extremities ; and, judg- 
ing Irom the splashing about our ears, they were 
probably that particular species of cloud, which the 
learned Polonius has classed among the cetaceous 
tribe of fishes, from its resemblance to a whale; 
although, from the artificial spirit which has hitherto 
prevailed in ichthyology, its comparative organiza- 
tion with the electric-eel has not yet been clearly 
ascertained : be this as it may, they were exceeding 
wroth, but their violence was soon over, and, unlike 
the temper of our English clouds, which congregate 
in sulkiness, and look ill-tempered for a month, in 
half an hour all was fair again ; — the windows were 

h2 
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re-opened, a breeze came down from the moun- 
tains, ^^ like the sweet south stealing over a bed of 
violets,'* and the <^ Dutch nightingales" croaked 
their evening song, 

" Garrula limois Rana coax at' aquis." 

Providence, in the distribution of her favours, has 
so equitably balanced their relative importance to 
each of her creatures, that in conferring the most 
gorgeous plumage upon the feathered inhabitants 
of the tropics, she has partially withheld from them 
the gift of song, for the less beautiful of the species 
of other climes \ Hence the frog, the snake, the 
lizard, and the cricket, each of which have no 
doubt their own peculiar benefits and blessings, 
here emulate Philomela's glory, and n harmonious 
concert, 

" Siog their wild notes to the listening waste ;" 

unless, indeed, feeling their comparative degrada- 

^ An opinion is too commonly entertained, that among the 
tropical hirds, there are no songsters, hut this is an error; the 
southern continent of America abounds with birds of beautiful 
plumage, and great power of song. The troupiale, the red-headed 
finch, two species of the wren, several of the thrush and linnet, 
pour forth sweet and varied strains in the forest wilds. 
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tion, they merely call for justice, and demand of 
Jupiter another king. 

To a person first arriving in the country, the 
sound of these nocturnal minstrels is peculiarly dis- 
cordant and annoying. In full concert, they might 
well be imagined a legion of devilkins labouring 
hard at knife-grinding, the occasional shrill note 
(or whistle) of the b'zard, or snake, representing 
the screech of a wheel wanting grease, and the 
frogs, which are most active in the performance, 
are always more vigorous in the display of their 
powers about the period of rain. It is neverthe- 
less remarkable, how soon one becomes reconciled 
or indifferent to their noise, as well as to the equally 
disagreeable scream of the Guinea-fowl. They 
certainly succeeded for a night or two in interrupt- 
ing our repose, and curtailing it of its fair propor- 
tion ; for, as soon as the first named little gentry 
had retired to rest at daybreak, the others com- 
menced their labours with their incessant call for 
** port-wine^ port-toine, port-wine J^ And a yelping 
cur in the neighbourhood thought proper to throw 
in the hark most liberally, as a necessary accompa- 
niment, to drive us into a fever. 

h3 
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CHAPTER X. 



REFLECTIONS — A PLANTER'S DWELLING — THE CONDEMNATION 

OF BETST — A DEVILED SWEETBREAD — PEACOCKS* BRAINS 

NAMING OF ANIMALS — NEGROES* HOUSES — SUGAR WORKS — 
lOB VAN-DYKES — AN ESCAPE — CUTTING THE SUGAR CANCS. 



** Oh; then, I see, Queen Mab hath been with you." 

Romeo and Juliet. 

The restlessness we experienced for a few nights, 
was not wholly attributable to such ephemeral 
causes as the croaking of frogs or the screech of 
the Guinea-fowl ; but reverting more particularly 
to the first evening after our arrival, when the 
mind was powerfully excited by the sudden trans- 
elementation from an aqueous to a terrestrial ex- 
istence, and by the vivid impressions which every 
new object was calculated to make on its retina : 
it readily yielded to the influence which the state- 
ments we had heard respecting the country and 
the people so irresistibly promoted. As yet, ocu- 
lar demonstration had no opportunity to establish 
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conviction, and we became lost in a labjrrinth of 
speculation and conjecture. We retired to rest 
early, but not to sleep. We could not divest our-* 
selves of the feeling that every tiling about us was 
strange, and that we were surrounded by strangers, 
by a community of persons whose character, feel- 
ings, and habits were equivocal, and of whom report 
had whispered unwelcome things ; the bare thought 
that we were immediately surrounded by several 
hundred persons of savage origin, and as yet unci- 
vilized, and kept in a state of slavish subjection and 
tyrannous oppression, by two or three intolerant 
task-masters, although at variance with the toted 
absence of all apparent precaution on the part of 
the latter, against revolt or individual temerity ; still 
produced a feeling of insecurity and apprehension 
which we could not altogether overcome. We were 
ignorant of the feelings which might exist between 
the master and his slaves, — of the principles by 
which the one might be influenced in governing the 
multitude, but it was not possible to be insensible 
of the anomalies which existed among several hun- 
dreds of a people whose physical organization was 
a problem, and whose moral standard was at variance 

h4 
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With that of all civilized societies. A possibility 
was also suggested, that our presence and imme- 
diate arrival from England might promote a rupture, 
should disaffection exist among them ; or perhaps 
theft might be attempted and practised with impu- 
nity on a person as yet a stranger among them, and 
who knew nothing of the localities of his domicile. 
It is no marvel, therefore, that our attention sbould 
have been directed to the extreme simplicity and 
insecurity of the dwelling, which consisted merely 
of one floor, composed of a frame-work in the form 
of a parallelogram^ clap-boarded at the sides and 
extremities, and with the ordinary span roof planked 
and covered with small pieces of wood called shin- 
gles^. The interior was divided, as high as the 
cross-beams, into three compartments, one occupy- 
ing nearly half the area, which was designated ^<the 
hall," and appropriated to the ordinary daily piu*- 
poses of drawing and dining-room ; the other two 



^ Shingles are thin ohlong j^ieces of wood from twelve to eigh- 
teen inches in length, and about six inches in breadth, answering 
in their application the purpose of slates, for which they might be 
taken by a novice, from their being placed on the roofs of the 
houses in the same manner, and usually coloured to resemble 
them. ~ They are imported from America. 
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served as sleeping rooms, each having communica- 
tion with the other, as well as access and egress by 
a door opening on a stone pavement on which the 
whole fabric stood^ and which also supported aii 
open gallery or corridor projecting about four feet 
from the roof. The fEtstenings of the doors and 
window-shutters consisted only of iron hooks, which 
corresponded with eyes in the sill or frame-work, 
and which served to keep them closed without the 
intention of security. The floor was planked, but 
without carpeting, and the articles of furniture were 
such as necessity and convenience required, rather 
than such as elegance or caprice might have sug- 
gested. A common hall lamp was suspended from 
one of the centre beams ; on one side of the room 
stood a small mahogany sideboard, bearing such 
articles of plate and glassware as were in use, the 
two ends of a dihing-table forming a circle, stood in 
the centre, and the other portion of it occupied a 
position on one side, to wait occasions which might 
require accommodation for a larger party; a few 
cherry-tree chairs completed the arrangement. 

Coming from a land of freedom, from the vortex 
of civilization and refinement, where the exercise 

h5 
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of eveiy social prerogative is tolerated and encoa- 
raged, to a land of slavery and arbitrary power ; it 
was scarce possible we could refrani from laimdiiiig 
into a sea of speculation. *< Can it be, Aat a 
system so degrading to humanity exists? is it 
possible that so many of our feIlow*creatures are 
kept in a state of heathenish irreligion, and abject 
slavery, only by the terror of the whip^ and the 
intolerant self-will of one man ? and that that man 
can thus retire to his bed unguarded and unpro- 
tected from the well-merited vengeance of his per- 
secuted dependants ?" 

With such thoughts we passed a restless and almost 
sleepless night; and when at length drowsiness had 
overcome us, and we sunk into a feverish repose, 
we were still haunted with visions of fearful aspect, 
—of whips, and chains, and deeds of blood ! 

It was broad daylight when, with our eyes wide 
open, we were in doubt whetiier we were awake, or 
whether the words we could indistinctiy hear, were 
not an illusion correspondent with tiie import and 
general tenor of our dreams ; we were soon satisfied 
of the fact, by clearly recognusing the voice of our 
host in the adjoining room, speaking in an under 
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tone, and in evident displeasure ; the name of Betsy 
transpired, and the words ^^nin away" were also 
distinct, but the sentence was partially lost. We now 
remembered that after dinner the preceding even- 
ing, a woman of that name had been reported guilty 
of burning her house down, and had been locked up 
as a punishment. A cold perspiration came over us, 
and our head felt as if we were imdergoing the scalp- 
ing operation, when our ears caught the words which 
followed : ^^ If she had been killed last night as I 
desired, there would have been an end of her 
tricks ;*' we listened with breathless anxiety, but we 
lost what inmiediately followed, excepting the un- 
connected words, ** broke loose — send the Ranger 
after her." The spirit of Hodge^ and all the atrocities 
and murderous projects we had heard of, passed in 
review before us. We were no sooner heard to be 
stirring, than our host made his morning salutation 
from the adjoining apartment, but oiir tongue fal- 
tered in a reply; we, however, resolved to suppress 

our feelings for the present, and to wait the event 

■ 

with watchful anxiety. Upon joining him in the 
break&st-room, his cordiality was painful to us, and 
upon taking his hand which he held out to us, we 

h6 
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felt an electric thrill pass through our veins, and all 
the mercury in our constitution was down at Zero 
in a moment, the vacuum above, making us light- 
headed ; such at least were our sensations, but we 
could only attribute our embarrassment to indispo- 
sition and a restless night The cheerfulness of 
his demeaiiour, evidently intended to raUy us, was 
equally distressing to us, and we were about quitting 
the room when the old negro entered with the break- 
fast, and announced with much apparent satisfac- 
tion that Betsy had been caught, — " Then kill her 
directly," said his master. ** Good God !" we ex- 
claimed, ^^ what do you mean ?" but instead of 
regarding the question, he repeated the sanguin- 
ary edict, and hurried old Isaac out of the room, 
with the supplementary injunction, to ^^ look sharps 
and bring her sweetbread well deviled." This was 
the very acme of cold-blooded murder, with a spice 
of canibalism mixed with it, and we could at that 
moment have died a martyr in the cause of the con- 
demned culprit; but the current of our purpose was 
suddenly turned, by having the singular hallucina-* 
tion which had maintained possession of our sympa- 
thies so long, satis£8U)toriIy enucleated. 



^J 
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Legal evidence is often known to germinate 
from a hidden nvdem, and to impUcate a man in 
a monstrous crime before he has the least idea of it 
Had Adolphus been employed for the prosecution 
against the parties concerned in this horrible mur- 
der, he would assuredly have introduced us to the 
jury as accessory before the fact, because the mo- 
ment of our arrival in the island had been precon- 
certed as the signal for Betsy's sacrifice ; mats riim" 
portcj — she proved as pretty a corpse in the shape of 
a fine sleek calf, as ever graced the stalls of Leaden- 
hall, aiid her sweetbread was excellent ^ ! 

There is no domestic animal on a West Indian 
estate, that has not received a name from the 
negroes ; and although the ceremony is brief, 
the cognomen conferred is not the less irrevoca- 
ble. The boys who attend the cattle will meet 
in convocation at the birth of a lamb, or a calf, 
and the lesser urchins over a brood of chickens, 
to consult upon a discriminative appellation ; and 

' The abstract idea of kOling a calf to get at a sweetbread for 
breakfast, is upon a par with the sublime intelligence which first 
suggested the sacrifice of a few score of peacocks for a dish of their 
brains, an item of trifling importance among the magnificent ex- 
travagancies of oriental India. 
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we had not been a week in the island before we 
received the singular honour of having our own 
Patronymic assigned to a quadruped, whidb we 
shortly afterwards discovered, upon hearing it called 
in an admonitory tone, and upon finding ourselves 
personated by a fine buU catf^ grazing by the side 
of the admiral on the station, who had attained the 
seniority of a pasture butt. 

We were anxious to invest^te the contexture of 
the new province of action we had entered : horses 
were accordingly ordered that we might ride over 
the estates, and while they were preparing we 
sauntered in the vicinity of the dwelling. Our 
attention was directed to a small circular hill about 
tliree hundred yards to the right, on the nde of 
which some of the negroes' houses were ranged, 
but by far the largest number appeared in the 
valley immediately below the brow of the hiU on 
which we stood. They were in detached situations, 
about ten or fifteen feet apart Only a few 
adults and young children were to be seen : the 
principal portion of the occupants being at the time 
employed on some distant part of the property; 
and we were the more anxious to avail ourselves 
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of their absence to visit their little village, in order 
to avoid being intrtisive in their presence. We 
descended by a narrow irregular path on the hill 
side, formed by the negroes in their communication 
with the sugar works, and we were presently at 
the bottom of the valley. 

We were forcibly struck with the rustic beauty of 
the scene ; and regarded it as one of those calm 
secluded spots of primitive life and simplicity, 
which nature had marked as her own before the 
avarice and cupidity of man had deprived her of 
her birthright 

The huts here were more sheltered than those 
on the hill, and a variety of indigenous plants and 
shrubs were growing in the intervals between 
them. Their construction was simple, and some- 
what rude, and certainly at variance with the ideas 
of comfort and convenience which an inhabitant of 
a less temperate climate, or a more civilized state 

t 

of society might entertain : and probably if one of 
them was exhibited in Europe as a specimen of 
the general construction of the negroes' houses, 
it might excite some degree of commiseration in 
behalf of the occupants : but this important fact 

12 
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suddenly pressed upon our attention, that there 
was no great distance in the scale of comparison 
between them and the proprietor's residence, and 
the inference followed that they were more suitable 
to the climate, and the simplicity of the occupants' 
wants, than a construction of a more exalted 
character. 

They consisted of a frame-work of wood, planked 
at the sides and ends, and in some instances of 
stone walls of similar dimensions; the area being 
sufficiently large to admit of a division into two 
rooms of about eight or ten feet square; and a 
span roof thatched with the dried leaves of the 
sugar cane : in short, the description given of the 
proprietor's dwelling answers for those of the 
negroes, except only in size, the shingled roof 
and boarded floor : this latter item we recognized as 
a desideratum in the negroes' huts, and we were not 
jiltogether satisfied with the assurance that they 
preferred the bare sod. 

We were not a little surprised that no sort of 
reserve, or indication of fear, was manifested by 
the few individuals we met with ; they saluted us 
rather with familiarity than respect, and the children 
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who were playing about, joined their little voices 
in greeting ns with " how d^ye massa f^ The 
adults were aged and superannuated, and were 
either attending the youngsters, or preparing 
victuals for their absent relatives. 

In the noviciate of oiir enquiries the great 
question suggested itself: whether it was possible 
that they could be in the enjoyment of that 
repose, and of more solid happiness, than freedom 
in its worst shape could aiSbrd them ? 

We made an ascent on the opposite side of the 
valley, where we obtained an excellent view of 
the point we had left, and the line we had 
traversed; the works, consisting of a stoue building 
of large dimensions, in which the cane juice is 
boiled into sugar, and afterwards cured, together 
with a distillery, a store-house and hospital, and a 
mill worked by mules, to grind the sugar canes, 
appeared to the left, and to leeward of " the great 
house \" and the tower of an old tctW-mill which 



1 The " great house'* is a term commonly applied by the Negroes 
to the proprietor*s dwelling, in contradistinction to their own. 
As it usually stands on an elevation, it has also acquired among 
them the name of *' the Buff/' a corruption of the word, above. 
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had been converted into a store, and more recently 
as a place of refuge in tke hurricane, formed a 
conspicuous feature in the scene, from the singu- 
larity of such a building in this island, whose 
mountainous character does not admit of a current 
of wind suj£ciently free or powerful to work that 
description of mill. In the background is the 
island of Joe Van-Dykes, the birth-place, and at 
one time the property of the well known Dr. 
Lettsome, and part of the Danish island of Saint 
Thomas, appears on the horizon's verge. Fresh 
scenes opened upon us as we proceeded, presenting 
in quick succession a variety of bays and coves, 
and deep ravines, and precipices, and numerous 
small islets and keys, scattered in different direc- 
tions on the smooth sea; and the works of another 
estate belonging to our host, suddenly opened 
upon us, immediately under the steep acclivities 
we were traversing : — here all appeared bustle and 
activity, tlie chimneys issuing flames and smoke, 
the mill going round, the cattle passing to and 
fro, and the negroes at their various occupations, 
all in the miniature of distance. 

Thanks to the star that culminated at the hour 
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of our birth, we are alive to write this book. We had 
well nigh ^^ shuffled off this mortal coil," at north-' 
Me mountain in Tortola, through the agency of 
a sweetened arrow. The steepness and irregularity 
of the upland sides, rendering carts impracticable, 
cause, the use of wooden spouts or troughs to 
convey the eanes to the mill. These troughs 
being ranged on the inclined plane, in a line as 
direct as possible to the works, or to the nearest 
vicinity, whence the canes are conveyed by carts, 
necessarily intersect at different intervals, the 
zigzag paths which lead to the mountain sum-> 
mits. In stq)ping across the range at a UKMnent 
of imagined security, a single cane was thrown 
down the trough, and came with the velocity of 
an arrow ixnpeUed from a bow, and haying re- 
ceived a check in the channel of the trough, it 
ascended in a curved direction to the height of 
our head, and passed within an inch of our exist- 
ence. Many instances of injury to the negroes 
have occurred from this cause, and two who had 
lost their leg or arm, were afterwards pointed out 
to us. 

In a few minutes we were in the field of action, 
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on the Spot whence the shaft had received its 
impetus, and we were now assailed by about 
6fty or sixty men and women with such a volley, 
not of arrows — of greetings — such a confusion 
of tongues, as might have served for a dramatic 
representation of the Babylonian uproar. It was 
one universal burst either of feeling or affectation^ 
and in the name of truth and humanity we con- 
fess we did not clearly understand the meaning of 
it. We found them employed cutting the sugar 
canes, on an inclined plane near the summit of the 
mountain whose acclivities we had traversed, and 
in shooting them down the troughs ; and, if ever 
lightness of heart and buoyancy of spirits were 
manifested at a festival, we would forswear our 
birthright if this were not an indubitable indica- 
tion of them. It is true. Bears are taught to dance 
on hot coals. " How you do, Massa ? — Massa, how 
you do ? — How d'ye Massa, we glad for see you, 
hope you well. You cum fra England? you 
cum fu stop? how you lebe missy?** alluding 
to the wife of their master, with a repetition of 
the same salutations and the same questions over 
and over again, as they pursued their labour. 
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They were no doubt glad to see us, if our 
arrival had caused their chains to be taken off, and 
clothing to be given to them, and certes we could 

« 

not discern the former, and the latter were un- 
equivocally before us. The imposition must have 
been practised with consummate skill, that gave 
to our host a fair proportion of the greeting we 
had received, and we instinctively demanded of him 
if these people were his slaves, and if we saw them 
undisguised ? 

There was no great difference in the materials 
and fashion of their attire, neither was the resem- 
blance so rigid as to mark a systematic supply, or 
an equality of means among them. Osnahurg^ 
a species of coarse duck, was the most common 
material of which the trowsers and shirts of the 
men, and the petticoats of the women, were made, 
and in some instances they were composed of 
calico, and blue penistanesj or coarse woollen cloth ; 
they were without shoes or stockings, and com- 
mon hats or coloured caps were worn by the 
males, and a handkerchief tastily twisted into a 
sort of toque by the women. 

But the whip, the whip's the thing — the whip — 
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the whip ! A negro without any outward appear- 
ance of superiority beyond the " badge of his 
avihority^^^ directed them in their proceedings. 

Reflection had abundant materials to feed on : 
but like an eastern despot it was exceedii^ 
sceptical as to the materials of its diet. 



SKETCH BOOK. 167 



CHAPTER XI. 



THE WHIP — GRINDISG THE SUGAR CANES — THE BOILIlfG-BOUSE 
— EFFECTS OF THE HURRICANE — THE PALMETTO ROTAL — AS- 
PECT OF THE COUNTRY — FAT-HOG BAY — CA8TUS MEL0CA8TUS 

— CASTLE BUILDING ^NEORO PROVERBS — THE JEW FISH — CAS- 

TUSGRANDIFLORA — A SMALL PARTY — ISAAC AND HIS DEPUTIES. 



" Traverse with me the hills, the varied slopes, 

The levell'd plains, crown'd with transcendant bloom ; 
Where ever-budding spring, and summer gay. 
Dance hand in hand, and with eternal joy. 
Lead up the jocund harvest to the mill." 

The descent to the works was steep and rugged, 
and the poverty of the soil, even in those parts 
selected for cultivation, was manifest on every 
side. As we approached the works to leeward 
of them the vegetable exhalations of the cane 
jidce in the course of boiling, and oS marine 
decompositions from a long sandy beach which 
skirted this part of the estate; had a peculiar 
influence upon the senses, .materially promoted 
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by the novelty of the surrounding objects, and the 
secluded wildness of the spot^ which was apparently 
ill suited to the conveniences of a manufactory. 

It was here that the lash of ^ the whip^ first 
sounded in our ears; and, although we were 
satisfied as we passed onward, and beheld the 
carts drawn by oxen conveying the canes to the mill 
from the spot to which they had been conveyed 
by the troughs, that the sound proceeded from 
the whips of the boys driving them, the conviction 
was too powerfully associated with the prepossession 
which had been long established on our mind, that 
there was little distinction recognized between the 
negroes and the cattle. The sound was more fre- 
quent as we came to the works, where we found 
the mules working the mill, urged onward by 
the frequent repetition of it by the boys attending 
them. 

The greetings of the negroes as we approached 
them, were similar to those we had received in the 
field, and instead of sullen discontent, there was a 
cheerfulness in their countenance, and demeanour 
for which we were by no means prepared. Their 
attire appeared inferior to the clothing of those 
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we had before seen, which we at first attributed to 
the difference of their occupation, but upon further 
inspection, we found that most of them were older 
people and children, and we could not refrain from 
reprobating the indecency of nakedness among se- 
veral of the latter, many of whom had attained the 
age of twelve to fourteen years. They were chiefly 
engaged in strewing the magosB or macerated cane, 
after it had passed through the mill, to dry in the 
sun, or in conveying it as fuel to a projecting shed 
attached to the boiling house, where two or three 
adults were engaged in making fire under the 
coppers ; others were carrying the canes from the 
spot where they had been deposited by the carts, to 
the people employed in passing them through the 
mill. The whole scene was extremely animated 
and interesting to a stranger.' 

In the boiling-house, where we were received by 
the manlier, we found a negro at each of the cop- 
pers attending to the boiling and skimming of the 
cane juice ; and what with the steam, and the ladling 
and splashing, and the calling to the firemen outside 
to regulate the fire, there was no lack of items for the 
observation and instruction of a novice, and we re- 

VOL. I. I 
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galed ourselves in the mean time with some new 
sugar in water, which is not only refreshing but re- 
puted wondrous wholesome. 

The buildings were on a larger scale, and their 
details were more complex than we had imagined 
requisite for the purposes for which they were de- 
signed; but there was a want of cleanliness and 
order, and the general aspect indicated dilapidation 
and poverty : they had been partially destroyed in 
the late hurricane, and were imperfectly repaired; 
indeed, every set of works in the island had been 
more or less injured, and many were totally laid 
waste; every estate too, was more or less mort- 
gaged, and many without resources to rebuild the 
works or to continue the cultivation. This was the 
case with our host : — ^hia property consisted of no 
less than ten or eleven estates, besides land and 
tenements in the town, and five estates only were 
now in cultivation, to which the negroes of the 
others had been removed. The lamentable effects 
of this awful visitation were every where apparent : 
vegetation had suffered much under its exterminat- 
ing influence ; large trees had been levelled with 
the ground, others had been blasted by the light- 
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nmg» or shorn of their verdant branches. On the 
beach of the long open bay bounding the estate, 
a few cocos which had gradually reared their lofty 
crests, and perhaps for centuries resisted the scath- 
ful storm, were now leafless and lifeless, their 
stems alone standing as an appropriate symbol of 
desolation ; and we learnt that almost every tree of 
that species in the island^ had been destroyed. 

We pursued a different route in our return to 
Mount Healthy, striking more into the heart of 
the island, by a zig-zag bridle path as precipitous 
and irregular as those we had before traversed, till 
we at length reached a more beaten track bearing 
the ruts of cart-wheels, and which took a circuitous 
range of more easy ascent between the hills. In a 
sheltered situation we saw several cabbage-trees, 
(the Palmetto royal) whose fresh and luxuriant 
foliage bore a singular contrast with the sterile 
barrenness of the spot where they stood, and the 
general aspect of vegetation, and whose corinthian 
beauty gave them the metaphorical semblance of so 
many virgins — we were in the ^^Virgin islands^'* — 
who had taken shelter in the recesses of the moim- 
tain wilds, to escape the ravs^ing hand of the de- 

I 2 
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stroying tempest. This beautiful tree, the areca 
oleracea of Linnaeus, may be termed the Venus 
de Medieis of the vegetable creation, and empress 
of the palm tribe. 



— ** Her stately column rears 
Aloft in air ; wide-waving plumage crowns 
Her head majestic ; whilst, with sovereign pride 
Erect, she views the humble woods below." 



It frequently attains the height of 150 feet, and 
according to Ligon, who published his account of 
Barbadoes in 1657, it had been seen in that island 
by some of the earliest settlers as high as 300 feet, 
which Mr. Coleridge has been " so bold as to say, 
is a gigantic lie ;" for the same reason we presume 
that he disbelieves in the glowing changes of colour 
in the dying dolphin. He could find no one who 
would answer for more than 120 or 130 feet, but 
we see no reason that the tree, growing in all the 
unrestrained luxuriance of nature at the time the 
island was first visited by European settlers, should 
not have acquired, through the lapse of centuries, 
a much greater height than when subjected to in- 
terruptions in its growth by the inroads of cultiva- 
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tion, or the caprice and inordinate £euicie8 of man^ 
who would destroy one of the noblest productions 
of nature for a dish of cabbage ! 

Ligon's account of this tree is whimsically diffuse : 
" I believe," says he, " ^l^^r® *^ "^t * more royal or 
magnificent tree growing on the earth, for beauty 
and largeness not to be paralleled; and excels so 
abundantly in those two properties and perfections, 
all the rest, as if you had ever seen her, you could 
not choose but fall in love with her. I'm sure I was 
extremely much, and upon good and antique autho- 
rity ; for if Xerxes^ strange Lydian love, the plan- 
tain tree, was loved for her age, why may not I 
love this for her largeness? I believe there are 
more women loved for their largeness than their 
age, if they have beauty for an addition, as this 
has." 

The stem of the palmetto royal is beautifully 
straight and tapering, although rather larger in dia- 
meter about one third of its height. While it is 
young the bark is tender, of a dark grey colour, 
and marked at the distance of every foot with a 
circle, which discovers very near how many years 
it hath been in the groimd : but when it comes to 

I 3 
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the full growth, it is all over so solid and smooth, 
that there is nothing to be seen* The top of it is 
adorned with several fair branches channelled and 
smooth, which have on each side an infinite number 
of leaves, green, long, narrow, and very thin, which 
resemble laj^e feathers, forming, as it were, a rich 
and beautifol crown* The tree disburdens itself 
every month of some one of its branches, as also of 
a bark whidi is loosened from below, whidi is four 
or five feet long, about two broad, and of the thick- 
ness of tanned leather. On die top of its trunk, 
and, as it were, in its heart, is a whitish marrow or 
pith, very tender and savory, tasting like a small 
nut if eaten raw, and being boiled and seasoned, 
may be numbered among the most delicious dishes 
of the Antilles; the French call it chou de Pal- 
miste. 

One look more, ye chaste daughters of an im- 
perial race! and we turned to gaze upon them 
before our progress closed diem from our sight. 
A flamingo, of a pure carnation colour, the first we 
had seen in its native haunts, at that moment sought 
a resting-place in the peaceful glen. 

The defile we pursued, brought us to the spot 
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where we had on the evening of onr arrival stopped 
to contemplate the town and harbonr, and the sin- 
gular semi-opacous effect produced by the mountain 
shadows. Extensive tracts of land whidi bore the 
marks of tillage, but which were no longer in culti- 
vation, lay before us on every side ; and the soil 
had been so much washed by the heavy rains, and 
impoverished by long culture, as to afford only a 
scanty herbage to a considerable number of sheep 
^-not of JasofCs race — and goats, which grazed on 
the acdivities. The lank, long-legged dimensions 
of these animals, accorded well with the adust and 
barren appearance of the country, almost realizing 
the spirit of Horace's description of famine : 

" Dura cutis, per quam spectari viscera possent" 

And we bethought ourselves of the green velvet and 
blanched almonds which decorate the upland sides of 
England's fattened land. The guava bush, from 
w}iose fruit the superlative of all jellies is made, 
was growing in unrestrained wUdness, in detached 
situations about these £edlow districts. 

In the route to Mount Healthy, we saw another 
body of negroes engaged in a different descrip- 
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tion of labour ; and the nature of their ooenpation 
accounted to us for the inactivity of the works of 
that estate to which they belonged. We had not, 
indeed, been sensible of the value of the rain which 
had fallen during the night, until we found that 
drought had retarded the work of the plantation, 
and that those refreshing showers had changed the 
order of the day for the disposition of the negroes : 
they were engaged in planting the cane for the 
ensuing crop, instead of cutting that which was 
ripe ; the land which had been previously prepared, 
being su£Bciently refreshed to assist the germinat- 
ing principle of the young plant which was to be 
committed to its bosom. Considerable embarrass- 
ment is occasionally experienced by the planter 
owing to excessive drought, or the uncertainty and 
partial supply of rain, which frequently frustrates 
his most consummate designs, and annihilates his 
most reasonable hopes of a fair crop. This evil is 
experienced more or less in all the islands, bat 
especially in those of trifling elevation, or which 
have been longest under culture, and consequently 
over-cleared and deprived of woods, so essential to 
the attraction of clouds charged with rain. 
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The negroes were stationed on the brow of a hill 
above us, which was diiBcult of access, and we 
passed them without stopping, but their voices 
reached us in confused tones of hilarity. 

We found nearly the same character of country 
in different directions, the whole island presenting 
a succession of undulating surfaces and precipitous 
eminences from one extremity to the other, without 
any considerable portion of level land in any one 
part. Cultivation was consequently rendered very 
laborious, and communication across the country, 
which could only be effected on horseback or on 
foot, was necessarily tedious, but at times made 
interesting by the frequent and varied changes of 
scenery in the route ; the heights affording a view 
of the coast and breaking surf, with the intermediate 
country, and numerous islands of various forms and 
size, with perhaps the white sail of a distant vessel, 
breaking the wide expanse of ocean ; and points of 
less elevation bounding the range of si^ht within the 
confines of a deep glen or a secluded valley. The 
mountains do not attain very considerable elevation, 
the highest, called Sage hill, being not more than 
1,650 feet from the level of the sea. 

i5 
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The extensive ranges of waste land and pastor- 
age, afford the negroes an opportunity of cuhivatiiig 
provisions to an almost unlimited extent, and they 
are not generally restricted, as in most of the islands 
where cultivation is more extended, in the rearing 
of any particular description of live stock. Some 
of them possess several head of homed cattle, as 
well as goats and sheep, which range over tho 
mountain wastes, or herd with the stock belonging 
to the estates ^ These numerous flocks and herds, 
with here and there a temporary hut, marking the 
station of a cattle keeper or watchman, assist in 
infusing a feeling of life and animation into the 
wild, and in some parts, desolate appearance which' 
the country presents. We found several species 
of cactif growing in the most barren spots, particu- 
larly the 7nel(M:actuSi which gave a singular effect 

« 

to scenes where vegetation appeared totally ex- 
cluded. In the neighbourhood of Fat^hog Bay^ 
in ' the south-eastern quarter of the island, and 

^ Tortola is subject to the general laws of the Leeward Islands, 
by which the negroes are prohibited keeping homed cattle or 
sheep, but the prohibition has fallen into disregard in this island ; 
and several oxen belonging to the negroes, were employed on hire 
by the proprietor of Mount Healthy, to convey sugars, &c. 
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especially about the ruins of Fart Hodge^ they 
were very numerous ; and in removing one of them 
for the purpose of examining the root» we disturbed 
a nest of scorpions under some loose stones. These 
creatures are very numerous in Tortola. Baziel 
Hodge, who formerly owned the land in this direc- 
tion, had been a very considerable proprietor, and 
the << Mansiofn^housej* whose site is still defined 
by ruins within a short distance of those of the fort 
which retains his name, afforded, in days gone by, 
ample testimony of Us wealth and hospitality ^ The 
destroyer, time, has since stamped the spot with the 
seal of desolation. 

Cold guinea fowl, ham, and hard eggs, might 
have made an • excellent repast for appetites 
sharpened by a long ride, and sea breezes; but 
a clever fellow, who had retired to this remote 
district to follow his vocation in quiet, supplied 
us with fish in abundance, and of excellent flavor. 
He was a free mulatto, who had acquired a repu- 
tation for some share of eminence in the art of 

^ The name of Hodge is not to be mentioned in connexion with 
this island, or indeed with the West Indies, without reminding one 
of him, who expiated with his life the crime of murder. The 
person we allude to, was in no way connected with him. 
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boat-building: the adjacent hills afforded him a 
gratuitous supply of wood, which had grown up 
since tillage had ceased to furrow their upland 
sides, and the unfrequented and secluded character 
of the neighbourhood had suggested to him 9i parole 
right of occupation. The proprietor of the land 
now stood before him, not to dispute that right, 
but rather to welcome his presence as an indication 
that reviving nature had courted back the presence 
of man to share in her resuscitated munificence. 
Possessing a mind that was constantly in a state 
of speculative fermentation, so essential to that 
species of mental architecture called ^^ castle 
building," which " gives to airy nothings a local 
habitation and a name," he had already persuaded 
himself that an " el Dorado^^ was to be found in 
the bowels of his demesne at Fat-hog Bay ; and it 
was by no means beyond the elastic stretch of his 
imagination, to contemplate the settlement of the 
boat-builder on the spot as the germ of a future 
dock-yard, or the nucleus of a great commercial 
entrepot. For ourselves we could scarce help 
coveting the uncontrouled freedom, and apparent 
ease and contentment of this self-elected tenant of 
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Nature, as he welcomed us to his peaceful habita- 
tion. It was built in a sheltered situation near 
the beach, where two or three vesseb of several 
tons' burthen, the work of his hands, assisted only 
by two negroes, a man and a boy, were in a state 
of forwardness. His gun occasionally gave him a 
horme bouche in the shape of a grilled MamieTy a 
plover, or a brace or two of ground doves ; guinea- 
birds, and the common fowl ranged in the vicinity 
of the dwelling, and a capacious Crawl on the 
beacli, built of some loose stones, contained a 
preserve of turtle, and some choice fish which his 
nets had ensnared '. The neighbouring seas abound 
in great variety of the finny tribe, but a self- 
evident £Eict in recommendation of a crawl was 
suggested to us by the negro who was engaged 
in catching one of its tenants, and who remarked that 



^ The crawl answers the purpose of a cauf, and is common on 
estates which are bounded by the sea coast, and are distant from 
a market supply of fish. It usually consists of a stone wall, 
sometimes of wooden stakes and planks, in the form of a square 
or parallelogram, built on the beach in about four or five feet 
water, the top being above the surface. It is a preserve for turtle, 
and a variety of fish, which have been first caught in nets, 
particularly those of a choice description, until they are required 
for the table. 
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** ebry day daw Jissing day^ but dyry day da nofoo 
ketch fiss^f* a proverb among them that has 
more meaning than meets the eye, and is often 
used as a speech of condolence when success has not 
attended their speculations ; and we were moreover 
reminded, that ^^ every haul of the net did not catch 
a jew-fish^^^ a saying intended to inculcate a 
provident regard ta any fortunate acquirement, 
as well as to do honour to so scarce and delicate a 
morsel. Thid Israelite of the ocean is esteemed 
pre*^minent of piscatory dainties — 

• 

^ Can Europe's seas, in all their ^nny realms, 
Aught so delicious as the jew-fish shew V* 

whence probably its name, from the reputed relish 
which its human correllatives have for the most excel- 
lent offish, and therefore " worth a Jew's eye/' The 
unfrequency of its being caught^ might have occa- 
sioned the cognomen, if that circumstance did not 
also imply a scarcity of the tribe, which with th^ 
locality of its haunts, is not to be reconciled with the 
received opiiiion that Jews^ Scotchmen, sparrows 

' Every day may be fishing-day, but every day we don't catch 
fish. 

12 
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and crows, are to be found in all parts of the 
world. Saint Anthony m^ht put the question at 
rest* It is seldom that a fish so lai^ as the jew-fish 
affords such exquisite flavour, whence it is preferred 
by some even to turtle. 

In the evening we retraced the route we had 
taken from Mount Healthy, and arrived there after 
night-falL The narrowness of the paths on the 
hill-sides, obliged us to travel in single file the 
greatest part of the distance, and being less ac- 
quainted than our companions with the character 
of the country, and unaccustomed to depend for 
our safety almost entirely upon the sagacity of the 
animal we rode, we occasionally winced in repass- 
ing particular dangers which had caused our atten- 
tion to sympathize with our apprehensions, as we 
encountered them in the moniing. The vegetable 
fragrance which issued firom the valleys below us, 
and from the wild shrubs and flowers which here 
and there rendered our pathway nearly impervious ; 
the warm exhalations from boiling sugar, and from 
the supper cauldrons of the negroes as we ap- 
proached the works of a plantation, and the sere- 
nade of the frogs, crickets, snakes, and lizards. 
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yielded a liberal repast to our auricular and ol&c* 
tory organs, and gave additional buoyancy to our 
animal spirits, which had been already exdted by 
the good cheer of our host of the Fat-hog wilder- 
ness. 

In a deep glen or pass through which we defiled, 
the vegetable perfume was so powerful, as to cause 
us to stop to ascertain the source whence it came ; 
and the broad moonlight enabled us to discover 
about twenty or thirty flowers of the cactus ffran- 
d\flora^ or night-blooming Cereus, which were 
gradually expanding in full luxuriance to their 
midnight and transitory splendour \ 

As we approached the dwelling at Mount 
Healthy, we heard sounds of music and revelry; 
whilst all around, save the lizards and their chorus, 
whose minstrelsy rather gave evidence of prevail- 
ing dreariness, seemed sunk in repose, and one 
solitary light in the direction of the house, alone 
indicated the presence of a wakeful spirit, except- 
ing ourselves. " Bravo, Miss Polly !" exclaimed 
our host, at the moment we were about inquiring 

> This flower begins to open in the evening, and is fully blown 
about midnight, gradually fading towards morning, when it decays. 
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whence the sounds proceeded; and our farther 
interrogatories were satisfied with the assurance 
that we should soon behold. We dismounted at 
the stables which were attached to the works, and 
walked to the dwelling in silence. The door and 
shutters were not yet closed, and a faint gleam of 
light issued from the hall-lamp through the win- 
dows, giving brightness to the dew-drops which 
hung upon the creepers and shrubs about the 
building. The instruments sounded like a hurdy- 
gurdy and a tambourine, and we could also hear 
the obtuse sound of unshod feet, in the action of 
dancing or stamping on boards, and a shrill voice 
humming in accordance with the tune that was 
playing, which was a well known country- 
dance or quadrille. Stationed for a few minutes 
on the outside of the building, we could observe 
through the windows the group within. Master 
Isaac was leaning in a careless position, with his 
left shoulder against the side of the room near to 
the door, beating a tambourine eon ctmorey his right 
foot stamping quick time with tolerable violence. 
Miss Polly was seated, or rather squatting in an 
easy posture, with both hands to her mouth to sup- 
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port the instrument she was playing, of the con- 
stniction of which we had not yet an idea; and 
Miss Nelly was attempting elegance in a figure- 
dance of her own, accompanying her movements 
with her voice *. We could have revoked our adop- 
tion of that urchin Pavlj as our page, for putting 
a stop to the performance by giving intimation of 
our presence, which caused us to enter the hall« as 
the two damsels made their exit through the 
adjoining chambers, and we heard their titter- 
ing as they departed from the dwelling. These 
wenches were Mulatto girls attached to the hooiey 
and the instrument on which Miss Polly excelled, 
was one of her master's combs with a piece of paper 
round it. Master Isaac, who had been so active in 
the apprehension and execution of poor Betsy the 
calf, ^ a negro, whose wooUy hair was white 
with age, and he g^ned self-satisfaction at our 
expressing admiration of his musical talent, and 
provided us supper with more than ordinary dis- 
patch, introducing to our especial notice some small 



^ The coloured womeui in maintaining a grade of superiority 
over the negroes, are extremely tenacious of the distinctive pre- 
nomen of if m, as well as a mark of respect among themselves. 
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cray-fish, about the size of large prawns, which 
had been caught in the ravines, or water-oourses 
that run from the mountains to the sea. The 
genius of master Paul was not only precocious, but 
unlike that of most boys in more refined life, it 
was directed to useful purposes; and he was not 
unconscious of his importance on the establishment 
at Mount Healthy. Old Isaac had been his pre* 
eeptor in all the intricacies of housiehold economy ; 
and so ductile and quick of comprehension had his 
pupil been in going through the gradations of 
initiation, that he now only required additional age 
and different aspect of person, with the removal of 
his guardian to boot, to qualify him, in all respects, 
for the oommand-in-chief of tiie household, with 
die enviable privilege of bearing the first dkh, as 
a substantive proof oi his usefulness and consequent 
advancement in his vocation, as well as that of ap- 
portioning the domestic duties of the establishment 
between as many individuals as could well be em- 
ployed* This was the most important part of the 
major domo's occupation, for it not only relieved 
him of a ^lave of the labour which strictly apper- 
tained to his office, as well as a portion of responsi- 
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bility, but he was sensible that he acquired impor- 
tance from the number of his deputies. Isaac, how- 
ever, took good care to keep in subjection the soaring 
genius of the young aspirant, by exacting a rigid 
performance of the several duties imposed upon him, 
which, although not particularly prescribed accord- 
ing to time and place, usually had their turn in the 
course of every twelve hours in each day. And so 
determined was he that idleness should not con- 
taminate the healthful constitution of his protege, 
that he armed him with a bundle of peacocks' 
feathers to keep off the infection, and to protect 
his master's face and legs from the assaults of the 
musquitoes aiid sand-flies at the same time. It 
may be imagined that our arrival gave Paul infi- 
nite satisfaction, if only on account of the opportu- 
nity it afforded him to develope in a more eminent 
degree his practical knowledge; but when he found 
himself attached in great measure to our person 
and protection, he showed frequent signs of a dis- 
position to throw off all allegiance to his venerable 
preceptor, and to declare his own independence. 
To accompany us in our rides was his great delight; 
and from a consciousness, or a reasonable supposi- 
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tion, that every object was new to us, he was active 
in searching for something to which to direct our 
attention, as he followed behind the horse, keeping 
hold of the animal's tail, and brushing off the flies 
with a bough or some dried cane-leaves. He had 
accompanied us in this manner from Mount Healthy 
to Fat-hog Bay and back again, a distance, includ* 
ing the winding of the paths, of not less than twelve 
or fourteen miles, besides being constantly on foot 
while on the spot, and he showed no signs of 
fatigue, as he stood by us at supper with his badge 
of office, checking the sanguinary inclinations of 
the mosquitoes. That he continued to entertain 
some share of fearful respect for the authority of 
Isaac, was manifest from the difference in his de« 
meanour when the supervisor was absent : he would 
then offer an opinion; or convey a piece of intel- 
ligence either to our host or to ourselves, as well 
as relax in the necessary motions of his brush, so 
as to give the sagacious blood-suckers an opportu- 
nity to get a hasty meal and be off. " Me put 
him in de water, sar; him look fresh," he said to us 
in an under tone as we were dissecting a cray-fish 
with our fingers ; " Look fresh ! why what's the 
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matter with it ?" was our response, imagining 
that his superior intelligence in such matters, had 
discovered a blemish in the fish, which our organs 
could not detect. " Massa, him die widout water," 
rejoined Paul, to our great confusion and his own 
infinite satisfaction, that he had astonished us with 
the profundity of his knowledge; and we had 
thrown down the cray-fish in despair of compre- 
hending his meaning, when the urchin entered from 
the adjoining chamber, whither he had proceeded 
in haste, to satisfy our doubts by exhibiting a flower 
of the cactus, which he had cut from the parent 
stem in our journey homeward, and placed in a tum- 
bler of water. It had doubtless been checked in 
its expansion by being dismembered from the 
plant ; but we had it placed on a table in our cham- 
ber, and when we retired to rest we watched the 
gradual spreading of the calyx, till it acquired the 
diameter of about nine inches, resembling in sq)- 
pearance a beautiful star of pure white and yellow, 
and diffusing a delicious fragrance through the 
room. In the morning it hung dejected over the 
rim of the glass, dying like a rose in aromatic pain. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



THE ROAD TOWN— DEPOPULATION — A PROHIBITORY ORDINANCE 
— METHODISTS — COURTS OP LAW — A TRIAL BY JURY — A CO- 
PARTNERSHIP — A SYMBOL OF CIVILIZATION. 



** But, if I tell how these two did co-act, 
Shall I not lie in publishing a truth ? 
Sith yet there is a credence in my heart, 
An esperance so obstinately strong. 
That doth invert the attest of eyes and ears ; 
As if those oi^ans had deceptious functions, 
Created only to calumniate." 

TroUus and Cressida, 

The Road Town hath a church, and at the time 
to which we are referring, a very respectable and 
intelligent clergyman gathered about him as large 
a congregation as it could well accommodate. The 
negroes, of whom it was chiefly composed, were 
extremely orderly and attentive, and we understood 
they were regular in their attendance* The por- 
tion of white persons was very small, and this cir* 
cumstance, perhaps, impressed us more forcibly 
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with the fallen condition of t£ie colony. Four 
years previous, the white population of the town 
had been reduced to 207, and it was now consider- 
ably below that, number. Whidier they had gone 
it was not our purpose to inquire; but a sin- 
gular prohibition enforced by legislative enactment, 
implied that many had, either directly or indirectly, 
been sacrificed to hard riding^ and no person was 
allowed to ride fast through the town to endanger 
the lives of those that remained. Our little page, 
who attended us on the evening of our arrival, 
amused us by his endeavour to save us the penalty 
of a breach of the law. The animal we had 
mounted, totally regardless of the consequences 
which might accrue to ourselves, and eager to re- 
turn to his stable, started off at a gallop, and before 
we could restrain the ardour of his purpose, our 
guide called out ^^ Massa, gently, you no do dat, 
you no gallop, Massa !" and upon endeavouring to 
comprehend the cause of the injunction, he further 
propounded that the police might be after us. The 
discharge of a cannon loaded with grape-shot was 
not particularly interdicted, as it might have been 
done without causing injury to a few children, and 
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two or three straggling adults on the beach, or 
workmen employed repairing the dilapidated build-^ 
ings : we saw no other signs of activity or inter- 
course, until the sabbath brought a large portion of 
the commimity together. 

The meeting-house of the methodists irresistibly 
claimed our attention, for the very obvious reason, 
that tiie congregation therein assembled was so im- 
mediately under die wing of our mother church, 
that tiie circumstance in a different cause might 
have signified accordance ratiier than divariccUion, 
but which in reality indicated a spirit of opposition 
and gratuitous indecorum, which would have better 
suited the purpose of rival tradesmen. The house 
had been erected so close that the persons of the 
respective congregations could be seen through the 
windows of each building, and the obstreperous 
manifestation of their piety occasioned serious and 
repeated interruption to the service of the church. 
This was the first circumstance which caused us to 
advert to tiie charges which had been urged, as we 
imagined unjustly, against some of the sectarians. 

The gaol, which also stood in the vicinity of the 
church, was substantially built of stone, and was 

VOL. I. K 
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really a very respectable looking edifice, and the 
residence of one Mister Bjogers Isaacs, a personage 
of very capacious purpose in the community, was 
equally imposing in dimensions and renovated 
effect, amidst the dilapidation and ruin conspicuous 
in every direction. 

There were no other buildings, dwellings, or 
tenements of whatsoever description, that claimed 
our attention by any outward characteristic of supe- 
riority, if we except the residence of the post- 
master, which stood as a monumeat of his wisdom 
in having settled himself upon a rock ; for it had 
braved the fury of the hurricane which had deso- 
lated the whole town. The Courts of King's Bench, 
Common Pleas, and Chancery, the Council and As* 
sembly Chambers, were things of name 9nd import, 
but their skeleton forms existed only within die pre- 
cincts of a room about twenty feet square, diesigned 
for meaner purposes, and a spirit of litigation was 
still alive in the community to feed and to give 
them effect. 

It has been said that there is only one step from 
the sublime to the ridiculous — we could have in- 
voked the spirit of Hale to witness judicial dignity 
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divested of all its essential essence, even of the 
^' wisdom of the wig," and ** the absolute perfec- 
tion of human reason/' descended in diat one step, 
from the apex to the base \ The room in which 
we witnessed the performance, or what rather ap- 
peared a burlesque rehearsal of ^' trial by Jury," 
was as rude and uncouth as the interior of a pizck- 
ing case-*-we speak with no reference to a packed 
jury-^the sides and doors were formed of plain 
pitoh-pine plank widiout paint or ornament ; cob- 
webs were the only hangings, and the nests of the 
^^ Jojtk Spaniard^* an insect which resembles a 
long-bodied wasp, were the only decorations to the 
ceiling; these animals appear^ to enjoy a pre- 
sedptive right of occupation, as well as of annoy- 
ing every person who came within the area of the 
building, even to the ^^ great lord-chief." On one 
side of die room a platform was erected about three 

1 It was the opinion of that eminent judge, that the common 
law of England was '* the absolute perfection of human reason, for 
nothing that is contrary to reason," said he " is consonant to 
law!" Have law and reason diverged since the days of Hale, 
from that point where they were so happily concentrated, or is the 
dogma of the judge proved to be a paradox, by the superior intel- 
ligence of the present age, and the penetrating and transcendant 
mind of our great champion of legal reform ! 

k2 
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feet from the floor, on which stood a long desk, 
similar in its construction to the occasional music 
stands used on the st^e at theatres on an oratorio 
night — this was the bench : 



a table stood in a transverse position coveted with 
green baize, with long forms on either side, for 
tlie convenience of tlie counsel; and another side 
of the room parallel with the table, was occupied 
by a range of seats placed one above another on 
an inclined plane, for the jury, A crowded audi- 
tory of black, whitOj and yellow, most of whom 
appeared in an unenviable slate of tropical exuda- 
tion, occupied the standing room. 

The question at issue was one of more than 
ordinary interest : and we freely give to any writer 
of novels an outline of the case, with our unqualified 
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consent to depict the plaintiff as great a scoundrel 
as eVer figured in the pa^es of romance. 

There lived in a distant part of the island a 
widow lady, who had been left by a deceased 
husband with an only daughter, dependent for their 
subsistence upon the fluctuating and precarious 
products of the sugar plantation on which they 
resided. The infatuating prospects of brighter 
days, which had led many West Indian proprietors 
into the path of ruin, by improvident expenditure 
and. unreasonable expectancies, had placed the pro- 
perty in question under mortgage during the pro- 
prietor's life-time ; and continued depreciation and 
bad management had gpradually reduced the surplus 
income, over the interest of the debt, to a portion 
scarce suJBGicient to support his widow and child. 
It was under a load of accupiulated distress, pro- 
duced by a variety of contingent circumstances, 
that the daughter had been subjected to renewed 
and repeated importunities from the plaintiff, to 
become his wife, which from motives of pru- 
dence, and an increasing repugnance to his person 
and character, she had long ago repeatedly and ^ 
stedfastly declined. In the mean time, and at 

k3 
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different intervals, tkey had received pecuniary 
assistance from an anonymous hand; and although 
suspicion had frequently pointed out to them the 
plaintiff as the party conveying it, there were 
circumstances which counteracted this impression, 
and their necessities so £ar reconciled them to the 
gratuity, as to induce them to make use of it. The 
late hurricane had given another severe blow to 
the already fallen condition of these unfortunate 
females, when the plaintiff, who had for some time 
ceased his importunities by absenting himself from 
the island, again pressed his suit with renewed 
ardour, and upon meeting with a further repulse, 
he declared himself the party who had made the 
remittances, and demanded immediate iand unequi^ 
vocal repayment of the amount. The action was 
brought for the recovery, and he obtained a verdict ! 
Imaginative reader ! let thy mind pursue the dis- 
tressing details of what followed \ 

1 In the ** third Report of the Commissioner of Inquiry into 
the administration of Civil and Criminal Justice in tlie West In- 
dies," printed hy order of the House of Commons, in 1826» it is 
stated that, ** owing principally to the reduced number of the white 
inhabitants of this island, but partly, it is said, to the state of the 
law as to the qualification and exemption of jurors, a sufficient 
number of persons duly qualified to serve upon juries (or the trial 
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We have already said that every thing around us 
appeared in a state of decay. Even Justice, long 
rince reputed blinds had here all her other faculties 
impaired; and the moral dry-rot which was abroad, 
had been allowed to reach and to contaminate the 
very crutches upon which she hobbled. — Her 
guardian — ^he, in whom all the obligations of her 
sacred office had been reposed, and from whom ail 
her salutary dispensations were expected to emanate 
for the safeguard and welfare of the community — 
was not only stricken in years and bordering on 
decrepitude, but he had not even the advantage of 
a legal education to qualify him for the trusteeship. 
He was nevertheless a legal Proteus — at one time a 
judge in the Court of King's Bench — at another, a 
judge in the Court of Common Pleas — ^then Chan- 
cellor, and Baron of the Exchequer — sometimes 
judge in Admiralty — ^and occasionall}^ as matter of 
course, presiding in a Court of Error, He was 
also master and examiner in Chancery, which gave 
him great insight to all matters upon which he 
might have to decide in the Equity Court, and the 

of causes in the common law courts of this island, it not always to 
be depended on,** 

k4 
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felicitous satisfaction of confirming his awn reports. 
All this was so far well, tbat it were possible the 
functions of this hydra-headed judgeship were 
legally and equitably exercised ; but he was also a 
planter and a merchant^ not ostensibly directing his 
legal mind to agriculture, and to considerations 
affecting tare and tret, barter, bo^mry-bonds, 
brokerage, and ballast, and all the manifold details 
of commercial enteiprise, but he participated in the- 
" profit and loss" account of a co-partnership which 
subsisted between himself and the aforesaid Mr. 
Rogers Isaacs, a public functionary of no less 
official weight in the community than himself. 

Mr. Isaacs bore his honours thick upon him. He 
was a puisne judge in each of the several courts 
we have enumerated, acting in concert witii his 
legal and mercantile partner, although like him not 
qualified by education for the office. He was a 
member of tiie legislative council, as was also his 
colleague, — ^bearing the distinguished and distin- 
guishing titie of honourable f and an aid-de^camp to 
the governor. He held several attorneyships, so did 
his colleague — that is to say, he acted as the agent 
and representative of absent individuals whose ea- 
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tates he controlled, and he also held the important 
appointment of ^^ receiver in chancert^* for several 
other properties, to which he had been nominated 
either by the court in England, or by the equity 
judge in Tortola. These appointments had pro- 
cured for him the occasional vocation and cogno- 
men of a planter. That Mr. Isaacs the merchant, 
should supply Mr. Isaacs the planter, with all the 
necessaries he might require for the estates he 
controlled, was extremely natural; but we must 
confess that our finite comprehension recognised 
something repugnant to common sense and com- 
mon honesty in the fitct, that Mr. Isaacs, the re- 
ceiver in chancery, should go before his mercantile 
partner the master in chancery, to audit and pass 
his, or rather their accounts, and that this legal and 
mercantile adjiuxct should afterwards sit in the 
character of judge, to decide upon any exceptions 
or questions which might be taken, or arise out of 
such a proceeding. We do really think chat such 
a combination could not possibly exist between 
any two persons, or body of persons, without mili- 
tating against justice, and compromising those 
moral obligations which the laws of civilized so- 

k5 
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ciety have every where prescribed ; and it goes far 
to show to what a state of degradation the society 
here was reduced, when those whose station in life 
demanded of them a cautious regard to established 
principles of conduct, could manifest such singular 
indifference to public reproach, and to the gratify- 
ing convictions of self-respect *• 

The sketch is unpleasing, let us turn to an- 
other. — 

X 

We have heard of a man, who having been cast 
upon a shore that was unknown to him, became 
satisfied that he was in a civilized country upon 
beholding a ffibbet : a strong indication, we take it, 
of a species of philosophy which bases itself on the 
imagination, rather than the judgment, and which 
possibly might lead this ims^native traveller, if he 

' In the report from which we have quoted in the preceding 
note, it is also stated that " T.ortola had in Messrs. Crabh and 
Isaacs, the same persons, attornies, merchants, receivers, masters, 
judges ; but then, they were the only respectable persons there, 
and what was more, the only persons of substance in whom the 
merchants at home, who had monies lent upon all the estates in 
the island, could confide" What thought the other members of his 
Majesty's Council, the members of the assembly, and other public 
functionaries, of this very flattering antithesis ? 
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were undergoing capital punishment, to the pleas- 
ing conviction that he was merely taking a swinff 
for amusement Shakspeare says, ^^there is nothing 
either good or bad, but thinking makes it so:" — 
and, with the dd of association, there, is less singu- 
larity in the deduction of the casfraway traveller, 
than appears at first sight The gallows was un- 
known to the aboriginal savages of the new world, 
until cimlized Eiurope 

*' Bestow'd her customs, and amended theirs, 
But left her vices also to their heirs." 

Next to the fixing of the cross as the emblem of 
the Catholic faith, which it was professedly the 
first object of the Spaniards to disseminate, the 
erection of a gallows in such places as they fixed 
upon for the establishment of a city, was performed 
with no less ceremony and solemnity. 

If, therefore, other proof were wanting that 
civilization had retrograded at Tortola, conviction 
might have been established in our mind upon be- 
holding near the Road Town, that symbol of its 
existence tottering with decay, and no longer 
worthy of the office for which it had been designed. 

k6 
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It might, moreoyer, have forced the mind to the 
recognition of a fact from which it naturally revolts, 
that human life has in most countries, and even in 
Great Britain, been sacrificed to the laws in undue 
proportion to the advancement of dvilization and 
refinement, as if leffol murder were necessary to 
secure the promotion and maintenance of civil 
rights — 

*' Here while the proud, their long-draWn pomps display, 
There the black gibbet glooms beside the way." 

It is true that a more refined policy has of late 
years removed the standing gibbet from the public 
* gaze in England, and that our criminal code has 
undergone very salutary revision; but there yet 
remain vestiges of barbarous and impolitic enact- 
ments, unworthy of a nation calling itself free and 
enlightened. 



A. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



PARSON AUDAIN — AN ADVENTURE — THE CORNISH VICAR — A 
PRIZE — WEST INDIAN AUCTIONS — A FUNERAL — CLERICO-MILI- 
TART rtNCTIQNAAIES-^OVELIilNO EZTRAORDXIIARY-- AFRICAN 
APPRENTICES — OF THE TERM CREOLE. 



** All the world's a stage» 



And all the men and women merely players : 
They have their exits and their entrances ; 
And one man in his time plays many parts." 

As You Like It, 



There appears to have been great spirit of emu- 
lation among the actors on the little theatre of 
Tortola. Whether he had been beaten out ef the 
field by the monopoly of Messrs. Crabb and Isaacs, 
or whether it better suited his erratic and specula- 
tive turn of mind to exhibit his talents in a more 
enlarged sphere of action, certain it is that we 
arrived too late to witness the inimitable perform- 
ances of one parson Audain. " This Mr. Audain^" 
says Mr. Coleridge, " was a patriot : few of his- 
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cloth like him; he was not content with praying 
against the enemies of his country, he fought against 
them also. Saint Peter certainly owned a boat, 
and the authorised translation (Mr. Audain loved 
literal orthodoxy) ii\timates a partnership amongst 
some of the apostles in a ship. So Mr. Audain 
built a schooner, and carried on for many years a 
system of practical polemics with the disputants of 
the French school, to hk own abundant profit and 
notoriety.'* 

We were only permitted to lend our ears to the 
recital of some portion of his history. 

He commenced his career in life as a midshipman 
in the navy ; but it is evident that he possessed a 
soul above the restraint which that office imposed 
upon him, and he . gave up << watch and watch," 
and reefing topsails, for a province of action which 
might better suit his inclinations and his talents. 
As a midshipman, he might have remained. till the 
present day, one of the multitude of that class of 
persons wearing his Majesty's livery, walking 
through a bare existence towards that promotion 
which defeats the purposes of hope, unless, per- 
chance, he had obtained that passport to rank called 
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interest; and he therefore wisely, we think, ex- 
dbanged an existence for a livinffj by appearing on 
the theatre of life in the character of a parson. 
The West Indies, of all places in the world, pre- 
sented an extensive field for the exerdse of his 
sacred calling, but it proved too circumscribed for a 
mind that knew no bonnds; and in order to fill up 
the hiatus between his occasi<mal avocations in the 
diurch, he at length yielded to its craving solici- 
tude after more active and profitable occupation, 
by embarking in the business of an auctioneer, and 
the more hazardous speculations attendant upon 
privateerinff. 

He was evidently endowed with the essential 
elements of a great mind, strengthened by a phy- 
sical organization which capacitated him for deeds 
of daring, and which enabled him to acquire great 
self-possession, and that enviable habit of directing 
and concentrating his energies, to the immediate 
object which called for their operation. 

In the pulpit he was eloquent and persuasive, 
manifesting all the energy of a devout spirit, and a 
total abstraction from sublunary speculations. In 
his sale-room he was equally happy in engaging 
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the attention of his hearers, by descanting upon the 
beauties aaad utility of an article which no one else 
could detect, in a strain of winning hyperbole 
worthy of George Robins himself, until ^^ they who 
came to hear, remained to buy*^ And in all the 
various details of his privateering exploits, he was 
no less distinguished £6r zeal, ability, and courage. 
To suppose, for a moment, that no occurrence of 
great and exdting interest could divert him from 
the particular pursuit in which he might be en- 
gaged ; that the current of his intentions was not to 
be turned out of its prescribed course by something 
which involved stupendous concern, would arg^e a 
pertinacity of purpose at the expense of his judg- 
ment ; besides, Audain was mortal, and he was not 
exempt from many of the frailties and weaknesses 
inherentiy co-existent witii our finite nature. It 
will not tiierefore appear surprising, tiiat he was 
once known to allow the powerful dictates of self- 
interest, and the alluring prospects of patriotic en^^ 
terprise to overcome, at a moment's notice, a proper 
regard to the duties which appertained to his more 
sacred calling. 

He was engaged in the pulpit when the report 
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of a canncm was heard from seaward. From his 
station, as well as from other parts of the churchy 
a clear view. of the harbour was obtained, and a 
vessel shortly afterwards appeared in the ofiBng 
crossing the entrance ; another report was presently 
heard, and the shot which was seen to throw up the 
water where it lodged in the direction of her course, 
gave evident token that it proceeded from another 
vessel that was in chace of her. It is scarce to be 
supposed, that the attention of the congregation 
was not more or less diverted from the purposes of 
devotion. Audain for awhile proceeded in lus dis^ 
course, occasionally taking parenthetical glances at 
the vessel, until the appearance of a frigate under 
a crowd of sail, and nearly becalmed, left no doubt 
on his mind that she was in pursuit of an enemy. 
This was quite irresistible ; the prospect of a bit 
of worldly glory at once superseded for a time all 
other considerations : he dissolved the congregation 
by quitting the pulpit in haste, and proceeding to 
the beach, in a few minutes he was on board his 
privateer, and under weigh to join in the chase \ 

^ ** This was like the Cornish Vicar," observes Mr. Coleridge, 
in alluding to a similar transaction which occurred with the same 
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The use of bis sweeps, and the aid of a light breeze 
which prevailed near the land, gave.Audain great 
advantage in the pursuit over the frigate in a calm, 
and he presently disappeared behind the headland 
which forms one side of the harbour's mouth. 
Many persons ascended the heights to get a view 
of the anticipated fight, and the report of firing 
announced to those in the Road Town, whose specu-* 
lations were upon tiptoe, that the conflict had begun* 
Audain was the first to board, and followed by his 
men, he was master of the prize before the frigate 
came within hail, and when she approached he was 
required to repair on board. He was not long in 
settling the point to his own satis£Eiction, that some-* 

individual at Dominica. " He was preaching one afternoon in a 
sea-side church during a heavy south-west gale, when all on a 
sudden his audience hegan to move* take down their hats and press 
towards the door. The Vicar, having the advantage of pulpit emi- 
nence and long experience, immediately perceived the cause, and 
animated with a just indignation at their conduct, ordered them, 
as they valued their souls' welfeure, to remain quiet till the end of 
the sermon. The good man, in his eagerness to restrain them, 
even left the pulpit, and, like Aaron, ran into the midst of the 
congregation, rebuking them and exhorting them, till he reached 
the porch ; when, tucking up his gown under his arm, he shouted 
out, ' Now, my boys, let us start fair !'^— and immediately 8cam« 
pered off, with his flock at his heels, to administer Cornish relief 
to a distressed merchantman." 
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thing on the score of courtesy^ and respect to the nict- 
tional flag, was due from him, although not so ready 
to yield admission that the frigate had a right of par- 
ticipation in the prize, without having diared in the 
fight. Upon reaching the quarter-deck^ he encoun- 
tered in Captain B d, an old shipmate in the days 

of his nautical minority, and after mutual inquiries^ 
congratulations, retrospections, and so forth, it was 
arranged that Audain should act as prize-master and 
prize-agenty to have the capture adjudicated in the 
Admiralty Court of Tortola. The frigate proceeded 
on her cruize, the prize was ultiinately condemned 
and sold, and the proceeds, ^^ errors and omissions 
excepted,'' were sufficient — to pay the expenses. 

An auction in the West Indies ! We must shut 
our eyes for a few minutes to enjoy a supplementary 
laugh within us, in bringing before us the visions of 
former days,—- of the many-coloured and grotesque 
groups we have seen emulating each other in 
competition for a bargain, regardless of the injimc- 
tions of poor Richard, and bent only upon pos- 
sessing some article of him who died yesterday, or 
of him who had come within the merciless graSip 
of the law. Unfortunately in all small commu- 
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nities no man is allowed to know half as much of 
his affairs as diose who have no right to medcUe 
with them, and in die West Indies they are mostly 
known to every body but himself: so much so, 
that he is often surprised at learning by a side wind 
that he wrote to England by the last packet for 
the puipose of supplanting another in an appoint- 
ment; that he is going to be married, or that he 
has had a sudden attack of fever, and that his 
virtues only became known to the community after 
his reported decease. An auction represents a 
benefit for gossips and an outlet for scandal. 
Every article will have its history from the date of 
its purchase, or first introduction into the colony^ 
down to the lamentable occasion that is to transfer 
it to other hands ; and even the negroes, who love 
a sensation from whatever source it may spring, 
if they cannot share in the luxury of nodding at 
an auctioneer, and waiting the critical moment 
tJiat is to declare them or their competitors the 
possessors of an article they covet, they are no less 
interested in the fiat of the arbitrator, or in the 
witty interpolations which usually garnish his 
dbcourse. 
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The auction-room was in the vicinity of the 
burial-gTound : Audain had mounted the rostrum^ 
and was expatiating on the merits of each sno* 
ceeding lot, now and then provoking a laugh from 
his auditors by a ludicrous suggestion, a double 
entendre, or quaint witticism, but invariably ob^ 
serving a dignified demeanour the moment he 
found his rhetoric had failed to induce another 
bidding, and that his hammer was to pronounce 
his dedsion. He had frequently looked at his 
watch as the sale proceeded, as if marking the pro« 
gress of time towards another engagement ; and as 
it drew to a close, it was evident, by the rapidity 
of his movements and the urgency of his demean- 
our, that he wished it terminated. This was more 
apparent from the frequency of his directing his 
attention through a window to some object outside^ 
until at length arriving at the last lot, he gave 
solemn assurance that he could not ^^ dwell ;" and 
having pronounced those prophetic words, ^^ going^ 
going, going,'* still having his eye askance toward 
the window, the sound of the hammer seemed to 
give impetus to his movements, and to declare him 
gone, for he disappeared in a moment, 

12 
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The object which had engaged his attention was 
a passing funeral, and it suddenly brought to his 
recollection that he had been required to perform 
the ceremony of burial himself. Mortified at 
being supplanted in his professional vocation, it 
was with di£Sculty he could suppress the workings 
of his inward man, and his eye followed, and his 
proceedings kept pace with the procession till it 
reached the grave ; and as the hammer gave 
emphatic decision to the contest for the last lot, 
the crowd had assembled round the appointed re*- 
ceptacle for the remains of the deceased. Hither 
Audain proceeded, and he reached the spot just 
as his rival commenced the service and uttered 
the words, " I am the resurrection " — " Stand 
aside,'* said Adain, " I am the resurrection !" 
and he proceeded with the ceremony, with the 
utmost composure whilst the assembled crowd gaped 
wild astonishment, and his discomfited competitor 
'remained as effectually paralysed as if the Falk of 
Niagara had that moment lodged on his devoted 
head. 

The recital of this transaction does not redound 
much . to the credit of Audain, or the society in 
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which he moved; and however we may be 
disposed to smile at the ludicrous associations it 
brings before us, we cannot refhun from repro- 
bating such a profsuiation of decency. We must 
however, make allowance for the distorted medium 
through which the recital of it reached us, bearing 
in mind that whatever mUitetes against the charac 
ter of individuals, especially if placed in a field 
of competition within the circumscribed limits of a 
small community, invariably assumes an aggravated 
aspect, as it becomes a subject of frequent comment 
or animadversion ; 



"For slander lives upon succession ; 
For ever housed where it once gets possession. 



*• 



If there was not less profanation in the union of 
his clerical and military functions, he had at least 
the influence of example to plead in extenuation, 
or to serve as an anodyne to his conscience ; an 
instance (tf which, as related by Du Tertre, took * 
place during a conflict between the French and 
the English at Saint Christopher in 1666. Father 
Boulc^e, having put off the dress of his order, 
and habited himself as a cavalier, proceeded upon 
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horseback to the head of the battalion, anunadng 
the soldiers to fight courageously, assuring them 
that their cause was one of religion as well as state, 
because their enemies, the English, were heretics, 
and the palm of martyrdom would be given to 
those who fell in the battle. He then made them 
all kneel down, beg pardon for their sins, and gave 
them absolution. After the action was over, he 
again changed his dress, and as a friar administered 
the sacrament to the dying ^ 

Audain, however, had higher authority, by which 
to justify himself. The Archbishop of Bourdeauz, 
a favorite sea.-officer of Louis XIII. commanded 
the French fleet which defeated the Spaniards 
under Don Lopez de Hoyez, in 1638 ; and the 
exploits of another martial prelate, Don Antonio 
d' Acugna, Bishop of Zamora, are recorded by 
Guevarra^ in his notice of the revolt excited by 
Juan de Padilla and others at Castile in 1520. 
But the star of Audain, which had culminated 
in the meridian of Tortola, began to wax dim. 

" An acquaintance of mine," observes Mr. Cole- 

^ Du Tertre, torn. iv. p. 35, 36. — Southey*8 Chro. Hist vol. ti. 
p. 63. 
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ridge, ^^ met him one day in the streets of Basse- 
terre, in Saint Kitts, surrounded by negroes, to 
whom he was distributing plantains, yams, pota- 
toes, and other eatables, and holding private talk 
with them all by turns. Having caught my frieiid's 
eye, he came up to him and said, ^ I'm going to 

smuggle all these rascals this evening, to 

Guadaloupe.' He did so in his schooner, but re- 
mained himself on shore. A privateer of Nevis 
captured the smuggler before she could get to her 
market Audain became furious, went himself to 
Nevis, and challenged the owner of the privateer to 
fight. The challenge was not accepted, and Audain 
immediately posted the name of the recusant as 
that of a scoundrel, on the wall of the Court-house. 
He himself for two days kept watch upon the plat- 
form with a sword by his side, and four pistols 
stuck in his belt, to see if any one dared to touch 
the shields* 

^< He fitted out another schooner, and cruized in 
her himself. But fate was too heavy for him, though 
he struggled against it like a man. On the second 
day a large vessel was seen to leeward ; he ascer- 
tained her to be a Spanish trader, and, supposing 

VOL. I. L 
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her to be wholly unarmed, bore down on her as 
upon a certain prey. When he came within pistol 
shot, fourteen masked ports were opened, and as 
many guns pointed at him through them. Audain 
was obliged to strike in an instant, and with his ' 
carpenter, succeeded in secreting himself under 
some water-casks in the hold of his schooner. The 
Spaniards came on board, and cut every man in 
pieces, except Audain and the carpenter. These 
two lay all night under the casks, but in the morn- 
ing, upon further search, their asylum was dis- 
covered. They were brought upon deck, and the 
Spaniards were upon the point of hewing them by 
inches, when their Captain exclaimed with rapidity, 
^ Hold all ! this man's life is sacred, and the other's 
too for his sake.' — Audain had formerly done the 
Spaniard great service at Saint Thomas's, and it 
now saved his own and his carpenter's life." 

At a subsequent period we find him living at 
St. Domingo, as a trader. He here managed to 
quarrel with two black general officers, whom he 
challenged, and shot them both severely. Christophe 
sent for him, and told him that if either of them 
died, he would hang him on the tamarind tree 
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before Lis own door. So Audain, who had little 
hopes of their recovery, thought it advisable to 
attempt to secure his life by escape, which he 
effected by night in an open boat. 

He had fought thirteen duels, and was a good 
boxer. — " Once upon a time," says Mr. Coleridge, 
"he fired twice without hitting; upon which he 
threw the pistol on the ground, and said sternly 
to his second, ^Take care that does not happen 
again !' supposing his pistol had not been charged 
with ball. A delay occurred in re-loading for a 
third time, upon which Audain went up to his 
antagonist, squared his body, and saying, ^ some- 
thing between, something between, good Sir !' — 
knocked him down with a flush hit on the nose." 

At an auction we witnessed in the Road Town 
the number of negroes perhaps exceeded that of 
the white and coloured portion of the assemblage, 
and we were naturally led to inquire into that 
apparent independence in the use of their time, 
which their attendance seemed to bespeak — some 
of them were freemen, who obtained a livelihood by 
fishing, or by different habits of handicraft ; others 
were slaves who were let out on hire as domestics, 

l2 
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or retained in the service of those to whom they 
belonged ; and several were persons who had been 
forfeited to the crown, and had become prot^g^s of 
government, under the denomination of ^^ African 
apprentices :" — but none of the obligations, which 
their several situations had imposed upon them, 
could restrain their curiosity to be present at a 
" sensation." Most of the latter certainly bore the 
stamp of extreme indigence and depravity, sufficient 
to confirm the reputed viciousness of their charac- 
ter. They were under the immediate guardianship 
of the collector of the customs, who was empowered 
to apprentice them as artificers or servants to such 
of the inhabitants as might wish for their services ; 
but an inherent disposition to indulge in idleness, 
favoured by the facility of gaining a subsistence by 
fishing and petty theft, rendered most of them in- 
corrigible. Their African features were strongly 
contrasted with those of the Creole negroes. — 
Apropos, of that word creole: — It has been too 
commonly understood to signify a native of mixed 
blood or coloured complexion, and several diction- 
aries have supported this erroneous acceptation. 
The word is of Spanish origin, signifying any 
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person, whether white, yellow, or black, born in a 
colony : whence the term a Creole negro, in con- 
tradistinction to one of African origin, or a Creole 
horse, or other animal, bred on a plantation, and 
not imported — in short, it bears a synonymous 
signification with the word ^^ native," and standing 
by itself, expressly implies a white person of Euro- 
pean and unmixed origin, and born in a colony — 
the conjunction of the word mulatto alone giving 
it the definition it has usually borne. 

Pelicans are fond of fish, and they naturally 
resort to the best market. We have already noticed 
that the neighbouring seas afford an abundant sup- 
ply of the finny tribe, and the pelicans are propor- 
tionately numerous on the coasts. A few gawlings, 
sparrowhawks, and wild pigeons,- were the only 
birds that particularly claimed our attention. Flora 
had departed the island, and the humming-birds 
had followed in her train. 



l3 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



BIRTH-DAT SALUTATIONS — RATIONS — CHARACTER OF THE NE< 
GROES — THEIR CONDITION — HISTORICAL SKETCH. 



** But to subdue th' unconquerable mind, 
To make one reason have tbe same e^ct 
Upon all comprehensions ; to force this 
Or this man first to think as thou and I do, 
Impossible ! unless souls were alike 
In all, which differ now like human faces." 

Tamerlane, 

" Massa, me wish you joy — ^hope you lib long — 
God bless you, massa !" — " Thank you, thank 
you," said our host, in reply to the same or similar 
benedictions from the mouths of several negroes, as 
they passed the door of the dwelling at Mount 
Healthy, where we were standing. It was his 
birth-day, and he could only account for their gain- 
ing a knowledge of it, from having incidentally 
mentioned it in the presence of the house servants* 
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It was about noon, and the negroes were assembling 
in the vicinity of the Old Mill to receive their 
allowance of provisions, which was served to them 
twice in the week. We repaired thither to witness 
the proceeding, and to take a more minute inspec- 
tion of their persons than we had yet had an oppor- 
tunity of doing, in any other situation than at their 
labour in the field. Most of the women were 
seated in different detached positions, some at a 
greater distance from the serving-place, where, 
perhaps, a plot of grass or the shadows of the adja- 
cent buildings afforded a more comfortable seat, 
and firom a consciousness that some time would 
elapse before their turn would arrive, and they 
kept up a con&bulatory hubbub, to the infinite 
amusement of some, and the pique of those who 
happened to be the laughing-stock. 

Their names were called in turn from the roll 
list, but instead of retiring to their homes as soon 
as their allowance had been served, most of them 
resumed their seats, and continued their fun with 
such volubility and clamour, as to require frequent 
admonition from the overseer, in order that the 
succeeding names might be heard. The provisions 

l4 
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consisted of flour or meal made from the Indian 
corn, imported from America, and pickled herrings, 
which are usually shipped from England : and we 
observed that some of the negroes receiyed a much 
greater proportion than others, which in some in- 
stances was the allowance of several individuals 
composing one family, or of those who were unable 
to attend froip sickness or superannuation : and in 
others, it was the additional proportion to <' head 
people," or those holding some responsible office, 
such as the carpenter, the cooper, the blacksmith, 
&c. Generally speaking, they were fine looking 
people, well formed, particularly the women, and 
only few of them bore in their features the peculiar 
characteristics of Africans, most of them having 
been bom in the island, and many being of the 
second or third remove. We noticed a few cases 
oi hernia, — the rose, and elephantiasis \ and one or 
two cases of leprosy, but collectively they were a 
healthy people. 

A medical practitioner in the Road Town, visited 
the estate twice in every week to attend such of 

^ An account of this singular disease may be found in Cullen's 
Nosology, p. 87. 
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them as might be sick, and a hospital to receiye 
them stood in the vicinity of the works. 

It was quite impossible that any person arriving 
from England for the first time, whose mind had 
been forcibly impressed with a sense of the manifold 
abuses and wanton cruelties proverbially incidental 
to a state of slavery, could form any correct con- 
clusions from the very cursory view we had as yet 
taken of things, and notwithstanding we were in- 
vested with full power over the estates of our host, 
which gave us the privilege of investigating all the 
minutise of management, the fluctuating state of our 
mind, occasioned by feelings of delicacy towards 
him, and the conflicting evidence we had encoun- 
tered, might have caused a false medium of obser- 
vation, and left us, upon that conviction, under 
considerable embarrassment in effecting determi- 
nate conclusions. 

We had now been several weeks in the island, 
and we had witnessed no act that could be said to 
emanate from the exercise of arbitrary power, or 
that could bear the semblance of cruelty. Were 
we then under a delusion ? — were we the puppet of 

l5 
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intrigue and £eilse appearances, concerted for the 
purpose of blinding our judgment, and obstructing 
us in any measures we might deem necessary to 
propose or to adopt, or were the particular estates in 
question differently conducted to those belonging 
to other proprietors in the island ? — We had not a^ 
yet detected, in the appearance of other bodies of 
negroes, which we had passed in our journeys, any 
striking difference in their attire and general de- 
portment, and no lack of similar demonstrations of 
cheerful respect when we passed close enough to 
receive their salutations. The conviction, however, 
that they were governed by the iron hand of slavery 
— that hydra-headed monster, which had been 
represented to us as tramping under foot all the 
sacred obligations of religion and morality, and 
pursuing the slave below the level of human beings 
— continued to sit as an incubus upon our reason- 
ing, and to overbalance every ephemeral circum- 
stance which might seem to render such a state 
tolerable. But it was not the kgal condition of the 
slave that demanded our consideration so much as 
the abuses which were alleged to spring out of it, 
and we must confess that a powerful reaction had 
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taken place in our mind to controvert many of the 
statements which had been promulgated on the 
subject Their legal condition was too clearly 
comprehended to require elucidation, or to present 
any featm'e that could captivate the affections, or 
plead for its perpetuation ; but the fact could not 
have escaped the most careless observer of passing 
events, that the multifarious abuses with which the 
colonists had been charged, independently of those 
which might be supposed inherently consequent 
upon a system of slavery, had too frequently ema- 
nated from party-spirit or political intrigue in 
England, to warrant unqualified belief, from what 
we had as yet seen, that much base coin had not 
been confounded with intrinsic truth. 

The properties of our host were deeply involved, 
and the creditors, clamorous for redress, had re- 
sorted to the dangerous expedient of placing them 
in Chancery, to prevent preferential satisfaction; 
thereby, as in most cases, protracting a settlement 
of their claims, and adding materially to the estate's 
incumbrances. 

Brought up, from an early period, in the school 
of military life, and left too young to the dictates 

l6 
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of his own will, the proprietor did not possess a 
very capacious or well-regulated mind, and in most 
of his actions he was rather governed by impulse 
than by discretion. He came into possession of his 
estates at the time when West Indian property had 
passed the zenith of ite prosperity, when most per- 
sons interested in it, imagined that like the sun, it 
had declined only to rise again with renewed splen- 
dour; and under this conviction he too readily 
yielded to the allurements of a gay life, and conse- 
quent extravagance, and by degrees relinquished 
the more circumscribed habits, and the professional 
notions of the soldier, for those of the <^ man of the 
town." Notwithstanding, however, he had shared 
in the general disappointment, and had since read 
deep lessons in the school of experience ; he had not 
yet arrived at that era of his existence when, as the 
poet tells us, ^< Man knows himself a fool," but he 
had some time passed the period when he begins to 
suspect it. This was twelve years ago, and we 
much doubt if he have reformed his plan, with a 
wife and twelve children to assist him in his studies. 
At the time we speak of, he was a Benedick upon 
furlough^ stiU persisting that the golden age of 

12 
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the West Indians liad not yet arrived, and with 
this idea he proposed to adopt a sugar hogshead 
for his coat of arms with ^^ Muscovado ResurgaTrC* 
for a motto. 

With a mind thus constituted we mig^ht witli 
Teason suppose that he was not very competent 
to control an extensive West Indian property, 
and having, for the reasons we have assigned, 
neglected to introduce into his management those 
rigid principles of discipline which might have 
been expected to proceed from a person who had, 
early in life, been imbued with high notions of 
military subordination, he rather fell into the 
opposite extreme of indifference to those obliga** 
tions which were required of him, as the person 
in whom centred the welfare and comfort of the 
people a state of slavery had made dependent 
upon him, and whose moral and intellectual 
stature placed them in the situation of children 
that required a preceptor. Still a prodigal, the 
negroes might perhaps be better fed and clothed 
than was customary on other estates, and possessing 
a cheerful and careless disposition himself, a cor- 
responding feeling was probably diffused among 
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them; it was evident, however, that the operations 
of his mind were too circumscribed and changeable 
to comprehend and regulate details essential to 
such an undertaking, and under this persuasion 
we freely admitted that we also had yet much to 
learn. 

HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

Tortola is the principal British possession 
among the Virgin Islands. It is situated nearly 
in the centre of the group which amounts to 
between forty and fifty, including many small 
islets and keys: of this number Anegada, and 
Virgin Gordo, are next in importance among those 
belonging to the English, the former of which 
is of much greater extent than Tortola, but cul- 
tivable only to a trifling extent, and very dangerous 
to approach, being surrounded by reefs and sunken 
rocks, and at high tides its coasts are inundated. 
The adjacent islands of Saint Thomas and Saint 
John, possessed by the Danes, are also of the 
group. 

Sir Francis Drake sailed through them as early 
as 1580, and he^is supposed by some writers to 
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have named them the Virgin Islands in honor of 
Queen Elizabeth, but it is quite clear that they 
were so called by Columbus in compliment to 
the eleven thousand Virgins in the Romish Ritual, 
and we have too much respect for the memory of 
those £iir votaries of celibacy to allow them to be 
deprived of the honour intended them. Columbus 
named the largest of them, probably Tortola^ or 
Virgin Garda, Saint Urstda, after the patroness 
of the sisterhood, whence the name of the " Ur- 
sulines" has been also assigned to the whole group ^ 
They were found uninhabited when the Earl of 
Cumberland visited them in 1596, in his way to 
attack Porto Rico, on which occasion, upon being 
urged to pass through the channel taken by Sir 
Francis Drake, he expressed his desire rather " to 
be the first that took Porto Rico, than the second 
that passed through the Virgines.'* 

A party of Dutch buccaneers established them- 
selves at Tortola in 1648, and built a fort for 

^ At Venice the disciples of Saint Ursula pretend that they have 
her head, and the heads of several of her companions ; and at 
Cologne the order maintain that they have the body of tlieir 
patroness entire. The pope ought to have set this matter right 
long ago. 
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their protection, but they were expelled by the 
£nglish in 1666, and the island with its dependen- 
cies were soon afterwards annexed to the Leeward 
Island government by Charles II. in a commission 
to Sir William Stapleton. A grant of land in 
Tortola, from the baronet to one Thomas Bisse, 
bearing date the thirty- fourth year of that monarch's 
reign, is the earliest record in the Register's office 
of that island. 

Notwithstanding the unpromising appearance of 
the country for cultivation, without one river and 
few springs of good water, the colonists persevered 
in their labours, until the loi^s of their cattle, which 
they had brought with them from AnguiUay would 
have obliged many to abandon the undertaking, 
but for the timely assistance of some merchants of 
Liverpool, by whom they were supplied with 
necessaries. 

The mother country soon partook of the benefits 
arising from the persevering industry of the settlers. 
In a few years sugar canes were seen flourishing 
on the sides of the mountains, and indigo and 
ginger and cotton contributed also to increase 
the revenue of the crown. A provincial court had 
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been established, but by the management of some 
few self-interested individuals, it became an engine 
of injustice and oppression to the people. Nothing 
appeared to be of sufficient importance to revive the 
sinking credit of the inhabitants, but the establish- 
ment of some permanent laws, which should give at 
once security to property, and enable the creditor 
to recover his just demand, where honour and 
virtue had not a sufficient efficacy to discharge the 
obligation. On these considerations, the colonists 
began to entertain serious hopes that the British 
Government would place them on an equal footing 
with the neighbouring islands, by establishing 
among them a civil government, which would 
rescue them from their dependent state; and a 
formal request was made accordingly. 

In 1773, the inhabitants presented a petition to 
his Majesty, through the Captain-general of the 
Leeward Islands, forpermission to electan Assembly 
of Representation, in order that they might frame 
proper laws for the public peace, welfare, and good 
government of the community, pledging themselves 
to grant to his Majesty, his heirs, and successors, 
an import of four and a half per cent, in specie upon 
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all goods and commodities, the growth and export 
. of these islands, and a grant of 400/. currency per 
annum was passed at their first meeting, towards the 
salary of the Governor-general. 

Until this period the judicial and legislative au- 
thority was exercised by the deputy governor, with 
a council nominated among themselves, and volun- 
tary contributions were made, when absolutely ne- 
cessary, to meet the public exigencies, as it appears, 
no taxes were imposed upon them. It may be pre- 
sumed, that this form of government was not calcu- 
lated to last long, and that a degree of disaffection 
would show itself with increase of prosperity; and 
although the physical importance of Tortola and 
its dependencies might have been considered com- 
paratively insignificant with any other island in the 
government, it did not prevent the inhabitants from 
evincing a disposition to be placed upon the same 
footing, by the establishment of a civil government 
and constitutional courts of justice among them, at 
the expense of more than a proportional sacrifice 
to effect it. 

Tortola has been declining for many years, in no 
inconsiderable degree from the natural poverty of 
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the soil, which might have classed it among the 
most unimportant of the British possessions in these 
seas, had not the eligibility of its situation, and 
the capaciousness of the anchorage, pointed it out 
as a isiuitable rendezvous for the homeward-bound 
shipping from the neighbouring settlements during 
the war, whence it became a place of considerable 
traffic, and for some time enjoyed peculiar privileges 
as a free port. As many as three and four hun- 
dred sail of vessels have occasionally assembled for 
convoy, within the magnificent basin in front of the 
town, sheltered by a chain of small islands to the 
southward, whose extended range forms, with the 
opposite shores of Tortola, the passage called ^' Sir 
Francis Drake's Channel." 

The several bays and, creeks with which the 
island and the adjacent keys abound, also afforded 
shelter to numerous privateers and small craft, and 
the frequent captures which were brought into 

■ 

Tortola by our cruizers for trial and condemnation, 
contributed in no inconsiderable degree to its re- 
sojcirces and prosperity ; but the termination of the 
war proved a sudden and serious check to them, and, 
in 1819, the hurricane of which we have spoken, may 
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be said to have given the final blow to its political 
importance. Commerce no longer appears to exist, 
save only by the two or three ships which visit the har- 
bour annually to carry away the scanty produce of 
the island's impoverished soil, and the four and a half 
per cent, duty, an impost, which appears to have 
been very un&irly saddled on several of the West 
India colonies, together with the variable and fluc- 
tuating returns from this description of property, 
have necessarily led to the abandonment of many 
estates. 

The colony had also shared in that formidable 
evil, the consequences of which have been seriously 
felt throughout the West Indies, namely, the ab- 
sence of proprietors, which has led, in numerous 
instances, to mismanagement and abuse of power 
on the part of those appointed to act in their 
behalf, and consequently to their own embarrass- 
ment and ruin. Of about thirty estates in sugar 
cultivation, about half of that number were under 
the control of one individual, either as receiver in 
chancery, or attorney, and at the same time carry- 
ing on the business of a merchant 

The island contains about 13,300 acres, in an 
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area of about twelve miles in length, and three and 
a half at the broadest part, of which not one-fifth 
was in cultivation in 1815, in sugar, and cotton, 
and provisions '• 

1 For statistical estimates, see Appendix D. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



DEPARTURE FROM TORTOLA — A SMOKING COMPANION — NEGRO'S 
BOAT-SONG TWILIGHT — ARRIVAL AT SAINT THOMAS'S— TRO- 
PICAL COMFORTS—- CAVICHED FISH — MOSQUITO, THE BENEVO- 
LENT JEW — CHARLOTTE AMALIA — BUCCANEER'S TOWER-^ 
MULATTO GIRLS — MAN O' WAR BUCKRA — HISTORICAL SKETCH. 



" This fellow's wise enough ^o play the fool ; 
And to do that well, craves a kind of wit : 
He must observe their mood on whom he jests. 
The quality of person and the time." 

Twelfth Night. 

" Boat a-hoy !" exclaimed a voice as we were 
about quitting the beach of Brewer^s Bat/, at the 
foot of Mount Healthy. Several persons were seen 
winding down a path on a hill-side, and while we 
rested on the oars of the boat in which we had em- 
barked, a gentleman, attended by two negroes, 
approached to the water's edge. " Monsieur, je vans 
prie de rrl excuser^^ said he, " mais je crois que 
vous allez d Saint Thomas, en ce cas-ld, voulez-vous 
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me dormer une place dans voire bateau f* Having 
been answered in the affirmative, he entered the boat 
with the haste which indicated, either fear of losing 
the opportunity afforded him, or of losing himself 
in making the attempt to secure it His left hand 
was full of cigars — a lighted one was in his mouth, 
and his right hand was free for the guidance and 
preservation of his body, in making his way to a 
seat. The boat was of large dimensions, pulling 
six oars, and furnished with two lugger sails ; she 
had been constructed principally for the purpose of 
communicating with Saint Thomas, and of bringing 
occasional supplies from thence for the use of the 
estates belonging to our host. 

The weather was beautifully serene and the sea 
calm, and as we pulled along shore, our attention 
was engaged, and our admiration excited, by the 
beauty and variety of detached scenes which opened 
upon us one after another, between the bluff points 
or headlands which project into the sea, forming 
little bays or deep coves, the termination of pre- 
cipitous water-courses or ravines, or of less secluded 
and gently undulating valleys. A light breeze 
now and then came down from the mountains 
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loaded with odours emitted from the aromatic plants 
and shrubs in the woodlands^ and at times, with 
sufficient strength to swell the bosom of the sails 
which were hoisted to afford the boatmen a short 
cessation from the labour of rowing : calms again 
and again intervened, the sails were again lowered, 
the boatmen resumed their labour, and 

" Their voices kept tune and their oars kept time." 

For some distance they had pulled at an easy rate 
and in silence, as if made unconscious of the work 
they were engaged in, by the absorbing interest of 
the passing scenes, but at length they were roused 
to activity by the word of preparation for a song 
having been passed among them, and the negro 
pulling the oar nearest to us, began a singular pre- 
lude which sounded between a grunt and a groan, 
like a paviour's accompaniment to his labour, or 
the exordium of a quaker, when " the spirit** be- 
gins to move. He became more energetic with 
each succeeding stroke of the oar, which produced 
a corresponding ardour, and greater precision in 
pulling among the other rowers, and when this was 
effected, another negro, whose countenance bore 
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the stamp of much covert humour and sagacity, 
and who appeared to be a sort of improvisatore 
among them, commenced a lively strain which 
accorded exactly in time with the motion of pull- 
ing, eadi line of the song accompanying the im- 
petus given to the boat, and the whole crew joining 
in chorus in the intervals between every stroke of 
the oars. The subject matter of the song was as 
discursive and lengthy as Chevy Chase; and it 
showed an aptitude at invention on the part of the 
leader, as well as a tolerable acquaintance with the 
weak side of human nature, on the score of flattery : 
a small portion of it will suffice. The words io italics 
form the chorus. 



jr^^^^U^ 




Hur - ra, my jol - ly boys, Fine time a* day. 



lu l; [LjiLir r 




We pull for San Tha-mas boys, Fine time o* day. 

San Thamas hab de fine girl, 

Fine time o* day, 

Nancy Gibbs and Betsy Braid, 

Fine time o* day, 

VOL. I. M 
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Mana cum fica London town* 

Fine time o* day, 
Massa is a bansome man, 

Fki§ tine o* dajf. 
Massa is a dandy-man^ 

Fine time o' day. 
Him bab de doBar, plenty too. 

Fine time o* day. 

m 

Massa lub a pretty girl, 

Fine time d day. 
Him lub 'em mucb, him lub 'em true, 

Fine time o' day. 
Him hunt 'em round de guaba busb^ 

Fine time o' day. 
Him catch 'em in de cane piece, 

Fine time o* day, &c. 

A long Streak of rippliBg water at length ap- 
proached US from the fl^re, as if agitated by some 
monster of the deep floating on th^ snrfiiu;^. The 
sdb were again hoisted to receive the current of 
wind which occa»oned it, and in something less 
than « no lime at all,*' a few heary gusts followed, 
which caused us to look to the sheets and down 
widi the helm. << Santa MariOf Mire de Dieu ! 
priez pour nous pauvres pedieurs /** muttered our 
Gallic companion, who had hitherto diown no 
symptoms of loquacity, and in evident alarm diat 
betokened a sceptical feeling on the score of his 
safety, he attempted to lay hold of the sheet which 
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liad been purposely loosened to save us from an 
upset He had smoked most immoderately from 
the time he entered the boat; and his consumption 
of tobacco was now increased in proportion to his 
estimate of danger every time die boat heeled to 
the wind, until at length he unconsciously dispensed 
with a light at one end of his cigar, sirhilst with the 
other, he 

Suck'd and ptiflTdi and suck'd and puff 'd in vain. 
Bit off the end) and bit-^and suck'd again. 

In this way he consumed cigar after cigar; and, 
by the time the supply was exhausted, fear and 
seaH»idines8 had buried his senses withift himself. 
We had now gained th^ ex^eme end of the island, 
and entered upon the <^en sea to windwia^ <^ us, 
with the wind blowii^ fresh through the channel 
between Tortola and Saint Thomas. Monsieur had 
ixmttered bis Pater Noster, and^ without absolution, 
he resigned himself to the bottom of the boat 

The ipterval (^ twilight in the tropics is beau^ 
tiful; but like most beautiful things, transitory and 
evanescent; the sun yielding her dominion to the 
influence of night without an interregnum. We 
watched his departure beneath the western horizon 

m2 
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— ^the moon was already in the heavens, and a 
splendid retinue of stars attended her in her orbiti 
dancing their silvery beams on the rippling waters. 

The air became as chilly as it had been oppres-* 
sive from the heat only a few hours before, and' 
by the time we had advanced into mid-channel, 
the circulation of the blood at the extremities be- 
came marvellously relaxed. 

The broad forms of the island we had left became 
more and more faint, and the one to which we were 
proceeding more dense and defined, as we gradually 
receded from the one and approached the olter. 
At length, a light appeared for a moment a-head 
of us, and was then lost so quickly as to leave a 
doubt on the mind if we had really seen it — ^it 
appeared again and again — now another, and ano- 
ther, and with greater brightness. The shadows 
and character of hills began to break the dense 
massy form of the whole outline, changing their 
features as we changed their bearings in our pro- 
gress through the water ; the sound ot the break- 
ing and recoiling surf, of the distant watch-dog, 
and the human voice, broke at intervals and in 
yaried cadences on our ears, and as we bore away 
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into the harbour of Saint Thomas, a sonorous and 
imperative voice through a speaking-trumpet, de^ 
manding whence we came, and the purpose of our 
presence, reached us from the fort which commands 
the entrance. 

It was near midnight — the lights in the town 
were not numerous, and the broad shadows of the 
adjacent hills, and the masts and rigging of nume* 
jous vessels which lined the beach, threw obscurity 
over the houses^ We glided gradually past a great 
nimiber of shipping to the landing-place, with all 
those sensations within us, which seldom fail to 
afTect a person upon visiting a place for the first 
time^ and they were sensibly heightened by the 
restraint which night imposed upon our curiosity, 
and the silence and stillness of so many animate 
objects around us. 
• We were conducted to a tavern kept by Betsy 
Cuyler^ we beg her pardon. Miss Betsy Cuyler, 
whither also our Gallic passenger was conveyed in a 
state of irreversible obmutescence ; and, after divers 
knocks and exhortations to gain admittance, a sable 
sonmambulist, for he was yet at least half asleep, 
and that wa9 the upper hal^ ushered us into a room, 

m3 
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whose dimensions were scarce to be discerned through 
the darkness made visible, by a dim matton*candle 
which he held in his hand^ and we were obliged to 
wait patiently in utter darkness, until he could tenant 
it in a candlestick pro tern, whilst others could be 
provided. Supper Mras indispensable* Miss Betsy 
made her appearance to contribute to our wants, 
and with a << dispatch cock," a misnomer in this 
instance, for an hour elapsed before it appeared — 
with some grilled ham and bottled porter, we did 
the agreeable to ourselves widi tolerable edat ; 
and we were soon afterwards netted from the mos-* 
quitos. 

The heat of a tropical climiate soon reconciles 
one to a hard mattress, in preference to a soft 
feather bed ; and the sanguinary disposition of the 
mosquitos, equally disposes to submission in being 
barricadoed widb a netting around the bedstead, 
although the sensation is at first unpleasant It 
requires a tolerable share of practised dexterity to 
prevent the intrusion of one en* more of those little 
blood-suckers within the curtains, foi^ th^y have 
sufficient sagacity sometimes to eonceil themselves 
in the inner folds of the drapery, so as to escape 
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the attention of your fenune de chambre ; and in 
retiring to rest, it behoves thee to lift the netting 
with caution, and to insinuate thyself within its folds, 
in such a manner as to prevent their entrance at 
the same time. The comforts and coziness of a well- 
furnished, carpeted room, appear to a new comer, 
no trifling desideratum among tropical comforts, 
but they are' rendered superfluous by the climate, 
and inadmissible from the multitudes of insects and 
vermin which infest the dwellings; whence every 
indispensable article of furniture is so constructed 
as to afford them as little shelter as possible. 

Miss Betsy was more liberal in providing the ^^ re" 
past of ease^^ in the morning, and << cavishetT^ fish, 
which the West Indians manage with exquisite 
regard to the palate, was one of the several dishes 
which graced her break&st-table. We marvel much 
that this excellent plan of serving up fish cold^ has 
not been introduced commonly in England. The 
process of firying it, and afterwards steeping it in 
vinegar, with some green capsicums and spices, and 
a flavour of garlic, is simple ; and the compound 
may be preserved in jars for a g^eat length of time. 
We confess a fftisto for the thing. 

m4 
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The remains of Monsieur, whose mind had been 
wrecked in the g^lf of dim oblivion, had been 
decently interred under our own inspection and 
guidance, the night before ; or, in the words of a 
parody parodied : — 

We placed him in bed — and he never spoke. 
Not e'en to the landlady's daughter ;— 

But soundly he slept, and when he awoke, 
He caird for some soda-water ! 

He now entered the room as brisk as the efferves- 
ing draught he had swallowed, uttered a score of 
thanks for his passage and safe deUverance, unagined 
that he had had a miraculous escape from drowning, 
and concluded by observing, with an eloquent shrug 
of the shoulders, " la vie rCest qu^vne ha>gaieUe^ mais 
eependant on riaime pas a la quitter,^ 

We had scarce reached the landing-place in oar 
purpose of inspecting the town, when we were ac- 
costed by a very singular looking character in the 
person of " Mosquito^ the Benevolent Jew^'* a man 
possessing a mind which either naturally, or by the 
test of experience, appeared at perfect ease with 
itself and with all mankind, and as little averse as 
can well be imagined, to all those varied and uncer- 
tain occurrences of life peculiar to a state of de- 
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pendence. His familiarity was at first offensive, 
until we wer^ told to regard him as <* a eharacten^* 
worthy of being humoured, and certainly his figure, 
dress, and address, were sufficiently characteristic 
of singularity to entitle him to attention. He 
might have been taken for a being of another cen- 
tury, who had walked out of the catacombs ; his re- 
puted age, indeed, considerably above a hundred 
years, together with the antiquated details of his 
person and attire, were rather calculated to establish 
such a conclusion, and to remind one of the man 
mentioned by Roger Bacon, who by help of a cer- 
tain medicine had attained the age of 900, or of 
John Buttadaens, the Wandering Jew, who is said to 
hate been present at the crucifixion, and was alive 
in the fifteenth century. 

The countenance of ^Mosquito beamed with in- 
telligence, and if it were not of a sterling character, 
it gave the stamp of beneficence to features de- 
signed by nature to claim respect. He wore a 
light blue coat of a thin stuff, similar to that worn 
by butchers in England, the seams of which, by 
wear and exposure to the sun, had become nearly 
white, and the general texture might be denomi- 
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nftted tkreadbare; a bhok silk handkercluef waa 
tied rbuiid his aeek, more for Ae purpose of keep* 
ing the cdlar of his shirt close, than that of oo>reriiig 
a long sinewy neck ; his waistcoat of white calico 
hung loose round > his body with a few artides in 
the pockets as specimens of his simple tradings and 
tight nankeen smalln^lothes, and coarse cotton stock-* 
ings, clothed a pair of thin^meagre limbs ;-**nQder 
his hat he wore a skull-cap of white calico, which 
partly covered his ears. He accosted us thus : — 
" Well, youngster, how are you off for soap ? this is 
the place for vegetating and running to seed; eh ! ecce 
siffnumf^* looking at Ae elbows of his coat, " you're 
on your travels, I suppose^ without a Young Man's 
Best Companion in your pocket ?'' ^^ And pray 
what is that?" we demanded. "Why you're ^cen;—- 
look y' here, (taking a cork-screw from his pocket,) 
—there's a genuine Brummegam to draw the long 
corks of your Burgundy—* never travel without a 
cork-screw ; — come, you shall have it cheap ! — Do you 
want any lavender-water ? — there's a sample of the 
real ^Smyth and NephetDj^-^tovLch your cambric with 
it, and you'll catch skylarks in petticoats — any brown 
Windsor to keep your hands white ?— *rings for your 
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keya, goose-quUl tootb-picks, coortrplaietcr, a pair 
of gkaite, stsei £sIi-1uk^ — I know you love fish," — 
and m on. Ate et nbi^. He afterwards called on 
us at tlLe taverii, at a moment wbm we were en- 
gaged playing a qwck tone on tke flute. He 
entered without oer^nony, and throwing hb hat 
from him, commenced dancing mni sn^>ping his 
fingere with vi<dent geaticalations. 



Wft continued playing, increasing the time, and 
be increased the activity of hia modons, bringing 
bis feet to the ground in tolerable accordance. We 
expected that he would be tired first, but we were 
mistaken, and at length we laid down the instru- 
ment to engage him in another cause, — that of 
taking his portrait : he was proud of the proposal, 
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and we were anxious to get a sketch of so cele- 
brated a character, and of a face in particular that 
was worthy of a better artist He seated himself 
in such an attitude as he considered most interest- 
ing and imposing, placing his large hat on his head 
in a ^^ knowing" position, and assuming an air of 
dignified composure. This preliminary was no 
sooner accomplished, than he intimated his inten- 
tion of taking a cigar from a number that lay on 
the table, and suiting the action to the word by 
selecting iwo^ he forced the whole length of them 
up each nostril, without any apparent pain or in- 
convenience, observing as he did it, that he dis- 
pensed with the trouble of puiBng, and saved fire 
on the score of economy. 

This singular character had been long known as 
an itinerant pedlar among the islands, but chiefly 
in the Dutch and Danish colonies, and he was 
admitted as a privileged person, with as little cere- 
mony as he entered, into the houses of the most 
respectable inhabitants. He generally manifested 
great good humour, and, considering his age, a 
remarkable flow of animal spirits and activity. In 
his dealings he was more remarkable for a playful 
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attempt to procure custom, than for a desire to 
impose upon the credulity of his customers, and it 
was §^nerally supposed that ' h« had long since 
placed himself above the reach of want. His do- 
mestic habits were no less singular than those of a 
more public and ordinary character, such as sleep- 
ing on a wet mattrass, and other odd things. 

Poor Mosquito is now dead — but he must lire 
in the memory of many persons who have visited 
the Leeward Islands: — behold him here ! — 



Charlotte Amalia, the town of St. Thomas, is 
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situated on three conical hills of nearly equal eleva^ 
tion and corresponding form, and it is well defended 
by the adjacent heights, on which stand some well 
constructed fortresses, commanding the harbour and 
shipping. On the middle hill is a tower, which is 
said to have been built by a Buccaneer chieftain^ 
perhaps by that renowned or notorious warrior and 
cut-throat Blackbeard* It bears evident marks of 
former strength, and is probably only a small por- 
tion of the original structure. Close to it, at this 
time was the residence of Mr. Gamble, the Ame- 
rican Consul, with whom we sojourned some days 
with infinite satisfaction on the score of good cheer 
and genuine hospitality. The Americans carry on 
considerable trade here, it being a free port, open 
to all nations, and consequently a great entrepdt 
for articles of plantation consumption, such as tim- 
ber, corn, and com meal, the great staples of the 
North American continent. 

A singular fatality has attended the town by 
frequent and devastating fires, and on two or three 
occasions, it has been nearly wholly destroyed by 
that element. The general aspect of the place 
presented a striking superiority over the Road 

12 
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Town at Tortola, and we were disposed to compare 
it to some populous commercial town in the Italian 
states. Many of the houses are built of stone and 
brick^ of several stories in height) with galleries in 
front, and decorated with earring and ornaments. 
They are tiled in the Dutch fashion, some of them 
with chimneys, an unusual feature in the ordinary 
construction of West Indian habitations^ which are 
without fire-^aces, and have their kitchens de-^ 
tached. There was also an air of cleanliness and 
comfort about them from the application of paint. 
Street lamps were also in use, suspended in some 
places by a line from one side to the other, in the 
manner common on the European continent. The 
heat was excessive, owing in greiU; measure to the 
reflection from the stone buildings a|id pavement* 
All the activity and bustle of commerce pervaded 
the streets, and the harbour was crowded with 
shipping, bearing the flags of different nations^ 
Nevertheless, trade was much depressed compared 
to what it had been a few years previous. French 
was principally spoken. 

The number of coloured people was very con- 
siderable, and the ladies of this class in particular 
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appeared to have flocked hither to participate in all 
the immunities of a ^^free port." Many of them 
were natives of Tortola, expatriated probably by 
the prohibitory ordinances of the law-givers of that 
island. The figures of some of them were really 
splendid models of symmetry, and they appeared 
marvellously conceited of themselves. Certest an 
artist might come hither to study the "^ne arti^ 
to advantage. Notwithstanding many of them walk 
well, they have most of them a peculiarity in their 
action which indicates an affectation of ease carried 
into negligence, and which by no means accords 
with ordinary notions of elegance or good taste — 
their arms and fingers are thrown abroad, and they 
carry their legs too wide apart, with a swing of the 
body as they proceed, in a manner which altogether 
warrants us in terming it sprawling into attitude, 
and their acdon when seated is equally indicative 
of lassitude or laziness, and a desire to relieve suda- 
tion at the expense of a scrupulous exactness in 
some of the observances essential to ^< coming out" 
Their teeth are beautifully white and well formed, 
and the gums have a fine healthy red imparted to 
them by the wild cane which they use to clean 
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them. They will sit for an hour or two rubbing 
their teeth with the end of a piece of the cane 
which forms a coarse brush — and humming a tune, 
mostly in a high pitch, stopping only occasionally to 
drawl. out a monosyllable or a lacadaisical sentence. 
Their affectation and conceit among themselves, 
would be quite insufferable, if they were not re- 
ciprocal. An air, well known in the West Indies, 
called " Man o* War Buckra^^ appeared to b^ 
popular among them at this time, probably revived 
in compliment to the crews of two or three Men of 
War that lay in the harbour. It was something in 
this way : — 
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The Governor of the Island, Von SchoUen^ was 
very much respected by the inhabitants, and his 
recip6 for gaining popularity, is worthy adoption by 
all Governors, Lieutenant-Governors, and Com- 
manders-in-Chief of his Britannic Majesty's colo- 
nies. He appeared a great deal in public — conde* 
90€lided to waJk in the streets, to visit the shop^** 
was courteous to all — studied the conveniencies 
and comforts of the residents, even to interdicting 
the keeping of pigeons in the town, because they 
injured the rain water— 'the principal supply of the 
inhabitants — or choked the spouts that conveyed 
it. He gave excellent dinners to the aristoeraey^ 
without seeming to admit a distinction — ^built a 
theatre at his own expense — held canversazionefi 
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twiee a week for *^ mixed company^ — smol^ed a 
profusion of cigars, and made Umself as happy al 
man could well be in endeavouring to spend an 
excellent income* 

His private room, or study, was opposed in all its 
arrangements, or rather derangements, to the order 
and etiquette of Downing-^street. It was the per- 
fection of official disorder* The principal portion 
of his income was derived from the office of way- 
master, or intendant of the customs, which alone 
amounted to upwards of 30^000 dollars a year, from 
an impost hid upon aU vessels entering, and depart- 
ing from the harbour. 

The soil of Saint Thomas is dq>lorably bad, and 
diere are very few estates in sugar cultivation, com- 
pared with its extent, seldom producing more than 
2000 h<^heads annually — but quantities of vege- 
tables and fruit grace an excellent market in the 
town, which is also wdl supplied with meat. 

The island, and the neighbouring island of Saint 
John, are under the jurisdiction of the Governor of 
Santa Cruz, which lies in a soutiberly direction, 
distance about thirty miles, admitting of daily com- 
munication between them, by small sailing passage- 
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boats. Previously to 1672, when it was settled by 
the Danes, this island had been the resort of a few 
English adventurers, who had cleared some portion 
of the ground for cultivation — ^but many years 
elapsed before the colony acquired an independent 
footing. In 1763 the Danish government declared 
it a free port for all American produce, but Euro-? 
pean goods were only to be admitted in Danish 
bottoms. 

It has shared, at different periods, in the cala- 
mitous consequences attendant' upon hurricanes; 
and in that which devastated most of the neighr 
bouring islands in 1772, it sustained damage to the 
amount of 200,000 dollars. 

In 1801 it was taken by the English, but it was 
restored to the Danes in the following year ; and 
in 1807 it again surrendered to the British forces, 
and remained in our possession until 1815, when it 
reverted to the Danish crown. 

And now for Santa Cruz. 



SKETCH BOOK. • 961 



CHAPTER XVI. 



SANTA CEU2— CHEI8TIAN8TADT**-BANANAS AND PLANTAINS-^ 
ROADS — FACE OF THE COUNTRY — LAW AND LAWYERS — POLICY 
OF THE DANISH GOVERNMENT — DROUGHT — PROTECTION OF 
THS NEGROES— ICORAYIANB AND WESLEYAN8 — RATTOOMS-^' 
TROPICAL EVENINGS — MUSIC — HISTORICAL SKETCH. 



** Bat these sweet thoughts do even refresh my labours ; 

Most busy-less, when I do it" 

Tempett, 



We quitted the harbour of Saint Thomas about 
sunset, with a light breeze, and passed the greater 
part of a lovely night on the deck of the Mary 
packet In the morning we found the island of 
Santa Cruz before us, but we had got considerably 
to leeward of our course, and had to beat to wind- 
ward to gain the harbour of ChrisUanstadt, which 
we did not reach till eleven in the forenoon. 

The appearance of the north side of the island 
from the sea is very fertile and pleasing, but it does 



362 TH£ W£8T INDIA 

not present the bold and picturesque outline which 
cbaiactemes more mountainous and woody scenery, 
the hills being of no great elevation. 

Christiansiadtf or Badnj the principal town, lies 
in this direction. It is extremely well bulk, and 
on a larger scale than the town of Saint Thomas. 
The houses are chiefly composed of stone, and 
many of those in the principal streets possess an 
air of elegance and substance which bespeak the 
opulence and respectability of the conunnnity. The 
streets are capacious, and some of them paved, and 
the shops, or stores as they are more commonly 
called, prombe abundance of all the necessaries 
the most fastidious purchaser might require to gra- 
tify Us wants ; but there was infinitely less busde 
and appearance of traffic than we witnessed at 
Saint Thomas, for the obvious reason of the latter 
being a free port Nevertheless, the place bore 
all the outward features of considerable commercial 
importance and great internal resources, although 
the stamp of &llen credit was very apparent* The 
number of inhabitants was estimated at 5000. 

From the anchorage the town has a very impos- 
ing effect, some portion of it rising on the acclivi- 
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ties of bilk in the badt-^proimd^ which are reliered 
by a number of fruit trees growing in the vicinity* 
From the summit of one of these hills, called Lmngn^ 
an extensive view is obtained, embracing the dis- 
tant mountains of Porto JRieoj and several of the 
Virgins. We were no less interested in the view 
from the quay, where a number of negroes had as^ 
sembied to -sell their vegetables and poultry, and 
others were employed loading and unloading the 
vessels in the harbour, or those of smaller dimen- 
sions secured along-«ide the wharfr. One of the 
latter, bearing a Spanish flag, had a cargo of bcaup- 
was and fiankim brought from Porto Rico, which 
indicated a scarcity of that fruit in Santa Cruz, but 
the unusual size of them probably afforded a pre« 
ference that made them profitable to the importer. 
They were esteemed the largest that had ever been 
seen, some of them measuring eighteen inches in 
length K 

^ The h€mana and fkaUain are of quick growth, and in some 
islands constitute a yaluable portion of the negroes' food, partica* 
larly the latter^ which they prefer, usually dressing it unripe as a 
vegetable, or sliced and roasted as a substitute for bread. 

There is no great difference in the appearance of the banana 
and plantain, either in the tree or fruit, the leaves of the former 
are smaller and the stem darker, and the fruit, which grows like a 
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The harbour of Christianstadt is of difficult ac- 
cess, owing to a reef wbich runs nearly across the 
entrance, which is defended by a fort of no great 
strength* 

We were hospitably received by Mr. H , an 

old and highly respected resident proprietor, who 
possessed extensive estates in the country, an ex- 
cellent residence in town, inveterate gout, a progeny 
of bachelor's children, a host of lazy servants, who 
neglected every thing from an aptitude in discover- 
ing each other's duties in preference to their own, 
and loog»tailed horses, that knew no other office 
than conveying their master in his carris^e about 
once a month to his estates, eating plenty of com, 
and wheezing with fat. 



a bundle of sausages* is shorter and thicker than the plantain, 
and stands out from the stem in clusters. It is also sweeter when 
ripe, and has a sharper taste than the plantain ; the flavour of both 
may be compared to that of a -fuH ripe Windsor pear. . 

Strange conceits have been entertained respecting this fruit ; the 
banana, when cut transversely, has been, said to represent in the 
heart of it, the figure of our San^our on the cross, but fancy must 
have great licence to make it out; and the plantain, if Gorogdms 
and others are to be credited, is the apple of Paradise, with the 
leaves of which Adam manifested his tnuisgresslon. It was in- 
troduced into Hispaniola in 1516, by Thomas de fierlanga, a Do- 
minican, who carried it from the Canaries. 
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To such a person an occasional billet under his 
roof must have proved eminently feUcitoas. It 
served to dispel lethargy and blue devils, which 
usually act in the advance, when gout assails the 
region of the stomach, and if an extra botde or 
two caused a few additional twinges at the ex- 
tremities, which were nothing in the scale of en- 
joyment, calomel and jalap were always at hand 
to act as auxiliaries in keeping the assailant in 
check. 

His diildren too had a licence to be more than 
usually noisy, his servants abused each other with 
less restraint, and his horses imi^ned they were 
again young, and undergoing a second initiation 
in the break. 

We fered sumptuously off turtle, and tolerable 
mutton, dnmk Champi^e, old Madeira, Chateau- 
Margdt, and Tinta, saw every body and every 
thing, kept our host from his bed an hour or two 
after mnsetf disturbed him in his * beauty sleep' 
to join us in hot suppers, and in three weeks 
effectually cured his horses of the grease, by 
giving them more exercise and fresh air than they 
had enjoyed for at least as many years. 

VOL. I. N ' 
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Tke excellence of tbe roads, which are all of 
established widtiii fK«24 to 30 feet, and as stra%kt 
as an arrow, with a sur&ce that mig'ht bear com- 
parison with Mao* Adam's idol, the Bristol Trusty 
inspired us with a disposition to emulate Ycnu^ 
Rapid, and to keep moving^. And there was nov^ty 
in the aspect of the country: instead of craggy 
aodivities, and towering pinnacles, rayines^ and 
glens, and deUs, sUgfat undulations only here and 
there circumscribed the landscape; and all the 
roads intersecting eaoh other at light angles, nnght 
be said to give the appearance of a chequer-board 
within the confines of an indented oval. Th»e 
are three principal roads, whkh run from east to 
west equidistant from each other, having in seme 
parts, stone walls on either side, and rows of 
cedars^ and acadasy and caca«, and tMmmesj and 
JEschynameneSy here and there pilanted akemately, 
to afford relief to the eye as well as an agfeeaUe 
shade. The mamme, or mamtn&'Sap^iay is a q>leiidid 
tree, lofly, and shady^ and green, shooting up to a 
pyramidal figure, and producing, onoe a year, a 
large fruit, which hath an exquisite smdl, greatly 
superior to the taste* The French call it faprieot 
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dt Saint Domingue. It oontains one or two large 
8tones> wlttdi are used to giyea ratafia flavonr to 
spirits, and one of the best West Indian eordialst 
eaUed Veau des naiauxy is made from it The fhut 
eaten raw is indigestible, but it makes an exquisite 
conserve. The botanical name is Aehras. 

The island was originally dinded into square 
portions of 150 acres, so that the number of acres 
possessed by any one person is in prq>ortion to 
the number of allotments; and there ace several 
extensive properties so formed* The ^ Great 
Princess" estate of Count Schimmehnann, about 
four miles from Christianstadt, is among the 
number : it has two large windmiUs built idose to 
each other, and buildings of corresponding noper^ 
tanoe, to meet the exigencies of a large <sop» The 
works on the estate of Mr. Maeavoy aie also of 
very superior eonstructicm. 

At this time most of the estates were under 
Government loans, and the proprietors, were fre« 
quently subjected to oppressive proceedings, more 
particularly exercised towards the English, who 
formed a large portion of the ccmununity. They 
were denied the exercise of discreti<m in the ship* 

n2 
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ment of their prodace) and were compelled to send 
it to Denmark, which often circumscribed their 
means by depriving them of a better market* A 
more liberal policy has since been admitted, ^d 
much of the best sugar finds its way to America in 
exchange for supplies* 

Taxesonhorses, carriages and carts, were imposed 
to assist the Government^ and stamps on legal 
instruments, &c. and there was no lack of lawyers 
and litigants, in favour of the circulating piedium, 
at a time when the scarcity of cash wps so gr^at^ that 
we marvelled muc^ at having to pay a premium for 
change. The code of Christian V. of Denmark, 
together with the edicts gx rescripts of tbie King, 
constitute their law* The code itself is simple, 
bu4; ^ superstructure of legal practice is sufik 
oiently eomjdex for tiie most determined litigant, 
who is allowed to enjoy the problematieajl e^** 
perment of an appeal from the highest Court in 
the island to the high court at Copenha^B> wlxose 
deobuon is UnaL 

Those lawyers only who have studied Rt Cppen- 
faagen are admitted to practice in tiie si^rtme 
oourt; but there were several gentlemen of the 
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{)rofession who had not been so initiated, and whos^ 
education was not altogether suitable to dieir pre-^ 
tensions. 

The Government is vested in a Governor-general j 
whose jurisdiction extends to the other Danish 
Islands, and two councillors; there is also th^ 
" Burgher council,'* consisting of seven members, 
all nominated by &e governor, who at this time 
was an Admiral in &e Danish Nary ; averygood 
sort of personage, notwithstanding there was a party 
opposed to his stadylhg natural history, and to 
laA enjoying th^ innocent reereatioti of dissecting 
and ^uffitig. 

-We saw Very few birds in our rides t fte wild 
pigeon, ii small hedge-^sparrow, and the gtoond-t 
dove, and ^ sii^ular looking blackbii^ thai fre- 
quented the roads, siomewhat la^r ^ao the 
English l^ackbird, but with an awkward^ gait^ made 
up aS^ hop, a^run, and a fly, (like Wiiidoni in haste,) 
which gave aii interest to the name of the << blcuok 
witch :** were all that particularly engaged our atten^ 
tidily b^^des a few sparrow-^iawks. 

The heat was ev^ where oppressive, and 
vegetation was languishing under setere drougiit, 

n3 
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but it was plethoric, and pregnant widi liberal 
intent. Rain was needed to assist her in her 
operations, but it came not; and the sun made 
many journeys to the Antipodes, and came beck 
again, before succour was afforded her, — ^like the 
tardigradous impulses of charity^ which too often, 
in effect, prolong rather than mitigate the miseries 
of the necessitous, by yielding relief too late* 

The few springs in the island afford only a 
scanty supply of water for the ordinary puiposes 
of life, and wood is also scarce. 

The planters mourned the. protracted drotigfat, 
as well on account of the ensuing crop> » l}ie 
present one. Subjected to repeated disappoint- 
ments^ they were reasonably sanguine of a good 
season, once in every seven years, and five years 
had elapsed since they had received a liberal re- 
compense for their labours. In 1816, the island 
produced between 44, and 46,000 hogsheads ; this 
year it yielded only 12,000, and their catde 
suffered much £rom want of water, and insuflSciency 
of pasture. There, was also a defalcation in the 
ground provisions, but not to the prejudice of the 
negroes, for in times of scarcity the Government 
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required a weekly return from the manager of 
every estate of the quantity of food distributed to 
them ; and if a slare complained to the governor 
of ' ill-treatment» a police investigation was imme- 
diately instituted. Whether former abuses had led 
to this salutary regulation, or precaution projected 
by foresight, we did not learn; but complaints 
were of seldom occurrence, and it was generally 
understood that the negroes were well treated. 

There was evidentiy a shade of superiority in 
their demeanour and attire, over those we had seen 
in the other islands : the former, if not precisely 
more sedate, was less vagrant and artificial; and 
the latter was more uniform and neat Their 
houses were also better built, principally of stone, 
and regularly laid out ; and some of tiiem had their 
roofs shingled, which bespoke an improved condi- 
tion over those at Tortola. Another important 
fiscal regulation was imposed : that of inculcating 
a proper regiard to religious observances, by allot- 
ing a prescribed time for their attendance at places 
of worship ; and much praise waa bestowed, we 
believe justiy, upon tiie Moravian Missionaries, 
who had been long encouraged in the Danish colo- 

N 4 
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niea, for their pious and unaffected zeal: in thetause 
of Quristiaiiity) and tot inculcating among the 
negroes obedience to their superiors and good*-wiil 
amoi^ themsdves \ The Wesleyan Missionaries^ 
on the other hand, from some singular phjjudice, 
were not permitted to work tiieir mission in th^ 
island, and if any of them landed for timt purpose) 
they were required to depart within twenty4bur 

^ ** After many years of unsuccessful labour/* says Mr. Edwards, 
" experience has taught them that the plain testimony concerning 
the death and passion of Jeaus Chnst, 'die Sen of God, tofether 
with its cause and happy consequences, delivered by a Missionary, 
touched with an experimental sense of it, is the surest way of 
enlightening the benighted minds of tbe.n^jToea, in otder to I99A 
them afterwards, step by step, into all truth. They, therefore, 
never make it a rule to enter into an extensive discussion of the 
doctrines of God's, being an infinite spirit^ of the Holy Trini^»,Sr«^ 
nor to seek to open their understandings in those points, until 
they believe iti JTesus ; and the Word of the Cross has proved itself 
the power of God unto salvation, by the true converavNi of iheix 
hearts. Both in the beginning and progress of instruction, the 
Missionaries endeavour to d^ver themselves as plainly and Intel ^ 
ligibly to the faculty of their hearera as possible. 

" As it is required of all believers that they prove their faith by 
their works, the brethren teach that no habit of sin, in any land or 
place, nor any preva^lbg custom whatever^ can be admitM as a 
plea for a behaviour not conformable to the moral law of God 
given unto all mankind. Upon the ftdfilment of this, the Mission- 
aries insist every where 1 and the pnvate behaviour of the ncgroea 
in their families, in every occurrence of life, must evidence a 
thorough change of heart and principles," 
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liours. Tiads restnoUon, wfaidi at first siglit ajppeare 
arbitrary and in^Utiey was, na dodit» pmgected 
by a laodaUk motive, to prerent jealousy between 
the two sects, or embarrassment in t^ ttinda of 
their untutored disciples, by any difference in 
their doctriaes : superinduced probably on the one 
hand, by evidence of the exemplary conduct of the 
Moravians^ and the suocessfui results of thrir inde« 
fittigable industry and zeal in promoting moral and 
religious principles among the negroes : and on the 
otiber, by a breach on Ae part of the Wesleyans, of 
restrictions less rigid, as set forth in the reply of 
the Danish government to a petition presented by 
tiiem in 1798. <^ As private individuals," says the 
reply, *^ or as ministers <>h a visit to the islands; 
the Methodist Missionaries were at liberty to preach 
occasionally as they had done before, but that no 
grant could be given, through which they might 
establish societies in any of the Danish territories.'' 
The Moravians commenced tiieir mission in these 
islands as early as 1792; and in 1787, the number 
of converted negroes under their care in Santa 
Cru2, Saint Thomas, and Saint John, was about 
10,000. 

K 5 
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At length the blessing of heaven descended upon 
the parched earth, and the planters rejoiced in their 
hearts, but the relief was partial and insufficient to 
satisfy the craving appetite of languishing vege^ 
tation* Within the tropics, man and beast, and 
vegetable, are wonderfully bibaeious, and thirst is 
commonly the most insatiable desire of their con* 
stitutional habits. Except during the ^* rainy 
season,'' when the sky is overcast, and the earth 
becomes saturated with the overwhelming torrents 
which descend sometimes for days together, the 
vivid rays of a vertical sun soon exhale the moisture 
imparted to its bosom by the more placid and tran- 
sitory showers which fall at other times, and they 
are frequently needed to support ^e vivifying 
principle of vegetation* 

The sugar-cane is propagated from the top shoots, 
usually measuring about twelve inches, cut from 
the tops of the old canes, after the leaves or flags 
have been taken off during the period of harvest ; 
they are afterwards removed from the field and 
placed in water for about twenty-four hours to 
assist the budding. If the land be not ready, or 
sufficiently moist to receive the plants, they are tied 
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in small bundles^ placed perpendicularly, covered 
with trash or dried leaves of the cane^ and watered 
two or three times a day to preserve them. During 
a period of drought, the plant cannot be committed 
to the earth with any hope of success, ^but as soon 
as the weather fiivours the process of pknting, the 
bundles are conveyed to the piece of land prepared 
for them, and the young negroes distribute two or 
three plants in each cane-hole, whilst the more ex- 
perienced lodge them about six inches under ground, 
placed horizontally, so that the buds may appear on 
either side. The canes thus propagated are called 
plant'^aTieSf in contradistinction to those which are 
produced by sprouts from the roots of the canes 
that have been left in the ground, which are called 
rattoans, with the distinguishing appellation <£ firsts 
second^ third, and so on, according to the number of 
times they have been produced from the original 
plant In case the young shoots do not appear 
above ground in a few weeks, the deficiences must 
be supplied with new plants. 

The process of preparing the land for planting is 
the most laborious occupation of the negroes. They 
hoe it into squares of about four feett the angles of 

N 6 
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whidi are determined by sticks^ placed bjr the 
young negroes, the parallel lines being first given 
by an ordinary surveying chain, or a string. As 
the banks are being formed in a parallel directton, 
ridges are left in a cross direction, to form the 
square hole, and in this state the piece of land is 
frequently planted with provisions, consisting of 
yams or sweet potatoes, on the banks and eddoes 
in the hollow * When these crops are gathered, 
the piece is again holed in a cross direction (called 
cross^holeinff) the earth being drawn up on the 
ridges, and the hollow square made i^^ain perfect 
for the reception of the cane-plant: the land is 
then manured, and left to imbibe the dews and 
rains preparatory to planting. The height of the 
bank varies according to the nature and dept^of 
the soil, the great object being the retention of 
moisture in the hole, to assist the budding and 
growth of the young plant In hilly situations the 



> The eddoes, of tvHicfa there are three species, is a yety 'Whole- 
some root, not so large as the yam, but by many people preferred 
to it. It is frequently used in soups, and is an important ingre- 
dient in the pottage of the negyoet) who ako eat the young leave* 
and the spiral ^Iks which support the flower, as a sallad. The 
botanical name is ^rum Maximum JEgyptiacum, ~ 
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process of holeing is more laborious^ and the regii* 
larity of the boles is freqaently rendered impraeti^ 
cable by the iaterruption of stones^ which are 
occasiondUy formed into rude walls for the purpoa^ 
of retaining the earth on the acclivities^ as we have 
noticed in the island of Tortohu 

At the western extreme of the island, which by 
the way, is about twenty miles in ]ength> there in 
another town called ^^ Frederich$tadf* or ^^ West 
Endy^ of infinitely less extent and importance than 
Christianstadt* It has a good roadstead for shipt 
ping within a circular bay^ prettily planted with 
trees, and its appeanuaee, especially from the sea, 
is very insinuative. Hit^r Jonadian resorts with 
his ^' brandy-wine, corn-meals" and lumber, in 
preference to Basm, where the anchorage is les« 
secure, with an ugly entrance. 

There was no resisting the benevolent designs 
of the liberal-minded upon our well-being; and 
every day was too short for the purposes of good 
fellowship. We were yesterday rusticating at West 
End, and feasting on dainties at Sprat Hall; to-day 
we reciprocate at EaU-^end with a party of forty at 
Beh — g — ^ns; the like to-morrow at Montpellier, 
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with diat prince of good, fellows^ Ch^— b — t; the 
next day we pionic o£f his rattoans ; perform the 

same ceremony with B t , at Saint John's, on the 

two following; and finith the week with the painful 
conviction on our mind, that there are only twenty- 
four hours in a day, and that we required half a 
dozen stomachs at least, to have enabled us to do 
honour to the rejected invitations. 

It is possible the reader may not know the mean* 
ing of a rattoon dinner. It ocmsistfii of the surplus 
edibles of yesterday's banquet, brought within a 
smaller compass for fewer guests, and divested of 
much of the garniture and superfluities which often 
puzzle the comprehension and impede one's, pto« 
gress at a meaL After cutting the sugar-cane, it 
is again propagated by sprouts from the old stem^ a9 
well as by plants taken from the top part of the cane, 
as already described. The canes produced from the 
former are termed rtUtoansy and they oflten prove 
better, especially in ridi soils, than the plant canes 
which are nurtured with greater care. In like man- 
ner, a rqttoan dinner^^the name must be obvious — 
is frequently made more agreeable by our tropical 
friends, than the more artificial display of the one 
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wbich preceded it ; . especially if a quadrille, sipping 
cold pundi and syllabubs, and inhaling the flowety 
fn«nu>ce of iBaiden's sighs, fom intetvening link$ 
in the chain of enjoyments which connects yesterday 
with to-day, and brings thee again to the banquet 
board of thine host ere you depart his dwelling. 

There is an indescribable s<»nething in the dis- 
position of ereningy which in every -region is calcu- 
lated to cast a melancholy shade Over the human 
mind, unless counteracted by some repelling cause; 
and in the clear and ardent climate of the Tropics 
especifdly, where the shadows of twilight hare scarce 
time to mingle with the rich and varied tints of 
vegetation, before the funereal pall of night closes 
upon its beauties, the soul seems to yield more 
readily to the pervading influence, as if conscious 
bi the analogy it presents between the close of life 
and eternity. The contraction of the alimentary 
canals, immediately preceding the hour of dinner, 
may have something to do with it, and it was no 
indication of an idiosyncratic disposition on our 
part, for we found others, who had been long habi- 
toai^ed to the climate^ governed by the same power. 

The houses in the town were so constructed, a$ 
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to require the ascent of a flight of stairs to gain 
admission to the dining or withdrawing room ; but 
in the dwellings in the oountry, convenience and 
oomfcNrt appeared to have suggested, with very, few 
exceptions, the expediency of having all the rooms 
on the ground*floor ; the hall or first entrance, 
usually the largest iq)artment, serving as the dining- 
room, with a latticed corridor or gallery in front, 
shaded by a vine over-head. In this gallery, the 
weather permitting, the gentlemen usually assemble 
until dinner is announced; and on most occasions, 
we instinctively detected a redprocal taciturnity 
among those who, with ourselves, had congregated 
to do honour to hospitality. Some would sit .with 
their legs in an horizontal position, their feet placed 
on the latticed breast*work, with their bodies poised 
on the declined back of a chair, whilst they watched 
the last beams of the declining sun &ding on the 
face of nature; others would hbld desultory con- 
versation on pkmtership or the ordinary occurrences 
of the community ; but all, more or less — ^man has 
been compared to a machine — seemed to require 
winding-up, not so much for the purpose of keeping 
time, as to afford them a more agreeable method of 
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killing it. In the meanwhile, the saMe domestics 
are busily engaged between flie hall and the kitchen; 
The ladies seldom make their appearance until 
dinner is announced, and the united effect of both 
necessarily cause resuscitation of the drooping spirits 
of man. It is a transfonnation, which may be com-;* 
pared to that of the moth from the chrysalis, so 
lately buried within itself, now gladdened by the 
sdlar beams, and revelling in a new life. He corets 
the soul-inspiring presence of woman, as a meted 
potion of the elixtr-mtcs, to give additional zest to 
<^ the feast of reason and the flow of soul," and his 
fresh fledged imagination flies from one* end to the 
other of the festive board, till it becomes weary of 
experiments and sated by variety. 

A West Indian dinner of tiie first order is cer* 
tainly marvellously diaphoretic, notwithstanding the 
rooms are constructed so as to admit as much cool air 
as may be expedient or safe to encounter ; but the 
unnecessary number of servants, and the steam of the 
viands, with the active respiration of twenty or thirt)r, 
and sometimes as many as forty persons composing 
the party at table, produce an effect upon the animal 
economy, which puts zepliyrs and breezes at de- 
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fiance. Eaeh guest brings a sarvaat with him, and 
although Quacoy and Bodney^ and PritnuSf and the 
whole host of Aem have acquire^ a tolerable notion 
of " high life below stairs/' and consider it a species 
<^ perquisite as much as our English domestics do^ 
yet an irresistible curiosity to see and hear what 
may be going on in the hall, maintains, for a time, 
an as<iendancy over their other desires, until the 
deanmee no longer affords them an excuse for their 
presence. A negro, in shorty ddiiglits in display, 
and bustle, and noise ; and whether it be a tum«out 
of the militia, or a wedding, or a dinner party, or 
a funeral, it matters not, if it carry him from die 
thoughts of his ordinary occupations, and cause 
him excitement for the moment: hence we see 
almost every guest at table with a servant behind 
him, whether required to attend or not ; and the 
mi^or-domo of the establishment finds it difficult to 
repress their officiousness in their attempts to be 
serviceable, or to exclude some of them from the 
room if necessary, which the predominance of a 
sudatory odour in the compound effluvia might 
occasionally render extremely desirable. About a 
dozen black &ces are at the same time looking in 
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at the door or windows ; and if a quadrille brin^ up 
the rear of the evening, the number of viskorB in 
die vidiuty of the dwelling inevitably increases, 
and a novice might conjecture that dancing had 
become epidemic, and that the whole black multi- 
tude on the estate, men, women, and children, had 
been inoculated for it by a tarantula. The sound 
of music seems to affect all ranks, grades, or dis- 
tinctions among them. Nature appears to have 
endowed them from their infiutcy with sing^ar 
acuteness in the perception of sounds, and their 
aptitude in catcking an air, after hearing it once or 
twice, is very remarkable. It is, indeed, a striking 
characteristic even among savages of every region, 
as well as among those who may be advanced some 
grades nearer to civilized life, and it seems to argue 
diat the oigan of sounds becomes repressed as the 
mind expands, to adapt itself to the various occu- 
plitions which a refined state of society imposes 
upon it. It is certain that a love of music is by no 
means so universal in that state, as it is known to 
be among a barbarous people ; and few instances, 
we believe, can be adduced among the most emi- 
nent mtEsical composers, of their possessing any 
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remarkable superiority ' of intellect We are hot, 
however, immiiidful of the debt of gratitade we 
owe them all, for the exquisite pleasure which their 
compositions have afforded us : — 

« For, after all, 'tis but a sensual charm. 

Where much is felt and nothing understood ; 

Music can sorrow soothe and care disarm, 
Tuning the heart into a happier mood. 

Can turn us from the thoughts of present harm, 
Can cheat us with the hope of future good, 

Can raise us to a height almost divine 

By its overpowering mfigic — so can wike ! 

<Uf music be of ^' inteltect, then all 

That hits the soul by medium of the senses- 
Repose, refection, things we sensual call. 
Are iiMsUdctual on the same piretcfice ] 
They all overcome us with a pleasing thrall, 
Bid the soul revel in her own intents, ^ 
But nought ori^ate : to the human mind, . 
Music ne'er gave one thought of any kind." 

But we like the s^isoality of the thing prodi*^ 
guHtoly. 

The society of Santa Cruz comprised mimy re« 
s|>faetable, well eduu^ted. and inteUigenit persoasy 
who wer^ reconciled t^ living on their estotes, in 
preferenee to iaitic%Miliagi their income in Euvope 
upon the cr^it of m^r^ia^g, or possibly wiftk the 
laudable motive of preventing foreclosure by a cir-« 
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cumscribed expenditure. Several. English were of 
the number, who had settled themselves on the 
island during the period it was iinder the dominion 
of the British crown. 



HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

Santa Cruz is said to have been the spot where 
the Insulary Caribs first established themselves, 
and whence the other islands inhabited by that 
race were peopled. It was their western settlement 
when Columbus discovered it in his second voyage, 
and it was here tliat the first conflict took place 
between them and the Spaniards. They had past 
anchor to procure water, and thirty men proceeded 
to the shore, where they found four dogs. ^^ When 
they had tarried there two dayes,'' says Peter 
Martyr, in his epistle to Ascanius Sphorcia, '^ they 
sawe afarre off a canoe^ in the which were eight 
men, and as manie women, having with &em bowes 
and arr<wes. They fiercely assailed our memie 
wttfaxmt all feare, and hurt some of Aem with their 
venemotts arrowes. Amdi^ these there was a eer^* 
taine woman, to whom the other gav^ reverence. 
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and obeyed as though »hee were their queene. Her 
Sonne wayted upon her, beeing a young man, 
strongly made, of tevriUe and frowning counte- 
nance, and a lion's face. Our menne, least they 
should take the more hurt by being wounded a&rre 
oflF, thought it best to joyne with them. Therefore 
with all speed, setting forward with their ores the 
bragadine, in which they were set a lande, they 
overturned their ccmoa with great violence, which 
being overwhelmed, they notwithstanding, as well 
the women as the menne, swimming, cast their 
dartes at our menne thicke and threefold* At the 
length, gatheriaoig themselves upon a rodLe covered 
with the water, they fought manfully until they 
were overcome and taken, one being slayne, and 
the queene's sonne sore wounded. Whe£ they 
were brought into the admiral's ship, they did no 
more put off their fierceness and cruel connte* 
nances, than do the lions of Lybia when they per- 
ceive themselves to bee bound in chaynes. There 
is no man able to behold them, but he shall feele his 
bowels grate with a certayne horrour, nature hath 
endued them widi so terrible menacing and «ruel 
aspect*'' 



r 
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In a subsequent epktle, written after die 
Spaniards had established then^elves at Porto Rioo, 
he obseryes, ^^ The canibales shall shortly repent 
them, and the blood of our men shall be revenged^ 
and that the sooner because they came againe from 
their owne ilande of Sancta Crux (otherwise called 
Ay Ay) to the ilande of SancH Johannisj and slue 
a king, which was a friende to our menne, and 
eate him, and al his fiimilie, utterly subverting bis 
yillage, upon this occasion, that violating the law 
of hostage, hee hadde slajme seven canibales, 
which were left with him by composition to make 
certayne canoas, because the ilande of Santi Johan* 
nis beareth greater trees, and apter for that pur- 
pose, then doth the Iland of Sancti Crux, the 
chiefe habitation of the canibales. Our men, 
fearing their venemous arrowes, (for they were not 
prepared to fight,) gave theon signes of peace* 
Being demanded why they destroyed the village, 
and where the King was with his familie, they 
answered, that they rased the village, and cut the 
King with his familie in peeces, and eate them in 
the revenge of their seven workmen : and that they 
had made faggottes of their bones, to carry them to 

12 
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the wives and children of their slayne workmen, in 
witnesse that the bodies of their husbands and 
parents lay not unrevenged, and therewith shewed 
the faggottes of bones to our men, who being as- 
tonished at their fiercenesse and crueitie, were en« 
forced to dissemble the matter, and holde their peace, 
quarrelling no further with them at that time«" 
. Sir Walter Raleigh's fleet touched here in 1587, 
on its way to settle a colony in Virginia, at which 
time the island appeared uninhabited. ^* Some of 
Qur women and men," says an account of their 
visit, ^^ by eating a small fruit like greene apples, 
were fearefully troubled with a sudden burning in 
their mouths, and swelling of their tongues so bigge 
that some of them could not speake. Also, a childe 
by sucking one of those women's breasts, had at 
that instant his mouth set in such a burning, that it 
was strange to see how the in&nt was tormented, 
for the time : but after twenty-four hours, it wore 
away of itselfe \" This fruit, no doubt, was the 
Manchineel apple. 

In 1625, the Dutch and English jointly took 
possession of the island, but it does not appear that 

1 Hakluyt, vol. iii. page 941. 
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they established themselves upon it, for in 1643, 
the Dutch sent a eblony from Saint Eustatia, aiid 
they were expelled by the English in 1646, In 
1660, the Eng^h were in turn attacked by the 
Spaniards, who landed 1200 men in the night, 
and massacred indiscriminately men, women, and 
children, and laid the island waste. The few that 
escaped into the woods were compelled to quit the 
island. In the same year the Dutch again at- 
tempted a settlement, and met with a similar fate ; 
and the French landed from two vessels at different 
points a short time after. Only three or four of 
those that landed from one vessel, escaped with 
their lives, the others acted on the offensive, and 
invested the Spanish fort, which capitukted. Three 
hundred French colonists were immediately sent to 
the island to settle it At this time the country 
was so crowded widi old trees, that a fr^e oircula- 
ti(Mi of air was prevented ; and to remedy the in- 
convenience with as litde delay as possible, the 
French set fire to the woods, and from their vessels 
watched its progress : it burnt for months ; they 
landed again as soon as they could do so with 
safety. 

VOL. I. o 
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Hence we perceive that upwards of a century 
and a half had elapsed after the discovery of the 
island, before any permanent settlement was made 
upon it by Europeans. In that time what a picture 
is presented to the imagination! a picture which 
exhibits in a diminutive compass an epitome of the 
lawless warfare, and wanton sacrifice of life, of 
miseries and crimes, which attended, in almost 
every instance, the settling of the other islands of 
the Archipelago. The aboriginal inhabitants had 
become familiar with the white man, whom they 
first viewed as a being from heaven, only to curse 
with their latest breath the triumph of his refined 
barbarity over the natural impulses of their savage 
and untutored nature. They were swept from the 
face of the earth by a systen) of warfare the most 
relentless and exterminating that the ingenuity of 
civilized man could project; and we behold the 
spot where they and their progenitors had, for a 
period unrecorded in the history of ages, lived 
through days and years of ignorant content — 
whete nature supplied their simple wants in boun- 
tiful profusion, now without a voice to awaken 
echo in the woods! Such is the effect in the 
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middle distance of the picture : nearer the fore- 
ground we behold the same sanguinary spirit in 
competition for the possession of the prize, and the 
firebrand defacing the fair fiice of nature, as a 
prelude to the tribute to be exacted from her by the 
conqueror. 

It is true the Caribs were a ferocious and un- 
tractable race, whom no laws could govern save 
those of instinct, and with whom no faith could be 
held; but we believe their character has been 
painted in the worst colours, to justify or excuse 
the atrocities which were exercised towards them, 
and especially by the Spaniards, whose wanton and 
unrelenting cruelty towards the more harmless and 
simple-hearted natives of Hispaniola, and the other 
islands to the westward, could admit of no extenua- 
tion. Peter Martyr has given a pleasing picture 
of the simplicity and contentment of these people : 
a race totally distinct in habits and language from 
the Caribs* "It is certain," says he, "that the 
land among these people is as common as the sun 
and water, and that * mine and thine,' the seeds of 
all mischief, have no place with them. They are 
content with so little, that in so large a country 

o 2 
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tkey have rather superfluity than scarceness; so 
that they seem to lire in die gulden world, without 
toil, living in open gardens, not entrenched with 
dykes, divided with hedges, <^ defended with wails. 
They deal truly one with another, without laws, 
without books, and without judges. They take 
him for an evil and mischievous man, who taketh 
pleasure in doing hurt to another, and albeit they 
delight not in superfluities, yet they make pro- 
vision for the increase of such roots whereof they 
make their bread, contented with such simple diet, 
whereby health is preserved and disease avoided." 
This was 



-" the harmony of times, 



Before the winds blew Europe o*er these climes ; 
True, they had vices— such are nature's growth— 
But only the Barbarian's — ^we have both." 

The French settlers at Santa Cruz, were doomed 
to meet with many reverses : their number had 
increased in ten years to only 600, besides slaves ; 
and in 1695, they were reduced to only 147 men, 
besides women and children, and 623 negroes, all 
of whom were removed in that year to San Do* 
mingo, by an order from the iFrench government. 
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accompanied with instmctions to bum all the 
houses, to spoil the harbour, and if any of the inha- 
bitants refused to embark, force was to be used to 
compel them* 

Nevertheless^ the ri^t of sovereignty over the 
island appears to have continued undisputed in the 
French crown until 1733, when the government 
sold it to the Danes for 75,0002. 

From this period the colonists were prosperous 
in their undertakings, subjected, however, to these 
awful visitations of Providence, which too frequently 
bring devastation and ruin with them, and from 
which none of the West Indian Islands are wholly 
exempt. In the hurricane of 1772, which laid 
waste most of the other islands in these seas, no 
less than 460 houses in Christianstadt, and all the 
houses in Frederickstadt excepting three, were de- 
stroyed, besides magazines and stores. The sea rose 
seventy feet above its usual height, carrying every 
thing before it, and every ship at the anchorage was 
driven on shore. Three years before, ten estates 
were destroyed by fire, by which a loss was sus- 
tained, amounting to 250,000/. and during four 
years ending in 1791, a continuance of severe 

o3 
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drought caused the greatest distress, and many of 
the negroes died in consequence. 

In I8OI9 the island, as well as Saint Thomas's 
and Saint John's, capitulated to the British forces 
under Admiral Duckworth and General Trigg, 
but it was restored in the following year; and in 
1807, it again surrendered to the English, under 
Admiral Cochrane and General Bowyer, continuing 
under the dominion of the British crown until 
1815, when it was restored to the Danes. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



(RADS WINDS AMD CALMS — REMONSTRANCE OF THE FOWLS — 
DISPATCH COCKS — SABA — SAINT CHRISTOPHER'S — BRYAN AND 
PEREENE — BASSETERRE — CURIOSITY, AN ENDEMIC — A CHA- 
RACTER — MISS POLLY — A WOODEN BOWL VERSUS A LIVERPOOL 
BASIN— AN OLD BACHELOR — A FISH DINNER — MAINTENON 
CUTLETS — FUN. 



'< Now, by two-headed Janus, 
Nature hath fram'd strange fellows in her time." 

Merchant of Venice, 

The passage-boat conveyed us back to Saint 
Thomas, after a sojourn of several weeks in Santa 
Cruz, which were made as short and agreeable 
as a spirit of emulation among several of the 
inhabitants to gratify our curiosity^ and to con- 
tribute to our comfort, could well effects 

We embarked in a mail-boat for the island of 
Saint Christopher, leaving the harbour of Saint 
Thomas in the evening, and on tibe following 

o 4 
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morning we were again in the Road-town at 
Tortola. 

The constant prevalence of the north-easterly, 
or trade wind, except at short intervals during 
those months which bear the prenomen of ^^ hurri- 
cane," when iEolus now and then grants a roving 
commission to his tributary gods, and Eurusy and 
Boreasy and NotuSf and Zephyrusy become ambitious 
of distinction in kicking up a disturbance in 
concert, renders the navigation to the eastward or 
to windward extremely irksome ; and by frequent 
tacking, more ^^ wear and tear," as the sailors call 
it, is produced about the rigging and hull of a 
vessel, than would be effected in a voyage round 
the world with fair winds. The frequent interven- 
tion of calms, too, leaves the vessel to the influence 
of a weather current, which imperceptibly gives her 
a retrogprade motion, while the scorching rays of a 
tropical sun draw the pitch, and open the seams of 
her decks and sides, and render one's presence oil 
deck almost intolerable. It was thus we were 
situated the day after we left Tortola, having made 
but little progress to windward during the night 
The whole sensible horizon lay mirrored around 
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ufl,' the monotonous outline broken only by a few 

birds, occasionally seen skimming on the ituifade 

« 

after prey, or a floating turtle, or the back fin or 
tail of a shark prowling beneath it The idands of 
Santa Cruz, Saint Thomas, Tortola and its numerous 
dependencies, the desidate looking rock of Said, 
the conical mountain of Saint Eustatia, uid the 
irregular hillocks of Saint Martin and Saint Bar-' 
tholomeux, whose ccmnected bases were beneath the 
horizon's vei^e, lay in different directions and in 
different shades around us. 

The cabin of the vessel was too small to admit 
of our standing upright with comfort, and we were 
obliged to assume a recumbent posture in our 
sleeping berths, with a book to feed our minds and 
frequent libations of bottled porter to satisfy our 
constant thirst, until a breeze should come to makfi 
the atmosphere bearable, or the sun should depart 
from the horizon. 

The few fowls that had been put on bomrd 
were huddled t(^ether in one corner of the hen^f 
coop which afforded the most shade, and they 
frequently manifested uneasiness from the heat, 
by endeavouring to get under each other for 

o5 
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shelter, which was no sooner effected by one, than 
the other above it followed its example by taking its 
place, thus causing a rupture, which produced cack-< 
ling complaints among themselyes, and certain im** 
pressive terms of reproach and exhortation from Sam 
the black cook, who was engaged in his culinary 
arrangements at the capuch, and seemed unwilling 
to be interrupted in whistling a tune as an acoom-> 
panlment. *♦ Hole yu tung, you fool, warra fu 
you mek dat noise ? — ^you tink him warm, eh ? — t 
how you like de hot water, fu boil you ?" Regard-^ 
less of the significant inquiry of master Sam, they 
still persisted in their efforts to make themselves 
as cool and cozy as possible, even at the expence 
of being well pecked by each other in struggling 
for the mastery ; and their loquacity continued to 
onr infinite amusement, in concert with the cook's 
admonitory discourse, alternating with the shrill 
modulations of his music. ^^ You no hole you 
tung, eh? — ^you young debbil, I good mine flog 
you all roun, mek you tender, — ^mek you good fu 
soup/' And having at length approached the coop 
to harangue them severally, and pass sentence upon 
them in rotation, he selected one from the number, 



SKETCH BOOK. 299 

ivliose screams miglit have satisfied us that it was 
about paying the penalty of its life, without the 
supplementary intimation from the executioner that 
he would " soon top he mout" 

Another hour gave us some excellent soup, 
composed of the limbs of the martyred bird, 
thickened with potatoes and onions, and green 
peppers, with other ingredients, which proved Sam 
a tolerable proficient in the science of nautical 
gastronomy ; and by the time Apollo had put up 
his horses for the night, others of the feathered 
tribe were before us in the form of " dispatch cocks" 
These said dispatch cocks^ which, by the by, 
partake of both genders, are simply fowls cut down 
the back, and expanded to the purposes of a ffrill ; 
and being well peppered and buttered, with a 
sprinkle of lime juice, or other condiments ad libitum^ 
they afford an agreeable relief to an appetite that 
demands haste to be gratified — whence the name. 

The evening was de%htfully cool, and we sat 
on the deck at our repast, enjoying the fragrance 
of a cigar, and the refreshing light airs which began 
to play on the surface of the water, and to glide 

» 

the vessel quietly on her course. 

06 
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The small rocky island of Saba lay at no great 
diitance from us on the right, rimng abruptly from 
the sea, aa if ambitioiis of that distinction which 
the reputed independence, and ease, and content- 
ment of its inhabitants might justly claim for it: 
and in the clear serenity of the evening, the 
blandneas and purity of the atmosphere, we seemed 
to partake of the halo of permanent harmony and 
repose which surrounded it. 



The extraut btaritig fi-m S. W- «o IF. S. W. aiokf 3 niln iittaia. 
The aspect of the island from the sea presents no 
palpable signs of its being inhabited, the ooast rising 
in perpendicular masses to a conuderable height, 
representing at a distance a sleep round rock ; and 
it is totally inaccessible, excepting on the south side, 
where an intricate artificial path admits in its ascent 
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only one person at a time. A small town lies in 
this direction^ built in a seduded Talley. The ex- 
tent of the island does not exeeed nine miies in 
circnniference) and the small portion of it that is 
cultivable is appropriated to the growth of cotton, 
which the inhabitants work into stockings for side, 
as well as for their own use. Vegetables are also 
reared to great perfection, and the growth of cab* 
bages to an extraordinary size might alone evince 
the genial temperature of the atmosphere, if it were 
not more clearly evident from the purity of blood 
and freshness of complexion which characterize the 
natives. They compose a population of about 
1500, living in a state of unambitious simplicity, 
the ordinary speculations of their minds seldom ex- 
tending beyond the confines of their sea-girt citadeL 
" Happy colony !" says the Abbe Raynal, " ele- 
vated on the top of a rock between the sky and sea, 
it enjoys the benefit of both elements without dread- 
ing their storms; it breathes a pure air, lives upon 
v^etables, cultivates a simple commodity, from 
which it derives ease without the temptation of 
riches; is employed in labours less troublesome 
than useful, and possesses in peace all the blesirings 
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of moderation, health, beauty, and liberty. This 
is the temple of peace, from whence the philosopher 
may contemplate at leisure the errors and passions 
of men* Hence may he view at a distance the na* 
tions of Europe bearing thunder in the midst of the 
ocean, and burning with the flames of ambition and 
avarice imder the heats of the tropics ; devouring 
gold without ever being satisfied ; wading through 
seas of blood to amass those metals, those pearls, 
those diamonds, which are used to adorn the op- 
pressors of mankind; loading innumerable ships 
with those precious casks which furnish luzury with 
purple, and from which flow pleasures, effeminaQy, 
cruelty, and debauchery. The tranquil inhabitant 
of Saba views this mass of follies, and spins his 
cotton in peace." 

Mem. The worthy Abbe is usually more remark- 
able for hyperbolical extravagance in his relations, 
than for correctness either in his descriptions, his 
authorities, or his dates. 

During the night the light airs combined with 
increasing strength to carry us fiir on our voyage, 
and on the following morning we were close to the 
island of Saint Emtatia. It was pur desire to land 
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hare, but the mail-boat had no business among the 
Dutchi so we visited it prospectively in our mind's 
eye, when a future opportunity should present 
itself, and on the morning of the fourth day after 
quitting Tortola, we anchored in the bay of 
Basseterre at Saint Christopher, 

The anchorage is an open roadstead with a never 
ceasing surf on the beach, and when the wind blows 
strong, especially from the southward or eastward, 
it breaks with terrific disorder on the coast Many 
adventurous boatmen have found a watery grave 
on the spot, and given their bodies to the sharks 
which prowl about the bay, as if prescient of their 
prey. 

Dr. Grainger wrote a ballad muy dolorosoy com-^ 
hiemorating the calamitous fate of two lovers on 
the beach of Basseterre. Bryan had just arrived 
from England, and beheld from the vessel's deck 
his faxx inamorata anxiously waiting his landing. 

" The north-east wind did swiftly blow, 

Young Bryan thought the boat's crew slow, 
And so jump'd overboard.*' 

As he was about making the beach he was seized 
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by a mofOBttom sharks whicli severed him in twoj 
and the distracted maiden eoidd not survive bis 
untimely end. Oh, tliis love, tbis love ! 

One side of the town of Basseterre &ces the sea, 
formed chiefly of wooden houses, built without the 
least regard to uniformity; imd their sombre appear- 
ance, with very few exceptions, from want of paint, 
and exposure to the sun and weather, and the addi* 
tional obscurity of their forms caused by the inter- 
vention of tall cocoa which range in front, naght 
encourage rather an unprepossessing opinion of the 
place as it is seen from the anchorage, if the verdant 
and beautifully formed hills in the back-ground^ 
the precipitous mountains which tower above them, 
densely clothed with luxuriant vegetation, and the 
rich varied tints of the cultivated accliidties, did 
not redeem its character by producing such an ex- 
hilarating effect upon the senses of the beholder, as 
to serve as an irresistible invitation for hun to land. 

The towering pinnacle of Mount Misery is sel- 
dom unobscured by clouds which congregate at its 
base and along the ridges of the subjacent moun- 
tains, casting with their shadows deeper hues over 
the forest wilds, and affording a stronger contrast 
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to the more vivid coloaring of the chequered cane- 
fields which lie beneath. 

That part of the beach to which a boat oon« 
veyed us was crowded with negroes and a few 
white and coloured people ; and if we had been 
an elephant or a nondescript^ we could not have 
exdted to all appearance greater interest in the 
beholders. The most interested of the party were 
doubtless the first named class of persons, each 
ei^er to assist the boat through the snrf^ and to 
give us a dry landing, by taking us bodily out of 
the boat and placing us on our legs beycmd the 
reach of the turbulent element ; and had we been 
as bulky as the animal we have named, we should 
have found assistants enough to have ^^ lent a hJEmd" 
unasked, that each of them might have claimed a 
gratuity for his trouble. We were precisely in the 
situation of a dioice carcase before a party of can* 
nibals, one of whom selected a leg, its fellow was 
the next moment in possession of another, a third 
seized an arm, a scramble followed among the rest 
for a share of the remnants, till our head became 
lost to us from the stupifying sensations produced 
by the foaming of waters, the hubbub of voices, 
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and the sudden and unexpected assault upon our 
physical independence, as we were standing up in 
the boat in the act of exercising it. Our legs were 
die first members of our body that recovered their 
Acuities, as if intended by nature to impart to our 
other organs the senses assigned to them; but the 
voluble balderdash which now assailed our ears 
from the mouths of about a dozen negroes, might 
have caused fresh apprehension that the ordeal we 
had gone through, had been that of being blacks 
balled ^ out of civilized life, and that we were re- 
ceiving a deputation of savages to congratulate us 
upon OUT arrival among them, <^ Tan away you, 
lebe de genelman alon," exclaimed a sagacious 
looking black Agonistes, conscious of his superior 
strength, as he caused a movement in the group by 
a sudden push with his shoulder ^igainst the nearv 
est by-stander, ^< you no do notin, you know dat» 
you d — ^n nigger you, tan away; Massa, me Ian you 
dry." He was here interrupted by a clamorous re* 
iteration of his last words by the whole party, each 
anxious to establish a claim, whilst some exhibited 

' Query bawled, — Printer's deyil. 



SKETCH BOOK*. 307 

singular gesticulations of contempt, as they mea-* 
sUred with their eyes the height and assumed im-< 
portance of him who had attempted to take all the 
credit to himself. " Warra fu you push," said one 
of them, "warra fii you call me nigger — you no 
nigger, eh? you gu for notin — pick up lang shore 
coramanty black debbil." — " Berry well, tan you 
clear," rejoined Sampson ; " bly dog buy trouble, 
hunded pown chaun cleary he," * an axiom which 
had an astounding effect in appeasing the wrath of 
the belligerents. 

While this scene was passing we broke through 
the group, leaving our servant, a shrewd clever 
negro we had brought from Tortola, to settle with 
him or them whose claim might appear most tenable, 
or whose pertinacity might cause him to yield to 
the demand. In the latter case, however, John 
would have better surety. 

Several small groups of white and coloured per-* 
sons stood in detached positions in front of the 
different houses, where their occupations at their 
stores, or in attending to the shipping of sugar or 

* " A black dog, (a copper coin of the value of three half pence) 
buys trouble, but a hundred pounds can't clear you of it." 
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the landing of merchandise, had required their pre^ 
8ence» whibt their cariosity— an endemic of the 
country— directed their attention for a time to 
the arrival. Others were seen at the different 
windows; and at the landing-place of a flight of 
wooden steps which ascended to the first floor of a 
huge unseemly building, which bore on the firont 
the significant designation of an ^^hotel,'^ there 
was sufficient number of persons to indicate that its 
inmates were gregarious. The dimensions of this 
building had a more formidable appearance, tnm 
its standing at the comer of a street wUdi led into 
the heart of the town, whence two of its sides were 
seen in perspective, and its numerous open windows, 
and the weatiier-beaten aspect of its outward mate- 
rials, gave it the semblance of an old three-de<^er 
tiiat had been stranded on the beadi, or laid up in 
ordinary. In proceeding tiiitiier, we stopped {ex a 
few minutes while tiie captain of tiie mail-boat 
satisfied the inquiries of an old gentieman who had 
the surveillance of a few negroes employed unload- 
ing a boat His age might have been between fifity 
and sixty, and the expression of his countenance 
indicated that experience in the world had given to 
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the operationg of Itk mind all the varied inflections 
of a practised sagacity* He wore a large rimmed 
stiBw<4Lal; which partially shaded his fiice, and peer- 
ing from beneath it as he spoke, his small grey 
eyes, which were shrouded by bushy eye^brows, 
sparkled with calculating intelligence, as he cast 
them at one moment to the work the negroes were 
engaged in, and at the next to the anticipated result 
of his inquiries. His small mouth, which had 
acquired the expression of age from the loss of 
teeth, and the consequent compression which 
brought his chin into nearer contact with a large 
rounded nose, seemed active in co-operating with 
the odier features of his &ce, as they produced 
conjointly indication of pleasure or disappointment 
His height was rather above the ordinary standard, 
and that portion of it which was lost by an habitual 
sto<^, was counteracted in effect by the meagre 
and attenuated proportions of his limbs. A thin 
cambric cravat, whidi shewed the forms of a pad it 
enclosed, was tied round his lengthy neck, and by 
concealing the shirt collar seemed to define with 
greater exactness the lower outline of hb small 
round face, whose compound expression, even at 
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times when lighted ap by pleasurable emotions, 
irresistibly betrayed an irritability of temper which 
had kept in subjection a natural tendency to cor* 
pulency, and confined it entirely to the r^ion of 
the abdomen. 

He wore a coat which had been once black, but 
which had acquired a russet hue from exposure to 
the sun and long use, and the seams, from the same 
cause, bore the i^pearance of half obliterated chalk-* 
lines. The sleeves were short enough to permit 
his wrists to advance about three inches beyond the 
cuffs, so as to exhibit a portion of his shirt sleeves, 
with narrow wristbands fastened tightly round his 
bony wrists with a pair of old-&shioned gold studds. 
His white waistcoat hung loose about his neck and 
chest, but the lower part of it expanded to his 
abdominous proportions, and jeached within a few 
inches of the waistband of a tight pair of nankeen 
small-clothes, which, in the absence of a pair of 
braces, demanded occasionally a slight jerk from 
the wearer to keep them in their position : a por* 
tion of the shirt necessarily intervened between the 
two garments, forced into projecting plaits by their 
compression. Cotton stockings clothed a pair of 



SKETCH BOOK« 811 

thin legs, and his shoes were cut in slashes at the 
sides to afford ease to his corns. 

Having apparently satisfied his inquiries, he 
approached us with the air of an acquaintance who 
already knew the purport of our visit — he welcomed 
us to the island, offered his services, said a few 
common-place nothings in so hurried a manner 
that scarcely admitted of a reply, and finally 
asked us to take fish at three; adding, as he moved 
towards the beach to direct the negroes in their 
work — " nothing else — Captain's coming — wait for 
nobody — ^mind, at three — damn — damn lazy ras- 
cals — notliing doing." 

In our way to the tavern we learnt that this 
singular personage was the most opulent merchant 
in the island — that he acted as the town agent for 
several estates in the country — was a great poli- 
tician, and, like Sir Robert Bramble, would never 
be contradicted ; he knew every body and every 
thing connected with the colony — discounted bills 
— ^and enjoyed every day the otium cum dignitaJte 
after his own fashion, in treating his guests to the 
finest fish out of the market. 

The room we entered at the tavern, to which 
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we ascended by the steps already noticed, was 
large and uncouth in its construction, the unpainted 
rafters of the cei]ing yielding to the superincum- 
bent weight of die upper stories, and the flooring 
in several places showing indication of decay and 
a deviation from the horizontal Hne. In the centre 
was a billiard-table of the (Nrdinary size, but it 
occupied but a small portion of the extensive area, 
which was otherwise furnished with two or three 
sideboards, an old-fiushioned sofa or two, and the 
common cherry-tree diairs. Several persons were 
engaged at Ae game of billiards, occasionally im- 
bibing a long draught of sangaree, or cold negus, 
from a huge tumbler, diat contained about two 
quarts ; two or three bed-rooms entered from this 
apartment, and at the further end was a commu- 
nication to a shop, also kept by the landlady, Miss 
Polly Armatrading, or Army-tradinff, a transforma- 
tion of die patronymic, occasioned by the extensive 
patronage herself and her numerous daughters had 
enjoyed from the disciples of Mars. 

Anxious to proceed into the country to a distant 
estate, we repaired to the residence of the merchant 
to decline his invitation, but we readily accepted 

\2 
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Lis offer to procure us horses for the journey. We 
were, however, detained in town by one of those 
frequent and sudden falls of rain so common in tiie 
tropics, which descended at the moment we were 
taking our departure, and thus superinduced to 
partake of .his piscatory diet, we followed the old 
gentleman up-stairs, where we found two or three 
persons already assembled for the proffered re- 
past 

The dwelling was situated at the corner of a 
street, and the room we entered, which was about 
eighteen feet in length by twelve in breadth, was 
constructed in a manner whidi appeared common 
in the erection of wooden buildings in this part of 
the world, from the small square one-roomed hovels 
of the indigent, to the more capacious dwellings of 
the. aristocracy. Two orders of tropical archi- 
tecture were however blended in the dwelling of 
our host, the lower story or ground-floor, which 
served as a store or receptacle of merchandize, 
being built of stone, and a wooden frame-work 
planked outside with a shingled span roof, formed 
the upper apartment, the interior of which might 
serve to represent the halls (as they are termed,) 

VOL. I. p 
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or dimng^rooms, in most of the West Indian dwel- 
lia§;8 we had yet seen* This room had the adtan- 
tage of a view from windows on three sides of it, 
its area defining the limits of this part of the occu* 
pant's premises, which consisted of several detached^ 
buildings. The windows were composed of Jallousies 
or Venetian blinds, which opened and closed after 
Xhe manner of shutters, and when closed, as they 
were at present on one side, on account of the pre- 
vailing rain, objects outside could be dii^tinctly seen 
through them. There was nothing about the habi- 
taticm to denote the opulence of the owner — a 
sideboard stood at one end of the room, on whidi 
were placed a pair of large glass candle-shades, a 
sangaree glass of capacious size, and other glasis 
ware — a few articles of plate, and a punch4)owl, 
placed exactly in the middle, with its base- turned 
upwards, and a silver ladle with a twisted whale- 
biHie handle placed across it in due form, and with 
precise attention to tbe parallel. At the <^osite 
end of the room, in one corner, stood a mahogany 
table, the whole surface covered with numerous 
papers, arranged in distinct parcels, all at equi- 
distance from and parallel with eadi other, and on 
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them were placed either a stone, the bottom of a 
broken drinking-glass, or a piece of lead, to pre* 
vent them being disturbed or blown away by a 
current of wind. Some cherry-tree chairs, which 
are in common use in most of the dwellings, were 
ranged round the room, and in the middle of it was 
a table covered with a coarse dinjaer cloth, laid in a 
plain manner, for about ten persons. The plates 
were turned face downward, and with the utmost 
exactness in the distance from each other, and the 
knives and forks, whose £ashion was rather out of 
date, ^ere* placed with corresponding uniformity on 
either i^de of them. Between every second plate 
was a red €fr green capsicum, and the moiety 
of a lime placed alternately ; and two large silver 
spoons at each comer of the table, defined with the 
greatest exactness in distance the prescribed posi- 
tion of the salt. We had no sooner entered the room 
than we heard a shrill female voice, cidling aloud 
for Mednei/f and we shall never forget the singular 
idiom, and long-drawn terminations which were 
unmercifully interwoven with our vernacular tongue. 
From the tenor of the requisition, and the autho- 
ritative air that accompanied it, we judged Rodney 

p2 
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to be a doinestic on the establishment. — ^ Rod- 
ney — ^where you are, Rodney — ^heh gad, yon really 
too bad,** — " Here, Ma'am/' — ^replied a voice, which 
we prejudged to be that of a neg^o, " Com6 here 
you, I warn't you," rejoined the^atr requisitionist; 
and then adding, in a discontented drawl, ^ What 
for you bring me de wooden bowl for wsak my 
hams? you know I no like de wooden bowl — I like 
de blue basin dat cum fra Libber-p-6-o-L" — -We 
could hear our host muttering to himself, as he 
paced in short hurried steps about the room ; and 
the only words which ceane intelli^bly to our ears 
were, " D — ^n ! d — -n wooden bowl — ^basih— non- 
sense — ^forget the fi^'''^-^md in a louder toiie, as he 
opened one of the jaUousies which looked into a 
back-yard — ^^Corne here, you black tatterdaauH 
lion/' Master Rodney was not very prompt in his 
atteindance ; and when he appeared, after another 
summons ^r two, he shewed evident signs of 
habitual indifference to the demands of his master : 
and he cast a look at us as if to discover a reciprocal 
emotion of merriment, to that which he could only 
effectually conceal within himself when under the 
menacing look of his superior. He was clad in a 
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cos^e duck shirt aad tFOwsers, without eidier shoes 
or stockings. The demands of ^^Miss Betsey" 
served as an excuse for his tardiness, and a satis^ 
factory recital of the names ol the fish he had 
procured, caused his speedy dismissal, with direct 
tions to ^^ look sharp with dinner." 

The old gentleman continued to pace, or rather 
4;o move about the room, in that desultory manner 
which indicates a restless and irritable mind, driveil 
from every object on which it might permanently 
settle, and obliged to seek reUef in trifles. Every 
sound of a horse's feet, or a voice in the street, 
brought him to the jallousie, and elicited fiom him 
some such remark as, "Young demi-devil — fall 
down — ^hreak.the horse's knees — tell your master — 
a n^ro can't lead a horse — must ride — must gal- 
lop — fine rain — do good — canes burnt," — all of 
which was muttered to himself, and seemed rather 
to represent the detonating of certain animal fluids 
within him in a state of ebullition, his mouth acting 
as a safety*valve, than intended as an appeal, or to 
convey information, to those persons who might 
hear him. The uniformity we had observed in the 
position of several articles, was the work of his 
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bands; and as he conversed widi vs he condaued 
to move about and to gratify) apparently uneon* 
sdously, the suggestions of an eye long aceustomed 
to minuteness in order and arrangement He had 
evidently been at work in arranging the [dates 
before our arrival, but he continued to measure 
with his eye their distance from each other, and to 
adjust their position, by bringing their rims in 
exact conrespondence with the edge of the table, 

« 

and the knives and forks, and other articles, were 
no less objects of his scrutiny ; and even a diair 
claimed his attention, if heedlessly left out of the 
position assigned to it. The party increased as 
the hour of dinner approached; but the. table had 
been laid for ^< supernumerary members," as our 
host designated those who might ^< drop vel^ unix^ 
vitei " The Coloners in town," said he, " saw 
him at Sharry's-^buying a horse — here presently 
— wait for nobody" — adding, as the clock struck 
three, " Where's that lazy vagabond ? Here, Rod* 
ney, bring fish 1" 

A supplementary dish or two might have occa* 
sioned some little delay in *' serviug-up" to the 
moment; but, notwithstanding repeated impreca-* 
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tions on kis African origin, and on the vice of idle- 
neaS) Master Rodney allowed at least half an hour 
to elapse, before he made his appearance with the 
introductory decoction called soup, followed by a 
sleek black wench, who bore in each hand a frac^ 
tional portion of the whole course, which was 
speedily completed, and we took our seats, as soon 
as our host had circumambulated the table and 
adjusted the position of every dish. 

The party was composed chiefly of persons who 
controlled estates in the country, and whose attend* 
ance in town was occasionally required, notwith- 
standing our host acted as their ^^ town-agent ;" an 
office usually combined with that of the merchant, 
for Ae more ready procurement of such articles of 
plantation consumption, as might be required in the 
absence of a supply from England. His house was 
consequently their rendezvous ; and a near-sighted 
policy had probably suggested to him the provision 
of a knife and fork for their accommodation. 

The bubble reputation often floats on a shallow 
sur&ce ; and if a man be secure in bare independ- 
ence, or cMi manage to make the world believe he 
possesses it, there is no surer means of acquiring 
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credit for having great wealdi, dmn that of profetth 
ing to be ectremeiy poor :•*- 



' * All Kve by seeming. — 
The b^pgar beg»witb it, and the gay courtier 
Gains land and title, rank and role, by seeming ; 
The clergy scorn it not^ and the bold soldier, 
Will eke with it his service. All admit it. 
All practise it ; and he who is content 
With showing what he is, shall have small credit 
In church, or camp, or state, — ^so wags the world." 

The fire-proof portion of our host's residence 
had great store of doubloons>-H8o fame reported^ 
and all believed it; but even a liberal diseonnt 
could not remove difficulties to: his satisfying paper 
credit, and he often decilared himself withaut a 
dollar « to buy fish." 

The con&bulatory portion of the~ repast was in 
every way colonial, appertaining to crops wad 
prices, droughts and washes, partnership aad l€f|is* 
lation, liberally flavored with a spice of scandilj 
and although our host showed signs of uneasiness, 
by muttering occasionally, " D — n, d— Uj sink the 
shop," and by introducing a few forty, years' old 
reminiscences, he so far relished the condiment of 
detraction as to join in the interlooiitory judgment 
against the absent; as a bystand^ might make a 
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blow at a ball in behalf of a player who oonld not 
reach it, in order to keep up die spirit of the game* 

" A is doing wonders with the plough," 

observed one, " we shall soon have Mount Misery 
furrowed into cane-holes, and cultivation carried on 
in the crater." 

« Yes, when he succeeds in dispensing with the 
hoe, the negroes may sit in the shade, and convert 
their staffs into tooth-picks ; he has prepared a ten- 
acre piece entirely with the plough, as if he was 
going to plant wheat in it, and the plan he has in 
embryo for ^exterminating the haot-^ass^ will entitle 
him to a gold medal, and the security of a patent 
for life." 

^^ Well, well, we shall see," rejoined the other, 
^^lie may, perhaps, understand plantership better 
than dissecting a ^ Mainierum cutktJ He dined with 
the Colonel the other day, and was as much pulled 
over a mutton*chop, as if he had been 8<dving a 
proUem in Euclid." 

An explanation was demanded. 

^ Why, the cutlets merited approval, and he 
joined in commendation, but with a saving clause — 
>I like them very well,' said, he, ^ excepting the 
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crackUngy — ^in the simplicity of his heart, he had 
gwallowed the paper wrappers." 

Speech was, for a few moments, paralyzed by 
obstreperous laughter, our host alone manifesting 
in dlenoe the convulsion of merriment, by the 
shaking of his whole frame, which seemed to re« 
quire the support of both hands, placed in a parallel 
position on the table, with knife and fork ereet, 
whilst his eyes glistened, and his pursed mouth re- 
laxed into a smile, as the index of inward pleasure* 

<^ But I was going to tell you," resumed the 
communicant, ^^ that he was equally at &ult with 
the wine-coolers : the Colonel, perceiving that the 
one aligned to him was empty, desired the servant 
to place some water in it ^ I've just filled it, Sir,' 

said he. < Yes,' added A , * I'll not take any 

more, I thank you: I've, finished two of them 
abready.' " 

It appeared that Mr. A had recently arrived 

from England, to undertake the management of 
some estates; and that his experimental philosophy 
was at variance with the theory, the practice, and 
the opinions, which had been left as a sort of heir- 
loom to the colony by the last generation of planters. 
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Let us do justice to " the fish," which was ex- 
cellent per scj and marvellously enhanced by the 
association of divers dishes of curry and rice, a 
larded capon and ham, some turtle steaks, and 
sundry expletives, all of which were comprehended 
under the piscatory appellation, not even excepting 
certain condiments and conserves, and an admirable 
compound of rum and brandy, and limes, and sugar, 
and spice, which our host designated *'^jun^\ word, 
as he assured us, which signified ^^jiM^ in Latin. 

Th^ elixir was mixed by himself in a large tum- 
bler, and he manifested profound regard to the 
proportions required to elPect a proper equivalence 
in the ingredients, by measuring them with the 
most scrupulous exactness, secundum artem^ and 
accompanying the operation with certain ejacula- 
tory expressions of satisfaction, until the work was 
completed, when holding up the vessel to a level 
with his eye, he gave a smack with his mouth, 
which be^>oke anticipatory relish, and proceeded 
to distribute the mixture to his guests in wine 
glasses. He had advocated military discipline 
with great pertinacity during dinner, in the course 
of recounting his exploits in the memorable attack 
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upon the island by the French, under the Count 
de Grasse, in 1782, and he now indicated a desire 
that we should give a practical illustration of his 
theory, by conveying to our lips and swallowing 
the proffered dram, in the order of making ready, 
presenting, and firing, all at the same time. His 
small grey eyes sparkled with ineffable delight as 
he cast a speculative look round the table; and 
satisfied of a reciprocal feeling among his guests^ 
he raised the glass to his mouth, as he exclaimed — 

" Well, her^'s to our cordial friends, and " a 

knock on tlie table with the knuckles of his left hand, 
and an intelligent wink, concluded the ceremony. 

The party separated soon aftl^r dinner, our host 
being an early riser, after ten hours' sound sleep — 
and we returned to the tavern to try the experi- 
ment upon ourselves. 
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